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What a remarkable variety of changes have taken place in our world in 2014. It is a
major task to sit back and summarise the headlines of the past twelve months and
synthesise their significance in the purpose of God and the words of the prophets of
old. We are again very grateful that bro Don has produced such a valuable
manuscript and we wish to thank him and his editorial team for their competent
glossary of year 2014.
This time last year we considered the elevated status of Russia and its energetic
president Putin as they strode among the nations of the world in remarkable
success, solutions for Syria and for Iran, sweetening relations with Egypt and
Turkey, bursting with financial aid for western nations, offers of help with Israel’s
new-found gas, building ports in Syria and Cyprus, brandishing increased spending
for army, navy and air force. “Was a Czar ever more confident than this man?”
At the close of 2014 he is the off-scouring of western leaders and many others for
his naked aggression with eastern Ukraine and blatant incorporation of the
Crimean Peninsula into the Russian Federation. He has shown himself to be totally
concerned with the expansion of the Russian motherland and the comparisons with
Hitler in his initiation of WWII have been truly amazing. His word in counsel with
world leaders has meant nothing: while he is at the meeting issuing assurance of no
further invasion or denying the evidence of his infamy, back home on the border
the unmarked trucks of the Russian army are pouring into eastern Ukraine, or the
rebels of the east prevent Dutch investigators from analysing the wreckage of the
Malaysian plane MH17 with its 298 passengers! This is a new level of political
dishonesty!
The year ends with the Russian banks in chaos, the rouble less than half its value,
inflation rapidly rising and the price of oil, Russia’s principle unit of wealth, down
to $55.00 a barrel, just half of where it was twelve months ago. What do we hear
from Russia in these calamities but threats of ‘I can take Ukraine in a fortnight’,
‘don’t mess with a hungry bear’, especially if ‘he has nuclear weapons’.
Such is the fear he casts in the hearts of world leaders that no-one really doubts that
these threats could have some real significance! We believe they have! With his
back against the wall and the target of the western press and its cartoons, he is all
the more likely to make another unexpected move.
Yet this shameless character is not without a display of religion. Russia is going
through a new ‘national baptism’. In 998 the people of Kievan Rus following their
King Vladimir, were immersed in the waters of the Dnieper River. The last twenty
years has seen a vast growth in the Russian Orthodox Church, so that new churches
are springing up at the rate of three per day, for a total of 26,000 and 800
monasteries! Church and State work together and the Roman Pope is desperate to
influence his more European congregations with the enthusiasm of their Russian
friends.
So all the ancient ties are playing into the run to Armageddon.
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Europe will find that she has to cooperate with the might of Russia. Germany is the
powerhouse of European business and industry but she has vast and growing ties
with the Russian economy and much of her own life activity is dependent on the
gas from Siberian fields. Militarily she is no match for Russia and France is in the
same situation. Peace and cooperation with a confident Russia is the only sane
future for Europe and its form of government means that though there are 28
countries in their EU it is really quite leaderless. This is in keeping with Ezekiel.
Britain is more and more of a mood to run their own affairs and resentment
towards European restraints and taxation is growing year by year. Scotland has
voted for stability, and the “young lions” are responsive to working with Britain
and their siblings (with annual strivings on the cricket field!). The old Empire has
gone, but it is remarkable how its roots still influence relationships among nations.
Israel has exceeded 8 million population and is growing strongly in many areas of
high technology. It’s not quite for public display, but Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan
and the Gulf States are in active corroboration in many fields, and especially in
defence and security, as they share the apprehension of a nuclear Iran.
IS has brought a new level of cruel violence to a heedless world. But it will not
reach its caliphate status: the time of the flood of Euphratean waters was in earlier
times and Revelation 16 speaks of their contraction in the run to Armageddon.
They will create whatever sporadic violence they can in the luxuriating western
world but have no basic national organisation and are the despising of all people.
The need for our Master grows with the passing of every day. Let us hold on to our
faith in all respects, educate our children in care and love and cause them to lift up
their voices with us in praise of our Creator.
Brian Luke
Secretary.
January 2015
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A SYNOPSIS
2014 has been another action-packed year for Bible student Watchmen
We opened last year by saying every year brings surprises! 2014 proved no
different. Who at the start of the year could have anticipated the blatant foot prints
left by the Russian Bear’s move southwards? True, we knew that there had to be a
shaking of the nations of Europe. Countries like Ukraine, Bulgaria, Romania,
Greece, Cyprus and Turkey need to be drawn, willingly or otherwise, into the
appropriate division of Eastern and Western Europe as denoted by the two feet of
the Image of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2; or, to use the symbols in Rev. 16, to be
part of the Dragon or the Beast. But the speed at which the Russian Bear clawed
her way into Crimea was breath-taking.
Or who anticipated at the start of the year that oil prices would tumble—great news
for motorists and hauliers, but crushing news for those nations reliant on their
income from oil sales! The basic benchmark, Brent crude, was $115 a barrel at the
start of the year, at the year-end it was down to just under $57; a stunning 50% fall!
Russia—like other oil exporting countries—has seen its economic budget blown
out of the window and who knows what actions this can precipitate.
We know that we must go through a time of trouble, but who was expecting to hear
from Russian lips the warning that the world was entering a new Cold War? For an
older generation that lived through the previous Cold War this is not a rosy
prospect. Europe has imposed deep sanctions on Russia for their actions in Ukraine
and Russia has likewise retaliated with sanctions against Europe. This has come at
a time when Europe is stagnating and Russia’s dollar income from her oil exports
is plummeting.
Who could have anticipated the precipitous 45% fall in the Russian rouble which is
causing such financial hardships? Certainly not the Russians! “The situation is
critical,” said the central bank’s vice-chairman, Sergei Shvetsov, mid-December.
“What is happening is a nightmare that we could not even have imagined a year
ago.” Russia is being pushed into a corner by the actions of the West. As a leading
commentator put it in the Daily Telegraph 17-Dec-14
After years of bluster and suggestions by Mr Putin that the US is a paper tiger,
the Kremlin is now coming face to face with the cataclysmic consequences of
what it has done by invading Ukraine and changing Europe’s borders by force.
By the same token, Washington needs to move with care since it would be a
geostrategic miscalculation of the first order to push a nuclear-armed Russia too
far into a corner, or to perpetuate a cycle of grievance.
Had we heard of ISIS or IS, Islamic State, as it now insists on being called, before
this year? I checked to see if it had been mentioned in Milestones 2013 and the
only ISIS mentioned was in the word crisis! Yet how many column inches does IS
now occupy in the news, as they try to build a Muslim Caliphate in the Middle
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East. With Assyrian-like barbarity they have instilled terror in their enemies
because of the extreme lengths they are prepared to go to kill their victims.
Many could see that Israel would have to eventually deal with the constant barrage
of rockets from Gaza. But who would have thought that it would take 50 days
before Hamas agreed to a cease-fire—Israel’s longest conflict with them yet. In
2014 Israel increasingly felt the wrath of other nations; anti-Semitism continued its
sharp rise, causing an increasing flow of Jews to leave the uncertainties of Europe
and make a new life in Israel. A new phrase for 2014 was the “French effect”—
increasing numbers of Jews leaving a country because of anti-Semitic harassment
and hostility from the media and radical politicians. France has been joined by
Turkey and Ukraine as the latest examples of “French effect” emigrations to Israel.
Who would have thought that the EU would be so insensitive to Britain’s feelings
as to heap more and more and more cash demands on her! 2014 saw eye-watering
demands for extra cash to feed the hungry political beast, as Britain seemed to be
the only country in Europe who looked as if they were prospering and therefore
could satisfy its feeding frenzy. More and more voices in 2014 called upon Britain
to quit the EU, voices not only from within Britain but also EU leaders chafing to
move forward with the integration of Europe without the UK holding it back.
2014 brought the historic visit of the Pope to Israel and the Palestinian Territories.
The Vatican had hoped to conclude a deal with Israel over certain sites in
Jerusalem which the Vatican would like to control, but President Netanyahu’s
government is wary to set a precedent to a power which would like to control the
whole of the city! 2014 also saw another historic visit by the Pope—to Strasbourg
and the European Parliament, following the footsteps of Pope John Paul II, who
visited in 1988. The speech was well received, frequently being interrupted with
applause, in spite of the strong words used to describe Europe’s lack of vigour and
vision. His message was to revive Europe by putting religion at its heart.
2014 has seen spectacular changes in the world of nature—extremes of heat,
extremes of cold; extremes of rain and extremes of drought. Signs in the heavens!
And what of 2014 in the Brotherhood? Each will know their personal
circumstances. Personally at Rugby we have been growing, but sadly this is not the
norm in the UK. More and more ecclesias are losing members. Why is this? There
will be many reasons, but foremost is the pressure from worldly reasoning coupled
with neglect in the reading and study of God’s Word. One area is in the
undermining of the basic foundation of the early chapters of Genesis. So
intertwined is God’s Word that to try and interpret the Creation account by being
influenced by the pseudo-science of evolutionary thinking, mixed with the Higher
Critical philosophy of the Churches, brings disaster. Undermine the foundations
and the house collapses: undermine just one small element then the veracity of
scripture collapses step by step. It is either true from the beginning or it is not!
Hand in hand goes the matter of Inspiration. The spectacular destruction of faith is
sad to witness. Its corrosive acid eats at an implicit trust in God and His Word and
the shell collapses, sometimes at a remarkable speed. Surely it is one more
evidence that we are in the last days.
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FROM EARLY MILESTONES—1979
This year we go back 35 years and briefly look at
some of the matters that were making the headlines
in 1979 which my father wrote about. This issue was
not completed until Feb 1980. The CSSS had stepped
in to publish Milestones, so for the first time there
was an illustration on the cover and for the first and
only time it looked at events over 14 months and so
carried the title Milestones 1979 and into the ‘80s.
So what were the issues of the day?
Many of them have an eerie echo of the issues of
2014! Russia had just marched into Afghanistan, to
the fury of the West. Although Afghanistan is a landlocked country, possessing this country would bring
Russia to within 300 miles of the warm waters of the
Indian Ocean. The country below Afghanistan which
has an extensive coastline is the southern end of
Pakistan. Afghanistan was intended as a stepping stone to making a passage to the
sea.
Russia and the World Chessboard. Aggressive Russia!
The heading to Chapter 1 was Russia and the World Chessboard. Aggressive
Russia! The Daily Telegraph had carried a headline at the start of 1979 The Year
of the Bear? Now Russia didn’t invade Afghanistan until the end of that year, but
obviously things were beginning to build up and the Bear was seen to be prowling!
Soviet troops started to go into Afghanistan on 24th Dec 1979 and this conflict
would last until 1989 when the last Soviet troops were withdrawn. With the
coming of Mikhail Gorbachev in 1985, Soviet policy had begun to change.
So this 1979 issue of Milestones, like this present edition, had much to say about
Russia and her aggression! An interesting chart showed the relative strengths of
Russia and her allies—the Warsaw Pact countries—compared with the NATO
countries. The Russian navy had been greatly enlarged; fielding 30% more surface
ships and 50% more submarines! The Warsaw Pact had more soldiers, 180% more
battle tanks and twice NATO’s numbers of tactical aircraft. Russia had seen the
importance of a strong navy.
“Today we have a fully modern navy, equipped with everything necessary for
the successful performance of all missions on the expanses of the world oceans.
Naval forces can be used—in peace time to put pressure on their enemies, as a
type of military demonstration, as a threat to interrupting sea communications
and as a hindrance to ocean commerce. The flag of the Soviet Navy now flies
over the oceans of the world. Sooner or later the West will have to understand
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that it is no longer master of the seas.” “Soviet sea power, merely a minor
defensive arm in 1953, has become the optimum means to defeat the imperialist
enemy, and the most important element in the Soviet arsenal to prepare the way
for a Communised world.” Conflict Studies No. 3 Admiral Gorshkov The Sea
Power of the State.
Some pages were spent on looking at how the latter-day Assyrian/Babylonian
power would be cruel in their subjugation of other nations. Quoting from Joel 2;
Habakkuk 1 & 2; Isaiah 13, Bro Graham showed that the characteristics of the
Assyrians could be found in the Soviets of his time. Things have not changed;
Putin and his soldiers have a ruthless streak. There was an interesting footnote to
show how closely allied the Assyrians and the Babylonians were, and that scripture
talks of both the latter-day Assyrian and Babylonian. John Thomas often talks of
the Assyrio-Babylonian power, showing that both characteristics combined in the
one power; as indicated by the description of the first beast in Daniel 7.

Pope John Paul II’s first year
There is an extensive chapter on Pope John Paul II, who had been elected in Nov
1978, so this was his first full year. He transformed the image of the Papacy and
was being classed as a Superstar, attracting huge crowds as he jetted around the
world. Mexico—January; Poland—May; Ireland—September; America and the
UN—October; Turkey—November. What a schedule! His visit to his homeland,
Poland was the first of several visits over time which led to the collapse of the
Soviet Union, but that lay some 12 years down the line.
The worship of Mary (called Mariolatry) was something that he strongly promoted,
appealing as it does to women, who in Catholic countries are so important to
sustaining the membership of the church. This devotion was warmly welcomed in
Poland and Ireland.

The year of the Egypt-Israel peace treaty
1979 was also the year when the Egypt-Israel peace treaty was signed. President
Sadat had made the historic visit to Jerusalem in 1977. Since then there have been
many high-level talks between the two sides. The Americans put Prime Minister
Begin of Israel under intense pressure to make concessions. He was prepared to
give up Sinai in exchange for peace, and to make concessions on the West Bank,
but was adamant that they would not give up Jerusalem. Following the Camp
David talks in 1978, President Carter shuttled between Egypt and Israel for several
days until he achieved an agreement. In the intervening 36 years, that Peace Treaty
has still held, albeit at times it has been a rather cold peace. In recent months in
2014, we have witnessed a quite remarkable alliance of Egypt and Israel against
Hamas; its foundation having been laid in 1979.
Apart from the Peace Treaty, news of Israel occupies only one further page.
In the nation of Israel, no light has yet appeared. The scene is characterised by
factions, strife, corruption, socialist inefficiency and pleasure seeking. For us, as
students of prophecy the problem remains as to how the peace and prosperity of
Ezekiel chapter 38 will come about. This continues to be the great puzzle. How

Chapter 2

From early Milestones—1979—13

can there be peace with the countries all bristling with arms? How can there be
peace with the nation so ungodly? Milestones 1979
The longest chapter devoted to a single nation is that on Britain and that was not a
very encouraging chapter! Britain was in the thrall of the Common Market as the
EU was referred to then. Even in those days the majority of the British thought it
was a bad thing to be a member!
It was in May 1979 that there was a change in government, as Labour lost to the
Conservatives with their new star, Margaret Thatcher. She was soon making her
presence felt in the EEC, demanding a rebate from the high levels of payments to
Brussels, much of which went to support the inefficient farmers of France. She was
prepared to stand up and speak up for Britain. France and Germany decided to
settle their differences and unite against perfidious Albion, but they had met their
match—she won! That rebate—now much emaciated—is still applied to this day.
The Common Market was doing quite well at the time, but one of the high costs of
membership was the high price of food. At that time, as indeed today, the cost of
food was considerably higher than that on the world markets. Bro Graham thought
this surely would be one of the things that would draw Britain to break with
Europe. Here we are another generation on, still a member, but increasingly that
partnership is looking tenuous.
Under Mrs Thatcher’s new government, ties with America were expected to
increase and Britain had begun to reverse the steep decline in the British Navy,
with the order for world-class submarines to be designed and built in Britain.
The Queen made an exhaustive and exhausting tour of the Middle East. The Royal
family were well regarded and she was warmly received. Many Middle East rulers
pass through British public (i.e. private!) schools such as Eton and Harrow and are
given military training at Sandhurst. It is interesting to read of these tentative steps,
drawing Britain back to the Middle East from which she had so ignominiously
withdrawn, following the Suez Crisis of 1956.
As far as the spiritual health of Britain was concerned, there was little to alleviate
the deep gloom. The “swinging 80’s” was about to dawn, with its permissive ways.
And sadly in the intervening years, there is not much cause for rejoicing.

The Israel of God in the isles of the sea
The final chapter was an exhortation drawn from the wonderful prophecy of Isaiah
ch. 24, entitled The Israel of God in the isles of the sea and is taken from verse 15.
A picture of the Gentiles grafted into the Israelitish Hope, bringing praise to God in
the islands of the sea, who shine as lights in the world, holding forth the word of
life. May we in our generation shine forth the Hope of Israel in the Gentile
darkness. My father warned:
Are we part of this world, or are we crying aloud the excellence of Yahweh; are
our songs of glory to the Righteous One heard? Our witness is growing feeble,
our separation less, our holiness less apparent. … Let us get into this proper
frame of mind, ‘waiting for the Master’ before it is too late.
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THE KING SHALL DO ACCORDING TO HIS WILL
One hundred and thirty three times, the phrase the king occurs in the book of
Daniel! In the majority of the cases it is referring to King Nebuchadnezzar, the
King of Babylon who came and plundered Israel, taking many captives, among
them the young prophet Daniel. The Book of Daniel records the personal and
spiritual triumph of Daniel, who refused the blandishments of Nebuchadnezzar’s
food, in order to be faithful to his God and live according to the requirements of
the Mosaic Law. He was greatly blessed by God, rising to very high positions and
able to move forward God’s work in bringing His people from Exile after the fall
of Babylon. His Name—God is my Judge, or, Judgment of El—reflects the message
of his book, and he was given wonderful visions concerning his people Israel and
their land, which stretch down to our day and generation. It will be mainly from
Daniel that we will look at world events and the ever-growing nearness to their
fulfilment with the Return of our Master and the destined King over all the earth.
We will be building upon the details given in last year’s Milestones and extending
it to consider the theme of ‘the KING’.

Daniel—Judgment of El.
God’s Purpose in creating the earth was to fill it with a race of humans whom He
would make like Himself; immortal and sinless; wonderful human vessels
transformed to reflect praise and glory to His Name Yahweh, throughout eternity.
It centred on one man who would be unique; God’s Son, yet born of a woman.
(Gal. 4:4) His life would vindicate the righteousness of God; show the frailty of
human nature and the need for service and dedication and demonstrate the
subjugation of self. That life of His Son necessitated his death. Flesh and blood
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God (1 Cor. 15:50); requiring a change in nature.
We know that his willing obedience to his Father, even to an agonising death,
demonstrated his faith in his Father; and his trust that his Father would raise him
from the dead and elevate him to God’s right hand.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the kingpin of God’s plan; all revolves around him. God
has deigned that like as Christ was raised from the dead, so the Lord Jesus would
raise from the dead his followers, to bestow upon the faithful the same change in
nature. God’s promises centre around Israel and so a nation will be prepared for the
heirs of this coming Kingdom—an assembly of Jews who having experienced the
travails of this life, having been brought to the brink by their enemies yoke, will
cry out to God for salvation. Their cry will be heard, their saviours will be at hand
to change their hearts. Recognising their Messiah to be none other than the once
rejected and crucified Lord Jesus, they will be in deep mourning and willing and
urgent to confess their sins and have them washed away in the waters of baptism.
These Jews in the Land of Israel will form the nucleus of the Kingdom. God’s
judgments will be poured out on a world which will refuse to acknowledge the
evidence that is put to them that this King of Israel, who is demanding their
submission, is none other than the Lord Jesus. There will also be a work running in
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parallel, summoning the scattered Jews to return to their homeland and
acknowledge that their Messiah really is Jesus of Nazareth, whom they crucified so
long ago. And acknowledge that he gave his life not only to save a multitude of
redeemed ones, but to restore his nation of Israel to favour with their God.
This is the plain and straightforward message of the Bible, yet few have accepted
it. In every age there have been powers that would snuff out Israel and demonstrate
the superiority of their gods to Yahweh, God of Israel.
For God things are black or white, one is part of Israel or part of the Gentiles; the
seed of the woman or the seed of the serpent; Zion or Rome.
In Daniel’s day, Nebuchadnezzar saw himself as the KING, into whose hands the
kings of the earth would be delivered. To him, Israel’s God was no different from
the gods of the other nations. Nebuchadnezzar had to learn the eternal truth, that
his understanding was wrong, so very wrong. There is a God in the heavens by
whose hand the nations are controlled.
Daniel had been chosen by God, carefully named—the judgments of El—for in his
life and prophecies, God would reveal this truth:
And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.
Dan. 7:27
This chapter 7 of Daniel reveals that the time of the Kingdom of Men desiring to
rule over Israel and destroy it, would come to an end in a period of great judgment.
I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose
garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his
throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.
A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the
judgment was set, and the books were opened.
I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I
beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the
burning flame.
As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet
their lives were prolonged for a season and time. Dan. 7:9-12
It is clear that there are many parallels with the four beasts of Daniel 7 and the
dream of Nebuchadnezzar of the four image metals in chapter 2. They speak of
parallel events, to King Nebuchadnezzar was revealed matters from his human
perspective and to Daniel God revealed the same matters with extra details,
describing the dominions of men as wild animals, for that is how God sees them.
Both the passage quoted above and the account in chapter 2, make it clear that in
some way there is a latter-day fulfilment. Although we correctly see a succession
of Empires, yet the basic understanding of the vision is of a time when all the
metals co-exist, when the completed Image stands for its first and only time. Those
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feet are inadequate for the task—they are of iron and clay and the Image topheavy. Its duration will be short-lived. The Lord Jesus as the little stone power
breaks it to pieces so that gold, silver, brass, iron and clay are destroyed.
Thus the God revealed to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.
(2:28)
We have touched upon these matters several times in recent issues, but we wish to
look at Daniel’s prophecies and see how his words about the KING have their
latter-day fulfilment.

Who is the KING today?
We note that the common characteristic of the successive powers described in the
Image—the Assyrio-Babylonians, the Medes and Persians, the Greeks and the
Romans—was that their dominions impinged on Israel’s Kingdom. Israel’s
Kingdom was God’s Kingdom upon earth and the Israelites were tenants in God’s
land. Whereas the Kingdom of Israel’s enemies dominion was permitted for the
time by the Creator of heaven and earth. The word ‘dominion’ in English is the
territory of a sovereign or government. A ‘Kingdom’ is the dominion of a King.
Every Kingdom must, to some degree or other, be in rivalry with God’s Kingdom;
that is why their dominion will eventually be taken away. (7:12).
Once we see that the dominion of God is represented by His nation Israel, and men
have sought to destroy or control that dominion, then we can see how the prophecy
of Nebuchadnezzar’s Image works. In their day the Assyrio-Babylonian power had
dominion over Israel. It led into captivity first the Northern Kingdom of Israel,
then the Southern Kingdom of Judah. The Medes and Persians that followed
likewise ruled over the affairs of the returned exiles. Cyrus permitted them to
return, but it was not as an independent country. At a subsequent King’s command,
the work of building ceased, until further decrees made it possible for the work to
continue. Under the Greeks, Israel suffered greatly as its territory was at the
meeting point of two rival powers; the Ptolemies and the Seleucids. There was a
period when Israel did throw off Greek domination and for about 100 years had
independence under the Maccabees, before coming under the power of Rome. It
was while under Rome that Pilate authorised the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus. The
Jews rejection of their Messiah brought the wrath of God against His nation (as had
been foretold). With Jerusalem captured, the Temple in flames and many Jews
dead, Rome scattered the remaining captives into the slave markets of the Empire.
Israel as a nation ceased to exist, until modern times.
Once again Israel is a nation in their own land, and, just as in the past, we see
increasing hostility to its existence, not only from many of her neighbours, but
nations around the world are showing their enmity. As well as Muslim opposition,
the churches largely are equally active in their support of the Palestinians against
the Israelis, driven by their Replacement Theology ideas. During the conflict in
Gaza this year, anti-Semitic incidents rocketed. It is not difficult to visualise many
nations giving their support to terminate Israel’s possession of this strip of
territory, being a small part of their former possessions. Indeed many among the
Arab nations would deny the Jews have any connection to this land! As this now
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involves many nations, and Israel is back in their land after a long period of
absence, we can see how the latter days fulfilment of the Image can take place.
There has been a long gap since the Roman Empire had possession of Israel; we
can appreciate that in the absence of Israel, one can’t have an Image power; but
with Israel in the land today we can!
What we are witnessing are the preparations, under God’s guidance, for the nations
of the earth to rally together to see the destruction of the nation of Israel. There are
many aspects to this preparation, let us see what Daniel has to say about the
leadership of this company of nations. It might surprise us!

The KING of Daniel 2
Thinking then, not so much of the build-up over the centuries of the different
elements, but the final, latter-day standing up, it is clear that as in a human, the
head is where the control is to be found. Nebuchadnezzar was told:
Thou, O king, art a king of kings: … Thou art this head of gold. v. 37,38
Now the Babylonians disappeared as a power some 2,500 years ago, yet we know
from later chapters in Daniel and from other prophets and the Book of Revelation,
that the spirit of Babylon lives on.
Jeremiah, in speaking of the coming fall of Babylon, saw that there would be a day
when Israel would triumph over Babylon. This did not happen in the past, so it is
clear that there must be a latter-day Babylon, over which Israel will triumph.
The portion of Jacob is not like them; for he is the former of all things: and
Israel is the rod of his inheritance: the LORD of hosts is his name.
Thou art my battle axe and weapons of war: for with thee will I break in pieces
the nations, and with thee will I destroy kingdoms;
And I will render unto Babylon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their
evil that they have done in Zion in your sight, saith the LORD. Jer. 51:19,20,24
The name Nebuchadnezzar in the ancient Akkadian language of the region, can be
translated “O god Nabu, preserve/defend my firstborn son”—seemingly a plea by
his father for the gods to look after him. Nebuchadnezzar was not only King of
Babylon he was Head of the Babylonian religion. This usurpation of God’s role of
the Great Ruler and the One to be worshipped began with the false system of
religion set up by Nimrod, the first king of Babel. About 15 years or so after his
dream, Nebuchadnezzar constructed an image, this time all of gold. He set it up
and commanded all to bow down before and worship this image of
Nebuchadnezzar’s imaginations, made with not just a head of gold, but entirely of
that material. He was confident in the enduring power of Babylon!
Nebuchadnezzar tried to demonstrate the superiority of his gods over Yahweh,
Israel’s God, by changing the names of Daniel and his companions whose Hebrew
names included titles of God and gave them names reflecting his gods. A century
earlier, Sennacharib had poured scorn on Israel’s God, boasting in the power of his
gods as we read in Isaiah 36, when the king’s representative, Rabshakeh, mocked
the power of Yahweh to deliver the Jews from the power of Assyria’s gods.
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The spirit of Babylon was to live on in the succeeding Empires. We read in Daniel
ch 6 of the decree that Darius the Persian made—that for 30 days petitions had to
be made only to the King and not to any god or man. Clearly he thought of himself
as a god. The Greeks used the title Basileus (meaning king) which also combined
the role of high priest. The Roman leaders from Augustus onwards, used the title
Pontifex Maximus (bridge builder) to signify their position as the keeper of the
bridge between man and the gods, a title adopted by the Papacy.

The KING of Daniel 4
This is the chapter of King Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling, following his dream of
the tree being cut down for seven times before it was restored. The KING exalted
himself and forgot that all power was given him by God.
Is not this great Babylon that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the
might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? v. 30
He lost his power until he learned,
… that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
he will. v. 32
We saw in the last two issues of Milestones that here was a prophecy showing that
the things of Babylon would be preserved with iron and brass bands, so that at the
end of the seven times it could re-flourish. In the first instance this came at the end
of Nebuchadnezzar’s madness, when he became king again. We saw that 7 times,
or 7 times of years (7 x 360 days) equates to 2520 days which was
Nebuchadnezzar’s time of illness, As a longer term prophecy, on a day for a year
basis, this projects to 2520 years, which from the fall of Babylon brings us to the
1980’s the time when the iron of the Roman Catholic Church began to flourish
again under Pope John Paul II and a few years later with the fall of the Soviet, the
brass of the Russian Orthodox church flourished again. The Babylonian tree had
been preserved in the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches.

The KING of Daniel 7
In chapter 7, under the symbols of the four beasts which are clearly paralleled with
the metals of chapter 2, we get our reference to The KING in the details of the
little horn. This king is referred to as “he”.
And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another
shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue
three kings.
And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the
saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be
given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.
But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume
and to destroy it unto the end.
And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most high, whose
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kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.
Dan. 7:24-27
Clearly it is in existence when the Ancient of Days comes, who will destroy this
system and takes the dominion of the other beasts away. This is the True King,
who will take possession of the Kingdom of Men in order to establish the Kingdom
of God. Again we see the work of the Papacy in the description of this little horn
king who had the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. v. 8

The KING of Daniel 8
We now begin to get more detail about this KING power. In Milestones 1983 my
father dealt extensively with the KING from chapter 8 onwards. It was a time of
Russian aggression and it was important that one understood the latter-day picture
of the KING in relation to those two elements which were characteristic in the
past—rulership of state and church. It is clear that we are looking for and seeing
the final development of the KINGdom of men, which will see a latter-day
Babylonian Head with its Papal eyes and mouth, which will head up the Image
when, for the first and only time, it stands upon its unstable iron-clay feet. We can
see from Ezekiel 38 that Russia fits the actions of Gog; Daniel will provide the
same evidence that Russia equates with Babylon. Using much of the original
material from 1983, let’s see the consistency of the prophets. It will help us to see
what Putin models himself on, a matter completely misunderstood in the West.
Daniel chapter 8 to the end of the book is concerned with Israel and their land. The
vision in chapter 8 concerning Israel’s down treading is a theme that continues to
the end of the book. In Daniel 8:23 the Roman power is described as a king of
fierce countenance. The KING is not a single person, but represents a dynasty or
rulership. This KING-power was destined to destroy the mighty and holy people
(8:24). Earlier in the chapter (8:10-12) it is said it would suppress the army and
leaders of Israel; put to death the prince of the host, Jesus Christ; take away the
daily sacrifice and break down the temple; and oppose the truth set out by Jesus
and the apostles. This power, not in existence in Daniel’s time, was to pour out
God’s indignation against Israel; also termed a time of their ‘down treading’
(7:23). This indignation was to last for a long time (8:26), but Daniel was assured
there would eventually be an end.
I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the
time appointed the end shall be. 8:19
The end of the matter is given in verse 25: after prospering through deceit,
He shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken
without hand.
Let us appreciate what this means. It means that the same power that trod down
Israel in the first century was to continue and to be in existence when Christ
returns; and that it would at that time oppose him and be destroyed
miraculously—broken without hand. It is fitting that this should be so. God is a
God of judgment. A proper recompense awaits the power that has done this evil to
God’s people for so long. In this chapter it is called the avenging. In verse 14 it
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says that after the down treading, the holy shall be avenged (the Hebrew word
expresses put right; be justified, its cause vindicated (Brown-Driver-BriggsGesenius), rather than ‘cleanse’ as in the AV).
Here then is one clear guide. In some way, the diverse elements of Europe are to be
united under one head, as the final phase of the Roman power, the KING, and will
stand up against Christ.

The KING of Daniel 11
In chapter 10 the appointed end (8:19) of the indignation is expressed in the words:
Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the
latter days: for yet the vision is for many days. Dan.10:14
Chapter 11 follows with this information, particularly in its last section concerning
the Time of the End (v. 40). The first part of the chapter concerns events a short
way ahead from Daniel’s time, when a King of the North (the Seleucids) and a
King of the South (the Ptolemies) would bring devastation to the land of Israel as
they warred against each other. The second part of the chapter (verses 36-39)
interests us because it concerns the chief power of chapter 8, the KING. These
verses tell us two things: first that the KING-power was to prosper until the
indignation of God against Israel is accomplished; and secondly this power was to
change its religion. This second point refers to the change from paganism to
Christianity under the Emperor Constantine.
Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers,
And a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold and silver, and
with precious stones, and pleasant things. Dan.11:37,38
Justinian, a later emperor in the 6th century, was outstanding in building fine
churches and honouring the Catholic religion.
The last section of chapter 11 concerns the Time of the End when the land of Israel
is overrun and Jerusalem taken. At this critical point, Michael, the great Prince,
stands up for his people. This invasion of the land is the last element of the Divine
indignation against Israel and its land. As the KING-power prospers until the
indignation is accomplished, the KING-power must be prospering at this time.
Now the power that carries out this final indignation is described as ‘the King of
the North’ so we must conclude that the KING-power and the King of the North
are the same. This is confirmed from chapter 8, where, we remember, it is the
KING-power that stands up against the Prince of princes and is destroyed by him.
Why should the KING-power be called the King of the North? The reasonable
answer is that when this last invasion of the land takes place there will be a similar
situation to that of the earlier historical King of the North/King of the South: two
foreign powers hostile to each other and north and south of the land (a situation we
see developing today!) As in the original situation under Antiochus, the King of the
North is victorious and also takes Jerusalem. How then does the KING-power
become the King of the North? Verse 40 tells us. After a pushing by the King of
the South (Allenby in 1917, or a still future event?), the King of the North comes
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against him—the KING-power of the preceding verses—and the King of the North
is obviously successful as expressed in the words that he shall come:
Like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships: and
he shall enter into the countries and shall overflow and pass over. 11:40
In this language we see the future described when Russia comes from thy place out
of the north parts (Eze. 38:15) and before descending on the Middle East and the
land of Israel, takes over the KING-power position. The KING-power and the King
of the North are merged together; they become one power, with Russia as the
leader—Be thou a guard unto them as Ezekiel says v. 7.
So when Russia moves into Europe it will be the reviving of the Roman power—
bringing into being the final phase of that system that has endured from the time of
Christ’s first coming. In our next chapter it is shown how Russia’s history and
national characteristics make her the power to lead the revived Roman Empire.
Both Daniel and Ezekiel describe the final invasion of the land, and we must add
together what they both say. It is not just Russia coming to take a spoil, but also the
beginning of Divine judgment on the Roman power for its oppression of God’s
people from the first century onwards. We can look for the following
developments:
1) The development of two hostile powers north and south of the land;
2) Russia uniting the whole of a Germany-led Europe, and welding it into a mighty
confederacy including the Catholic Church, with enmity against Israel;
3) The coming against Israel and their land as the last act of God’s indignation
against His people;
4) Michael, Israel’s great Prince, delivering his people and the invader being
broken without hand. This is the same occasion referred to by Isaiah when the
terrible overthrow at Bozrah is declared to be The day of the LORD’S vengeance
and the year of recompenses for the controversy of’ Zion. Isa. 34:8
5) To complete the picture, after the holy being avenged in the land of Israel, a
final war takes place in Europe, described in Revelation as the ten horns of the
beast making war with the Lamb and the Lamb overcoming them (Rev. 17:13, 17;
19:19-21).

Vital links between Daniel 7 and Daniel 8
We have established that the Roman power, the KING, of chapter 8, must be
revived at the time of Christ’s coming and that this power will oppose Christ and
be destroyed by him. This is an important guideline for us and it is useful to see
that the same conclusion arises from reading Daniel 7.
It is clear in Daniel chapter 7 that the fourth beast and its terrible little horn and
mouth speaking great things is in existence when Christ comes. Thus verse 22 says
the saints take the kingdom from the fourth beast; verses 26 and 27 say that the
saints take away the dominion of the little horn; verse 11 describes the Ancient of
Days (in the person of the Son of man) sitting in judgment while the fourth beast is
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slain, his body destroyed and given to the burning flame. Biblically, the enemy of
Christ when he comes, is the Roman power.
Chapter 7 provides us with two more items of interest. The fourth beast destroys
with its great iron teeth and stamps the residue with its brazen claws. So the last
phase, the stamping of the residue, is done with brazen claws. This indicates that
the military power of the revived Roman beast is Grecian—in the East. This is the
position Russia will occupy when she moves south and west into Europe. Further,
the dominant element at this time is the little horn’s mouth. Verse 11 says at the
time of judgment,
I beheld then because of the voice of the great words that the horn spake.
So the Papacy is not to decline, but is to continue its present progress. Chapter 7
requires at the coming of Christ, a Greco-Roman military power and the papal
mouth as the important elements of the Roman beast. As they are on the same
beast, we must expect cooperation between these military and religious powers.
(The book of Revelation, chapters 17 and 19, tell us that the papal voice is
strongest at the end when it makes its last stand along with the ten horns. That will
be after the destruction of Gog’s forces on the mountains of Israel.)

The resurrection before the invasion of the land
In the vision of Daniel chapter 8, Daniel is in a deep sleep with his face toward the
ground; then he is touched and set upright. This represented resurrection from the
death state. It is after this that the angel says,
I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation. 8:19
So the invasion of the land described at the end of Daniel 11 as the last act of
God’s indignation against Israel comes after the resurrection.
Chapter 12 speaks in literal terms of the resurrection, “at that time” (that is at the
time of the previous section, the Time of the End), without specifying exactly at
what point in the sequence of events. Michael the great prince MIY KA EL
of Israel is associated with the resurrection. Jesus Christ is the Who like God
great Prince of Israel. He comes as God’s representative.
So how long between the return of the Master to his household and the invasion of
the land, which will then be followed by the battle of Armageddon, when Israel’s
invaders are slain? There is a hint in the ordinances of the feast of the 7th month, in
Leviticus 23:24. On the 1st day of the month is the blowing of trumpets to proclaim
a Sabbath rest. On the 10th day, v. 27, was the Day of Atonement. Could this 10
day gap point to a 10 year period from the trumpet call of the resurrection, to the
atonement of the nation of Israel following Armageddon? There are several
allusions to the Exodus journey as a type of the setting up of the Kingdom and
restoring all the faithful Jews to their land. (Mic. 7:15; Jer. 16:14-16; Isa. 11:11,
12) A 40 year period to set up the Kingdom would make a 50 year period in total
from Christ’s return—a Jubilee period.

Chapter 4

Russia, the Greco-Roman King of the North—23

Chapter 4:

back to contents

RUSSIA, THE GRECO-ROMAN KING OF THE
NORTH
We now need to show from history that Russia is the one referred to as the latterday King of the North. There have been great changes in Russia since the breakup
of the Soviet Union in 1991. The atheistic spirit of communism has been replaced
by an explosion of church and cathedral building, which we will look at in chapter
5. Again we dip into words written by Bro Graham in Milestones 1983.

Israel and the Book of Revelation
Before taking a brief look at Russian history, a question should be answered.
Where in the book of Revelation is the counterpart to the Time of the End events in
Daniel, when the KING invades the land of Israel? In the Revelation, the Dragon is
the prime symbol for the Roman power, centred on Rome when pagan, and in the
court at Constantinople when ‘Christian’. The Dragon is the equivalent of the little
horn of the goat of Daniel 8, the KING. The Revelation is chiefly concerned with
developments in Western Europe, presented in the symbols of the Beast of the Sea,
the Beast of the Earth, and the Image of the Beast (Rev. 13). At the time when
Christ comes, the Dragon still exists, because we are told that frog-like spirits go
forth from the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet to gather the nations to the
war of the great day of God Almighty (16:13-14). This is followed by Behold, I
come as a thief. And the next verse reads: And he gathered them together into a
place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. Strangely, nothing more is said
about Armageddon, and the chapters that follow deal with the judgment on the
Beast, on Babylon the Great, and the Harlot. That Armageddon is in the land of
Israel is expressed by saying in the Hebrew tongue. It is here that we fit in the
invasion of the land of Daniel 11 and we suppose no detail is given in the
Revelation because it has been adequately dealt with by Daniel. Further, the
Revelation is a book about the circumstances of the saints, not the nation of Israel.
It deals with the witness of the saints, their suffering and persecution and their
avengement when Christ comes. This witness and persecution was chiefly in
Western Europe, under the Beasts of chapter 13, and so the judgments when Christ
comes (chapters 17-19), are concerned with the Beast and not the Dragon, or the
KING of Daniel’s prophecy.

Russia the Inheritor of the Greco-Roman System
Our interest now is to see the appropriateness of Russia becoming the last
representative of the little horn of the goat, the KING. So with our attention now
fixed on the eastern part of Europe, we want to see how the past carries forward to
the present. The exercise is to look at Europe from this different angle, and to
adjust our minds to see that Russia in the east is just as much a part of Europe
as is Germany in the west. Whereas Germany was Christianised from the western
centre of Rome, Russia was Christianised from Constantinople. Both are
extensions of the Roman world. Both were subject to the Roman law revised and
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codified by the Roman Emperor, Justinian—more of him in the next chapter. These
two basic elements—common law and common religion—make East and West
essentially one, despite the many differences. It could be said that Russia and the
Slav countries were more Roman than Germany and Western Europe, for they
were more directly under the influence of the Emperor at Constantinople. Let us
look at this relationship with Constantinople, and then we shall be ready to expect
that Russia will become the final representative of the KING, the Greco-Roman
horn; and fulfilling a similar role to that of Justinian, the Emperor at
Constantinople, Emperor over the whole Roman world, giving support to the
Bishop of Rome as head of all [false] Christianity in the East and the West.
In history, the Eastern Roman Empire, centred on Constantinople, is usually known
as the Byzantine Empire, Byzantium being the ancient name of Constantinople
(now called Istanbul). Russia is recognised as having been part of the Byzantine
civilisation. Byzantine civilisation geographically is described as follows:
A compound of Roman, Hellenistic, and Christian traditions, it can be described
in terms of the geographical area over which its influence was once
predominant. Originally limited to the territories of the Eastern Roman Empire,
above all to the Balkans and Asia Minor, Byzantine civilisation made a thrust
northward into Russia shortly before most of Asia Minor was lost to Islam. The
Balkans and Russia remained its main strongholds during the remaining part of
the Middle Ages. Today the area occupied by the ‘heirs of Byzantium’ is
basically the same, with the addition of the territories won for Orthodox
Christianity by Russia’s eastward expansion; it comprises the European lands
inhabited by the Serbs, the Albanians, the Greeks, the Bulgarians, the
Rumanians, and the Russians. The history of these six people reveals a striking
similarity which to some extent overshadows their ethnic and linguistic
differences; they are united by a common membership of the Eastern Orthodox
Church and by the powerful influence exerted by Byzantium on their medieval
culture. D. Obolensky Russia’s Byzantium Heritage Oxford Slavonic Papers,
Vol. 1, 1950, pg. 48
The following further quotations from Obolensky’s paper show how Byzantium,
New Rome as it was called, was the main source of Russian civilisation:
Russia owes her religion and the greater part of her medieval culture to the
Byzantine Empire, both directly, and through her connections with
Constantinople in the ninth and tenth centuries, and indirectly, through SlavoByzantine schools of the tenth century Bulgaria.
Byzantium brought to Russia five gifts: her religion, her law, her view of the
world, her art and writing.
Byzantine influence, which spread to Russia through the medium of Christianity
and the channel of the upper class, was slow in filtering down to the other
sections of society; but filter down it did, and over the course of the Middle
Ages it pervaded in varying degrees the whole of Russian society from the
prince to the peasant, leaving practically no aspect of Russian life untouched.
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We may conclude that Russia’s parent civilisation was the Byzantine culture of
East Rome, in whose terms Russian history remains intelligible at least to the
middle of the fifteenth century.
Rome was not pleased that Russia was following the Greek Orthodox religion!
Vladimir’s actions outraged Rome and alienated the Pope. This had the most
far-reaching consequences because it virtually isolated Russia from Western
Europe and while some level of commerce continued, cultural interaction was
severely limited. In the 15th century some attempts were made to unite the
Russian Orthodox and Catholic churches. In 1441 Metropolitan Isidor,
representing Russian Orthodoxy at the Council of Florence, accepted unification
with the Catholic Church. When he announced his decision in Moscow, his
proposal was rejected, he was imprisoned and the Russian Orthodox Church
was confined to its national boundaries. From the viewpoint of Western Europe,
Russia became an even more remote place. Nonna Ryan Byzantine Influence on
Russia Through the Ages 2006
This has continued, enabling a Dragon power to continue in the east and the Beast
system in the west.

The KING shall exalt himself: Daniel 11:36
When Constantine established his new throne in the East, he adopted the style of
the Babylonian kings; he was an absolute monarch and head of the church and
priest-craft; he was to be worshipped as God on earth. As Daniel 11:36 says: He
shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god. This outstanding
characteristic of the Byzantine emperorship finds its reflection in the Russian
constitution. The quotations that follow are taken from the book The Root of
Europe, produced by the Geographical Society in 1952, with contributions from
seven writers. The last two parts are by Prof. F. Dvornok, with the titles Byzantium
and the North and Byzantine influences in Russia.
The Russians were as keen as the Bulgarians and the Serbs on Byzantine
political thought. They acknowledged the Basileus (Emperor) of the Romans as
the representative of God on earth and the head of Christendom, submitted to
his laws and referred to him all important decisions in religious matters.
The Metropolitan of Kiev, who for centuries remained the head of the Russian
church and Russia’s cultural leader, was appointed by the Patriarch of
Constantinople, confirmed by the Basileus (Emperor), and was usually a Greek.
Such a situation was only possible in Russia because the Russians had taken
from Byzantium the Byzantine and Christian version of the Hellenistic notion of
the divinised king—the Law Incarnate, the Basileus, the successor of
Constantine the Great, the only representative of God on earth, who wielded
supreme power over all Christians. This alone explains the sort of subordination
to Constantinople in which Russia was held during the first four centuries of her
existence. It was not the dependence of a vassal, as many historians have
wrongly assumed. The supreme authority of the Orthodox Basileus (Emperor)
was perfectly compatible with the political independence of the Grand Prince of
Kiev and other Russian princes. The basic principles of legislation were
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Byzantine, and this helped both Byzantines and Russians to reconcile the notion
of a supreme legislator in Constantinople with an independent growth of
Russian law, in which sufficient allowance was made for the gradual absorption
of Western principles after her first codification of the Russkaya Pravada or
Russian law, started by Yaraslav the Wise. This Byzantine conception became
the principle of all Russian religious and political thought.
Under Mongol rule, Russia remained closed to every Western influence, and
Byzantium served as the only source of inspiration; the Emperor acted as head
of Orthodox Christianity and his decisions were law in Russia, even though
contact with the tottering empire and its influence declined. In Russian
estimation the fall of Constantinople to the Turks in 1453 was God’s
punishment. Ivan III was the legitimate successor of the Greek Basileus and
Moscow henceforth the Third Rome. Ivan’s marriage to Sophia, the last
Byzantine princess; and the adoption of the Byzantine Emperor’s coat-of-arms,
the double-headed eagle, symbolised the transformation. There followed an
intensive study of Byzantine political literature under the inspiration of the
clergy, in search of Russian formulations. In 1547 Ivan IV, the Terrible, lent to
this general feeling a concrete and final expression by accepting the imperial
crown and officially assuming the title of Tzar. The court of Moscow was
organised on the Byzantine model, and the Tzar defined his own powers in
words which could have been used by the Byzantine Basileus.
“The autocratic regime comes from God and the Tzar carries out God’s wishes.
He wields every power over all things and it is his duty to provide for the
salvation of his people which God has entrusted to his care.”
Moscow took its succession to Byzantium seriously, the first synod of the
Russian Church in 1551, was held after the model of the great ecclesiastical
gatherings once held in Constantinople under the chairmanship of the Basileus.
The erection of the Moscow patriarchate in 1589 finally sealed the transition.
Such are the strong roots Russia has in the Eastern Roman Empire.

The KING and his God
Daniel chapter 11 shows the close linking of the military, civil and religious power.
And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and
magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the
God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that
that is determined shall be done.
Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor
regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.
But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers
knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and
pleasant things. Dan. 11:36-38
The new god of these verses is not Jesus Christ or the Almighty (he is God of gods
v. 36), but the Bishop of Rome as he emerged as Pope. The Byzantine Emperor,
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Justinian, who reigned from 527 to 565, made him head of ALL the churches, east
and west; and so it will be again, when the Vatican has control of the Orthodox
Churches. In verse 38 the KING honours the god of guardians, that is, the high
priest who directs the ‘worship’ of the Virgin Mary and the guardian saints in
heaven and implores their protection and mediation. Again in verse 39 the KING
honours the strange god whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory. ‘God
on earth’ has been the claim of the Pope through the centuries. So the head of the
Christian churches is an associate of the KING-power. And as it has been the chief
persecutor of both saints and Jews, it appropriately is part of the system at the Time
of the End in order to receive the recompense for the evil done. The Vatican and
Russia will be in alliance. In chapter 8, we will examine some of the parallels
between Putin and the Emperor Justinian.

The fall of the Soviet Empire
The collapse of communism, triggered in part by the tireless efforts of Pope John
Paul II with the help of the American CIA—which is widely acknowledged and
written about (see Milestones 1992 ch. 3)—cleared the way for a spectacular
revival of Christianity in Russia. The statistics are amazing. This is an extract from
a very interesting talk given by the Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Hilarion who is
chairman of his Church’s Department for External Church Relations, on a visit to
Rome.
Hilarion traces the beginning of an authentic “conversion of Russia” to the
celebrations in 1988 of the 1,000th anniversary of the baptism of “the Rus” (the
Russian people collectively).
“From that moment on, there began a revival of the Church, unprecedented in its
scale, throughout the expanse of the former Soviet Union. At the beginning of
the 1990s the number of those wanting to be baptized was such that a typical
priest in a typical city or village church could baptize in the course of one day
hundreds of people. Everywhere churches were restored and opened.
“Throughout the last 26 years in the Russian Church there have been restored
from ruins or opened anew more than 26,000 churches: this means that we have
opened and continue to open a thousand churches a year or three churches
every day. There have been opened more than 800 monasteries, which have
been filled with young monks and nuns.
“In the large cities, Church secondary schools and church institutes of further
education have appeared. Theological faculties have been opened in secular
universities. The Church has assumed the direction of her activities which in the
period of persecution were in effect banned: publications, social ministry and
charity work.
“And all of this has taken place in the very same era which in the West some
call post-Christian.” Robert Moynihan Letters 20-Oct-14
Church and State work side by side. Mr Putin is said to be thoroughly conversant
with the Russian Orthodox faith and attends church frequently.
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UKRAINE THE BIRTHPLACE OF RUSSIA
With our background so far, we can see the importance of the role that Russia has
to play. What we need to do is to establish why Putin is so upset at the West’s
efforts to pull Ukraine westward. To the Russians, Kiev the capital of Ukraine
represents the birthplace of their Empire! We will link history and the scriptures.

Kievan Rus
In Elpis Israel, John Thomas traces the movement of some of the sons of Japheth,
one of Noah’s 3 sons who repopulated the earth after the Flood. John Allfree also
has an excellent section on the history of these Japhethites in Ezekiel. An exposition
of chapters 1-39. Japheth’s
sons moved westward into
Europe, leaving traces of their
family names in the names of
rivers, towns and regions. From
the prophecy of Ezekiel 38,
which describes the coming of
the nations under the headship of Gog to conquer Israel, we see 3 of Japheth’s
sons, Tubal, Meshech and Tiras. The latter does not occur as such in Ezekiel 38,
but appears under the name of Ros(h) (as the word chief is translated in modern
versions). This is the son we are particularly interested in.
Tiras settled in the vicinity of what is now called Constantinople, in Europe,
and from him the Thracians descended, and that country was anciently called
Thrace. McKinstry The World’s Great Empires
From here they moved northwards giving their name to the River Tyras—now the
Dniester—and its chief city on the river, Tiraspol. This was the area of the
Scythians, whom Byzantine chroniclers termed the Tauro-Scythia or the Tauri.
The Russian historian Gregov remarks:
Kiev Rus was for a long time known among the Greeks as Scythia or TauroScythia … these Tauro-Scythians call themselves Rus.
Rosh. Rosh/Ros/Rus is the ancient name for Russia. My Encyclopaedia Britannica
(14th ed.) says, “the name ‘Russia’ is derived through Rossiya from Slavonic Rus
or Ros.” Gesenius, the 18th century German scholar, who was a Hebrew specialist,
said of Rosh “a proper noun of a northern nation, undoubtedly the Russians.” The
historian Gibbon in his “Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire” (Vol. 7 p. 80)
states, “that among the Greeks, the national appellation (for the Russians) had a
singular Ros.” They can be traced back to Tiras, the youngest son of Japheth as
listed in Genesis 10, and possibly providing the origin of Rus.
So the descendants of Tiras settled in the region of today’s Ukraine and Crimea,
and the Russian nation of today takes its origin from this region. We trace Russian
history from the events of the ninth century. Kiev was conquered in around 882 by
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Prince Oleg of Novgorod (way to the
north of Kiev) and founded the state of
Kievan Rus. Some historians describe it
not so much as a conquest but a
merging of the two great cities. It
became a flourishing centre.
At its peak Kievan Rus was not only a
powerful state carrying on diplomatic
and economic relations with a large
number of its fellows throughout
Europe and the Middle East, but also
the centre of a remarkable culture.
Some of its princes deserve inclusion
among the ranks of the great rulers of
medieval times. Paul Dukes A History
of Russia.
Oleg was succeeded by Grand Prince Igor, who, according to Dukes,
Soviet historians look upon as the ‘true beginning of the Russian princely line’.
Following his death, his widow Olga took over and the state flourished. She
maintained a strong link to Constantinople and was “converted to Christianity”.
Olga’s son remained a pagan, but it was through the “baptism” of his own son,
Vladimir, in around 988 that the Greek Orthodox Church came to be the State
religion of this region. Vladimir had sent envoys to study the religions of the
surrounding nations, and they had been most impressed by the Orthodox Church in
Constantinople. So Vladimir, having taken a part of Crimea, boldly asked the
Byzantine Emperor to give him his sister, Anna, in marriage. He agreed to be
“baptised” and this took place in Crimea in the Greek town of Chersonesos,
according to Russian tradition and was followed by his marriage to Anna.
Returning home he had his subjects “baptised” in the Dnieper River that runs
through Kiev. He swept away the pagan temples and started building churches!
There followed a turbulent period of consolidation, but by the mid-eleventh
century, Russia—Kievan Rus—was “the biggest and strongest state in Europe”
according to the Soviet historian Grekov. The Russian Church played an important
role in its development.
Under pressure from the Mongols under Genghis Khan, the state of Kievan Rus
was broken up, its rulers and priests barbarously tortured and Kiev was sacked in
1240. As the region fell to the Mongols, it also came under pressure from the
Roman Catholic Swedes to the north, who, far from helping fellow Christians, took
the opportunity to spread Roman Catholicism. However they were defeated and
according to A Short History of the USSR by Smirnov, a Soviet historian:
The victory saved the Russian people from the fate of the Baltic tribes and the
Slavs of the Elbe who were enslaved by the Germans.
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Due to Mongol pressure, Kiev’s Russian inhabitants were forced northwards, and
Moscow began to grow in importance. Our first reference to Moscow occurs in
1137; by the 14th century it became the centre of the Russian nation. With the fall
of Constantinople in 1453, the centre of Orthodox Christianity now flourished in
Russia under Ivan III.
In 1462 Moscow had become the political as well as the religious centre of the
Russian lands. Paul Dukes A History of Russia
It was a period in which the basic territory of Russia was welded into a single
state and completely liberated from the Tatar yoke, and in which the political
foundations of that state took shape. Smirnov A Short History of the USSR
During the 15th and 16th centuries there was much rebuilding in Moscow including
the Kremlin and two of its churches, reflecting Russia’s own take on the
architecture of Constantinople. With the Russian Church flourishing, Moscow
became known as the 3rd Rome; Constantinople had been the 2nd Rome.
Ukraine meanwhile was divided up and by the mid-14th century was controlled by
three powers, the Golden Horde, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Kingdom
of Poland. In 1653 they were controlled by Roman Catholic Poland; they rebelled
and voted to turn to Moscow. Under the Treaty of Pereyaslave in 1654 Ukraine
came under Russian control. By the late 18th century Ukraine was divided by
Tsarist Russia and Habsburg Austria. Following the Russian Revolution, Ukraine
declared its independence, but by late 1919 the new Soviet army conquered it and
it became the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. The Ukrainian language and
culture was repressed and millions starved to death.
Ukraine was occupied by Nazi Germany in 1941, but was back under Soviet
control at the end of the war. In 1991, once more Ukraine became independent.

Crimea
Crimea is a peninsula linked to
Ukraine. It has had a chequered
history and was not always part
of Ukraine. In the mid-10th
century, the eastern side was
under control of the Kievan Rus,
while the southern part was
under the control of Byzantium.
It then fell to the Mongols,
regaining independence in the
Crimea
15th century and then coming
under Ottoman control. In 1783 it became part of the Russian Empire. The
Crimean War of 1853-1856 was an attempt by the French and British and the
Ottoman Empire to win it back from Russia. Disastrous losses forced a settlement
and Crimea was divided between the Russian and the Ottoman Empires. After the
end of WWI, Crimea became part of the Soviet Union in 1921. After occupation by
the Nazis in WWII, Crimea became part of the Soviet Union again until 1954 when
the Soviet transferred it to the control of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
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following Stalin’s death and as part of the deStalinisation of Russia under Khrushchev. It was
described as a gift to mark the 300th anniversary
of the Treaty of Pereyaslav which was the
occasion when Ukraine became part of Russia.
Under the Soviet system it meant that Russia
was still in control, little imagining that one day
the vast Soviet Empire would crumble. Upon
the fall of the Empire in 1991, it remained with
Ukraine and Russia had to pay rental to Ukraine
for the privilege of using the facilities on the
isthmus! This was the position until the events
of February and March 2014 unfolded and it has
now broken away from Ukraine and is back
under Russian control and is known as the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea.
Crimea’s importance lies in its fertile soil,
agriculture is its main business and the fact that
it has deep water ports which are home to the
Russian Black Sea fleet.

1954 Poster celebrating Russian
and Ukrainian ‘eternally together’

1988, the 1,000th year of Christianity in Rus
An important landmark that we need to note involved the celebration in 1988 of the
millennium since Christianity came to Russia.
What was remarkable was that the celebration
was supported by the Soviet government! The
Christian History Magazine issue 18 in 1988
had a long article on this celebration.
But the arrival and celebration of this
millennium is heavily laden with irony.
Probably the chief irony is the fact that the
USSR, the Soviet Union, a zealously
atheistic government, is endorsing—even
funding
and
promoting—the
most
spectacular of the many events worldwide
that are being dedicated to this
‘millennium of Christianity in Rus’.
President Gorbachev had seen the emptiness
of communism and that in order to win the
hearts and cooperation of the people he
needed to allow the people to return to their
Christian roots. Three years later, the Soviet Union collapsed and opened the way
for the Dragon power to develop, with state and church working together. In the
words of Ezekiel 38:4 Russia was now ripe to be turned back or turned around
away from Communism and back to its Tsarist, Greco-Roman roots!
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THE TWO FEET OF THE IMAGE
We need to briefly revisit a matter which we looked at last year—the feet and toes
of the Image. It is upon these impossibly fragile foundations—iron mixed with
clay—that the top-heavy Image stands up. What actually causes it to crumble is not
so much the weakness of the feet, but the fact that it is crushed by the Little Stone
power of Christ and the saints. Just as the nation of Israel was scattered because of
their rejection of the Messiah, so the nations will receive their judgment because of
their despising of God’s nation. It is clear that the Image stands upon the
mountains of Israel, in defiance of Israel’s God; for it is here that the little stone
grows into the Kingdom of God, crushing and sweeping away the Kingdom of Men.

The Feet and Toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s Image
Clearly there is a connection between the feet and the legs of the Image. The fact
that there has been a long interval between the leg era of the Roman Empire and
today, as we have remarked earlier, is explained by the fact that there has been no
nation of Israel in their land to be squabbled over! Now there is a nation, and so we
can see the feet developing. We need an Eastern foot and a Western foot. This is
the situation that we see emerging, nations belonging to the Eastern foot aligned
around the Dragon power—Russia and those in the Western camp aligned around
the Beast—a German led EU. What we are witnessing are the countries between
the two legs being pushed and pulled until eventually they are in the correct foot.
Guided by the situation in the time of the legs, where countries to the north were
unconquered barbarian territories, never-the-less it seems reasonable to think of the
dividing line projecting
north-wards. This puts
countries
like
Romania,
Bulgaria,
Greece and Cyprus—
which at present are in
the
EU—in
the
“wrong” foot.
Countries like Ukraine
and
Turkey
need
events that will pull
them into the Eastern,
Russian foot. This
points to substantial realignments. What kind
of situation is going to
cause this? Time will
tell, but we observe the
stress lines in the EU membership of Greece and Cyprus. The financial cost of
being in the euro has been very high. Unemployment is running at unsustainable
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levels, especially for the young people. At the year-end fresh elections were called
for in Greece as they couldn’t agree on a new President. The radical left main
opposition party Syriza is ahead in the polls. This anti-EU party wants Greece to
abandon the austerity measures imposed as a condition for ECB bailouts—a step
that would lead to further EU financial support being withdrawn and possible euro
exit.
The whole eurozone is collapsing economically; even Germany, the powerhouse, is
badly faltering. There just isn’t enough money to continue to bail out these weaker
countries. If there is any future for them it must surely be outside the euro. Now
Russia too has deep economic problems, due in part by the sanctions that the West
has imposed upon her in recrimination for what is happening in Ukraine and the
drop in oil prices. Russia has made overtures to Greece and Cyprus in the past.
Will she pick up what the EU casts off? The fact that they are energy rich regions
will surely mean that they will come under Russia’s wing. They too are strategic to
Russia’s longer term plans to take Turkey and repossess Constantinople, in
preparation for her onward march into the Middle East.
Bulgaria is the poorest of the EU members and it would appear it has been denied
the substantial revenues for hosting the South Stream gas pipeline, which Putin
declared in December was a dead project. Romania is the second poorest EU
country; neither country is in the eurozone and both have less than half of the EU’s
average GDP per person. Both are former Soviet countries and many of the ties
remain. They thought that they would prosper as members of the EU, but the
booming EU is steadily turning into bust!
The map does show England and Wales as part of the Western Roman Empire. By
AD 395, the time period of the map, the Romans were withdrawing their forces
from Eastern England, and had abandoned Britain by about 410. Britain, we know
from other scriptures, has a future role outside the Beast system. She will be found
working with Israel in the Middle East and not against her.

The iron-clay feet
We wish to add another aspect to what we looked at last year. Clearly clay is
associated with man—they mingle themselves with the seed of men (Dan. 2:43)
Adam was made from the dust of the ground. The iron we clearly link with things
Roman, like the iron of the legs, with its twin aspects of kingly and priestly power.
In the past often these two aspects were combined in one ruler, now they are
separated between President and Patriarch. One new characteristic of today’s times
is “people-power”—a spin off from the French Revolution. It is present both in
Russia and in Europe. The power of the ordinary people to vote is something we
take for granted today, but it is only since WWI that people have had the vote. Yet
we have this fascinating picture of iron mixed with miry clay or potter’s clay
(v. 41). In Russia we see Putin’s iron hand yet there is a Duma, a parliament
elected by the people. In the West we had the European elections in May 2014,
where the citizens of Europe are supposed to have their say and yet how often does
it seem that the real decisions are taken by the unelected bureaucrats. Iron is
certainly stronger than clay, but clay does point to our days for its fulfilment.
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THE BEAR ON THE MOVE AGAIN
We now want to look at events of 2014 and see how they are hastening the day
when the Image will stand up and come against the nation of Israel. It is amazing
what we have seen in the past 12 months as Russia begins placing her paws
southwards in preparation for moving into the Middle East.
We begin by events in 2008, when for the first time since the fall of the Soviet,
Russia showed her true colours.

First steps into Georgia
At 8pm on the 8th day of the 8th month
2008, the world’s leaders were
assembled in Beijing, China, to watch
the spectacular opening ceremony of
the Summer Olympic Games. It was
upon this day that Russian troops
crossed the Caucasus
Mountains and into two
pro-Russian
enclaves
within
Georgia,
Abkhazeti (Abkhazia)
and South Ossetia.
Intensive fighting took
place, but by the time
the world leaders were
back home, the battles
were
largely
over.
President Putin had
First steps!
achieved his objectives
of protecting the two
southern ends of the
main passes from Russia into Georgia, by having Russian troops on Georgian
territory at their southern ends. Since 2008 these enclaves have been strengthened.
Russia would have little difficulty in pushing Russian troops through Georgia to
take Turkey. Russia took note that NATO did not intervene. True Georgia was not
a member of NATO, but had taken the first steps to be a member in 2005, with the
appointment of a Partnership for Peace Liaison Officer. Georgia discovered too
late that NATO’s doctrine of collective support did not apply to this country on
Russia’s borders!
We have waited 6 years for the bear to take her next steps.

Next steps into Ukraine
Matters began to come to a head in November 2013, when the Pro-Russian leader,
Viktor Yanukovych, at the last moment refused to sign the 1,200-page accession
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agreement which would have been the first steps on a
long pathway to joining the EU. The EU had been
pouring
money
Beware the Bear!
into Ukraine to try
to win influence.
The
Sunday
Telegraph
uncovered the true
extent of the EU’s
involvement
in
tempting Ukraine
westward
by
giving money to
organisations who
would encourage
support for joining
the EU.
When
the
European
Commission
told a journalist
that, between 2004 and 2013, these groups had only been given €31 million, my
co-author Richard North was soon reporting that the true figure, shown on the
commission’s own “Financial Transparency” website, was €496 million. The
200 front organisations receiving this colossal sum have such names as “Center
for European Co-operation” or the “Donetsk Regional Public Organisation with
Hope for the Future”.
One of my readers heard from a Ukrainian woman working in Britain that her
husband back home earns €200 a month as an electrician, but is paid another
€200 a month, from a German bank, to join demonstrations such as the one last
March when hundreds of thousands— many doubtless entirely sincere—turned
out in Kiev to chant “Europe, Europe” at Baroness Ashton, the EU’s visiting
“foreign minister”. Sunday Telegraph 11-Aug-14
The President decided to steer a path back to Putin. Ukraine was very dependent on
Russia for her gas supplies, and Putin promised help with the price of gas if they
abandoned a pathway to the EU. Meanwhile the West was fermenting unrest with
the Euromaidan (literally “Euro Square”) riots, named after the Maidan
Nezalezhnosti (“Independence Square”) where the protestors met. Matters reached
fever pitch, forcing the President to flee to Russia in February 2014. Ukraine
desperately needed a cash injection, but the West was reluctant to cough up some
$21bn to stave off bankruptcy!

The Bear swallows Crimea!
Putin had to make some rapid calculations. With the capital Kiev in disarray and
the West in a quandary as to how involved they wanted to be, this was the right
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time to act to bring back at least Crimea to the fold to protect his bases there. With
Crimea having its own parliament and being predominantly ethnic Russian, a ballot
was called for March 16th. It was a simple—but loaded—form with just two
questions. ‘Tick either you want to join Russia now, or tick that you want to join
later!’ With the Sochi Winter Olympics over, Putin moved the massive security
personnel that had guarded the Games, to Crimea to supplement the Russian troops
on the ground. Out of the blue, he organised big troop manoeuvres on the borders
of Ukraine involving tens of thousands of Russian troops. After a few days they
were stood down on Putin’s orders, in early March. A few days later another drill
was called for, involving 60,000 troops for a month long drill. This was the biggest
exercise for 20 years and took place not far from Ukraine’s borders.
By the time the referendum was held, Russian troops were in control of key
buildings in Crimea and surrounding Ukrainian troops in their bases. The ballot
gave an overwhelming assent for Crimea to break away and re-join Russia.
Russian troops took over the Ukrainian bases, and Kiev abandoned Crimea,
withdrawing all her troops and leaving Crimea firmly in Russia’s hands. Many of
the Ukrainian troops have taken up the option of joining the Russian army and
remaining in Crimea. The Russian takeover of Crimea was rapidly rubber-stamped
by the Russian parliament; there was no going back.
As in 2008, NATO did not intervene, Ukraine is not a member of NATO; she had
applied to join back in 2008 following events in Georgia. Ukraine withdrew her
application in 2010 following Viktor Yanukovych’s success in the presidential
elections, and his decision to keep Ukraine as a non-aligned state.

Pickings in Eastern Ukraine
Meanwhile Russia concentrated pressure on eastern Ukraine, sending in troops
across the porous border to support those in eastern Ukraine who wished to come
under Russian control. It is helpful to understand just how many Ukrainians speak
Russian as their main language in this region. The map shows just how “Russian”
eastern Ukraine is.
With
Russian
support, two eastern
regions,
Donetsk
and Luhansk held a
referendum in May
which came out in
overwhelming
support
for
independence from
Kiev. They both
have set up their
own
parliaments
and run their own
affairs.
Central
government in Kiev
has responded by
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stopping all payments of pensions
and benefits to the region. Donetsk is
the 5th largest city in Ukraine and
until the troubles of this year was the
centre for coal mining and heavy
industry. It is also a centre for
technology. Because of the troubles,
Ukraine is unable to transport coal
from the region, leading it to import
coal from South America. It was a
much poorer quality, so Ukraine now
has to import from Russia. As the
Donetsk region is exporting to
Russia, it may well end back in
Ukraine! The situation has been
tense in these regions as Ukrainian
troops try to retake territory, but they are no match against the Russian weapons of
the “rebels”. As the year ended there seemed to be a stalemate, with Russia
withdrawing many of her forces as the West’s sanctions bite deeply.

The next step?
The Donetsk People’s Republic has taken over to within a few kilometres of the
regions’ main port, Mariupol. It is Ukraine’s steel making centre—one of Europe’s
largest and most productive and the main port for her extensive grain exports. If
this falls into Russian-backed hands, this would give Russia another supply route
to Crimea, as well as depriving Ukraine of much of her valuable steel industry. At
the moment supplies to Crimea have to be sent by sea from much further up the
Sea of Azov. There are plans to build a 19km road and rail bridge from SW Russia
across the Kerch Straits. (See Crimea map, page 30.) Costs are put at around $6bn.
China has in principle agreed to construct this link, but with the present economic
uncertainties, it may not be built for some time.

Securing Ukraine’s Western flank
To the west of Ukraine lies
Moldova, and within Moldova is a
region known as Transnistria.
Moldova became independent in
1991 following the collapse of the
Soviet Union, with Transnistria
declaring itself as an independent
breakaway government the year
before. It has always been loyal to
Russia and opposed the breakup in
1991. This slither of land on the
western banks of the River
Dniester, (known to the Greeks as the River Tyras—Gen. 10:2) has proved a
valuable asset to Russia. Transnistria voted in 2006 and repeated the request earlier
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this year, to be officially part of Russia. Putin seems happy to leave the status quo
as it is.
Russia has continued to economically pressure Moldova and even apparently
entertained plans to tie Moldova and Ukraine together to the Russian
Federation. Ukrainian sources report that during the current Russian-Ukrainian
war, Moscow has widened the airport in Tiraspol, the “capital” of Moldova’s
breakaway Transnistria “republic,” to permit the landings of military flights
with heavier forces. Moreover, Russia has apparently stationed 2,000 spetsnaz
(Special Forces) units in Transnistria and planned so-called “humanitarian
intervention exercises” there in order to create and then exploit a pretext for
intervening in Ukraine from this separatist Moldovan region. Since Odesa is
only 80 kilometres from Transnistria, the operation would have aimed to bisect
Ukraine and capture this strategically vital Ukrainian port city. Eurasia Daily
Monitor Volume: 11 Issue: 183 16-Oct-14

Russia’s Push to the South
Turkey is the next destination and in preparation for this Mr Putin is consolidating
his weapons of war in the newly acquired Crimea. It is clear that this is for an
offensive purpose.
Since the onset of the Ukraine crisis, the Black Sea has become an area of
competing naval powers as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
now maintains a fluctuating but constant military presence there. Furthermore,
the Russian naval presence in the Black Sea, Russia’s takeover of much of
Ukraine’s navy, as well as Moscow’s acquisition of new naval bases and
infrastructure in this strategic region all directly threaten Turkey—the other
major local naval power of the Black Sea. Yet, over the last nine months,
Turkey’s reaction to the Russian invasion has been as muted as the Western
response, if not more so. Eurasia Daily Monitor 16-Oct-14

Crimea—establishing a forward base
Building on what we have seen from scripture, that Russia has to take possession
of Constantinople, today’s Istanbul, we will now
see how Putin is exploiting this strategic prize.
Putin’s defences in Crimea demonstrate that he is
building up a forward base in preparation for the
next stage.
Crimea has been the centre of Russia’s navy for
many years. In Soviet days it was an important
front line for Russia to assert herself
during the long years of the Cold
War. Sevastopol on the SW tip of
Crimea has deep-water access to the
ports established here. For many
years in Soviet times, Crimea was
under their control, but as part of
the 1954 celebration of the 300th anniversary of Ukraine coming back into the
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Russian Empire in 1654, President Khrushchev gave Crimea as a present to
Ukraine! That was relatively fine until the fall of the Soviet in 1991 when Ukraine
was no longer under any Russian control. The existing ex-Soviet Fleet was divided
between the new Russian Black Sea Fleet and the Ukrainian Naval Forces, both
using the Sevastopol facilities. As part of a deal over gas prices, in 2010, Ukraine
extended Russia’s lease of the deep-water ports in Sevastopol by a further 25 years,
from 2017 to 2042. Sevastopol enjoys mild winters and moderately warm
summers. The great advantage for Russia is that it is an ice-free port, and her only
warm-water port.
In seizing Crimea, Russia also seized 54 Ukrainian military ships which it has
absorbed into the Black Sea Fleet!

Russia Is Using Crimea To Expand And Modernize Its Black Sea Fleet
Russia announced
in July that she had
begun expanding
and modernizing
its Black Sea fleet
based in Crimea
with new ships and
submarines,
just
months
after
annexing
the
peninsula
from
Ukraine.
“Today we have
started forming
a
powerful
Black Sea fleet
with an absolutely different level of air service, coastal missile and artillery
troops and marines,” said Alexander Vitko, the Black Sea fleet commander, in a
message to servicemen.
“We are preparing bases and crews to serve on new ships and submarines.”
The modernization of the fleet “lays the foundation for the future of the fleet,
both in the short term and looking far ahead.” businessinsider.com 23-Jul-14
In July Russia also announced a $3bn investment programme for Crimea for 2015.
The Russian government will spend 100 billion rubles (about $3 billion) in 2015
on Crimea’s development, Finance Minister Anton Siluanov said on Thursday.
This sum will include expenditures on the construction of a bridge across the
Kerch Strait to link mainland Russia and the Black Sea peninsula.
Work to integrate the Crimean Peninsula into Russia’s economic, financial,
credit, legal, state power, military conscription and infrastructure systems is
actively underway now that Crimea has become part of Russia. Tass 04-Jul-14
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Russia Boosts Its Black Sea Presence
Russia is also building up its naval presence in the area and is set to deliver more
warships to the Black Sea. The Novorossiysk, for instance, is scheduled to be the
first of six submarines that will eventually be deployed to the Black Sea Fleet,
which is slated to get some 80 new surface warships by 2020, bringing its total up
to 206 ships.
In any case, naval power is determined by more than just warships. Russia’s
seizure of Crimea has allowed it to beef up its force projection capabilities in the
Black Sea with the positioning of powerful anti-ship missiles, air defense
systems and naval aviation assets in the newly annexed peninsula. For instance,
in addition to Su-24 strike aircraft, the Russians have also begun to deploy
relatively advanced Su-30 multirole aircraft to Crimea. Moscow will also build
a base in Novorossiysk [Russia’s main port on the Black Sea] that will serve as
the center for its naval presence in the Black Sea. Stratfor 25-Sep-14
So as well as building up her navy, including building new diesel-electric powered
submarines to be stationed here, she is beefing up her air force. The supersonic Su30 is capable of delivering nuclear bombs. Back in August, Putin authorised the
stationing of part of her nuclear arsenal on Crimea. The Iskandar Tactical Missile
System is an advance system capable of targeting places 300 miles away.

Fortress Crimea: Russia Shifts Military Balance in the Black Sea
This headline in the Eurasia Daily Monitor 09-Dec-14 showed the concern that
this activity in Crimea is causing. It quoted various sources.
Since Russia’s almost effortless annexation of Crimea in March 2014, the
country’s political-military leadership has promised an adequate defense
reinforcement of the peninsula. … the future shape of the Armed Forces’ build
up is taking shape. This seems to hinge on boosting the deployment of airpower,
especially at Belbek, adding coastal defense systems and introducing the
Iskander-M operational-tactical missile system. Some aspects of these
deployments have the potential to not only boost Moscow’s grip on Crimea, but
to extend its level of control in the Black Sea Region more broadly. Zvezda TV
03-Dec-14
However, of much deeper concern within NATO is the possible deployment of
Iskander-Ms in Crimea. Sources in the Ukrainian General Staff stated that the
Russian Iskander system had been identified in Crimea. The reason that the
system evokes so much controversy is that it can carry tactical nuclear warheads
with a range of up to 500 km. Korrespondant, Gazeta.ru 04-Dec-14
The message appears to be that Crimea is under a Russian nuclear security
guarantee, since it is viewed as part of sovereign Russia. However, these
decisions seem less linked to “defending” Crimea and more focused on
changing the military balance in the Black Sea while asymmetrically
countering US missile defense plans. Eurasia Daily Monitor 09-Dec-14
As ForeignPolicy.com 08-Sep-14 succinctly put it:
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The stationing of new nuclear forces on the Crimean peninsula is both a new
and menacing threat to the security of Europe and also a clear message from
Putin that he intends to continue to violate the territorial integrity of his
neighbors.

I can take Kiev in two weeks, Vladimir Putin warns European leaders
President Putin is building up not only Russia’s conventional weapons, but at a
time when the West is reducing their arsenal of nuclear weapons, Russia is
modernising and increasing her stock. Russia’s missiles now outnumber
America’s.
Mr Putin has warned the West on at least three occasions this year, that Russia is a
nuclear power, don’t forget it!
The above was the headline in the Daily Telegraph 02-Sep-14. He apparently made
this boast to Mr Barroso, the President of the European Commission at the time
(now replaced by Mr Juncker). He has also been reminding the West that Russia is
a leading nuclear power. “It’s better not to mess with Russia”, he warned in
August. In October he warned the West:
“We are hoping that our partners will understand the imprudence of
attempts to blackmail Russia, [and] remember what discord between large
nuclear powers can do to strategic stability.”
To make a joke about a nuclear war threat is no laughing matter at all. More so
if it’s been uttered at least three times in less in two months. Then again,
Russian President Vladimir Putin may not really be kidding at all every time he
reminds the west of his country’s nuclear arsenal. Int. Business Times 21-Oct-14
“The world is on the brink of a new Cold War”, warned the former Russia
premier, Mikhail Gorbachev. Daily Telegraph 08-Nov-14
Although the expenditure of the US on its military far exceeds that of Russia, the
scale of the money that Russia is putting into re-arming and modernising is
impressive.
At close to $90 billion for 2013, the Russian military budget has more than
doubled over the last decade.
In 2014, Russia is about half way through a ten-year $700 billion weapons
modernization program, with priorities given to strategic nuclear weapons,
fighter aircraft, ships and submarines, air defenses, communications and
intelligence.
The Russian military suffered years of neglect after the Soviet collapse and no
longer casts the shadow of a global superpower. However, the Russian armed
forces are in the midst of a historic overhaul with significant consequences for
Eurasian politics and security. Russian officials say the reforms are necessary to
bring a Cold War-era military into the twenty-first century, but many Western
analysts fear they will enable Moscow to pursue a more aggressive foreign policy,
often relying on force to coerce its weaker neighbors. Some say Russian
interventions in Georgia in 2008 and Ukraine in 2014—both former Soviet
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republics seeking closer ties to the West—demonstrate that President Vladimir
Putin is prepared to use military force to re-establish Russian hegemony in its near
abroad.
Shortly before annexing Crimea in March 2014, Putin said he would defend the
rights of Russians abroad, and in April he referred to a large swath of Ukrainian
territory as Novorossiya (New Russia), a term used during imperial Russia.
Much of the Russian nuclear deterrent is being modernized: a new class of ballistic
missile submarine is coming into service; some strategic bombers are being
upgraded; and there are plans to replace all Soviet-era ICBMs over the next decade
or so. Council on Foreign Relations 17-Nov-14
At the year-end, the Russian ministries were told to cut their budgets—except the
military—Putin had declared that that one should not be cut.

Russia and NATO
Russia perceives the steady encroachment of NATO upon her borders as their
number one military threat, especially as it is led so much by America. During
2014 Russian planes have been constantly probing the strength of NATO’s
defences, flying her fighters provocatively up to and sometimes across the borders
of NATO countries. The West responded by scrambling their fighters to escort
them away. Russia has also staged naval exercises in the English Channel.

I will turn you about, put hooks into your jaws, and bring you forth
These words from Ezekiel 38:4 indicate that Russia had been going in the wrong
direction and needed turning round. Could this be referring to 70 years of
Communist rule ending in 1991, and Russia is turning back to her Tsarist roots?
Putin is recreating a Russian national identity for a disoriented and traumatized
Russian people. He is doing so by drawing on traditional nationalist and Russian
Orthodox religious themes and symbols that pump Russia’s “greatness,” along
with harsh anti-Western messaging. While politically lucrative, Putin’s direction is
potentially explosive. BESA Center 29-Dec-14
We have seen Russia’s steps towards her goal of seizing Turkey; we will now look
at Russia and the significance of the parallels between President Putin and the
Roman Emperor Justinian.
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PUTIN AND JUSTINIAN—AVENGING THE PAST
The EU frequently takes Charlemagne as its role model, for he was the Western
Emperor who, with the Pope, forged Europe tightly together. For Russia, it is
interesting to compare Putin with the Roman Emperor Justinian. It was through
him that the Roman Empire was avenged of its defeat at the hands of the
Barbarians, when in the 5th and 6th centuries Rome had fallen to the Goths and the
Vandals. Justinian was Emperor from 527 to 565.We know the importance of his
reign for one of the starting dates of the 1260 days of years of the little horn of the
4th Beast (Dan. 7:8,25) is AD 533, ending in 1793—the time of the French
Revolution, which began to break the power of the Papacy. What we saw in Chs 3
and 4 about Russia is an echo of Justinian’s reign and confirms for us that Russia
is the latter-day successor of the KING who honours the gods of Christendom.

Justinian—reclaiming the lost lands
While the “Barbarians” did conquer Rome,
these northern and eastern invaders happily
adopted many of the customs of Rome,
although they did not embrace Christianity. It
was Justinian, who was the Emperor in
Constantinople, who restored Roman rule in
the West and caused Christianity to
flourishing again.

Emperor Justinian

Roman decline continued in the sixth
century. The military defeats in the West,
as well as the renewed Persian threat to
the East, created a sense of anxiety
amongst the populace. Increasingly, many
Eastern Romans, rich and poor, began to
search for a “Roman” ruler to lead them
back to glory. They got their wish when
Justinian succeeded to the throne.
Justinian believed that the loss of the Western Empire resulted from the fifthcentury emperors’ incompetent rule and it was his duty to reunite the lost
Provinces and restore order to the Empire. Sound familiar?
Justinian took several steps to consolidate his authority. Under the guise of a
Classical renewal, he gradually increased the authority of the emperor, and
curtailed the aristocracy’s power. He claimed for the first time that the
emperor represented the nomos empsychos (the living law). In the Digest, he
codified Roman law and refused to allow lawyers to change these laws. It
became the emperor’s duty to “resolve ambiguous juridical decisions.”
It is with Justinian that Classical Rome fades away and a recognizable early
Medieval Christian State takes its place. Although Justinian played upon many
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Romans’ hunger for the return of the glorious Roman past, his centralization,
strict regimentation, and “Classical Roman renewal” were based on Christian
concepts. Justinian perceived himself as the head of the Church and State, and
he ruled as both a religious and a secular leader. No other emperor either before
or after had such control over the Church. It would be a mistake to see Justinian
acting out these reforms purely from political necessity. What separated
Justinian from many of his predecessors was his devotion to Orthodox
Christianity and his abhorrence of heresy. Like the emperor Constantine,
Justinian seems to have honestly believed that he served as God’s vehicle in
the secular world. Justinian thought of himself as a man who, along with his
wife, the empress Theodora, served as God’s representative on earth. Justinian’s
role as mediator between heaven and earth brought him closer to the people and
to his wife. Justinian assumed that for the good of the Empire, it was his duty to
impose religious and legal conformity on his subjects. Before Justinian’s
ascension, pagans had been allowed to serve in the bureaucracy as long as they
kept their beliefs to themselves. Justinian, however, felt compelled to stamp out
the last vestiges of the old faith. In 528, he commanded that all pagans had three
months to be baptized. Michael Stewart A New Justinian? Putin’s Reconquest
03-May-14
There was a rebellion against him at home which he had to ruthlessly put down.
Justinian never forgot the lesson of his near overthrow. Perhaps he knew that if
he wanted to survive he could never again show any signs of weakness or
compromise. ibid
Before embarking on rescuing Rome from the pagans, he had to fight several
battles against the Persians and the Slavs and Bulgars in the Balkans. It was not
until 533 that he sent out an army to secure North Africa from the Vandals.
Justinian used both political and religious reasons to justify his attack on the
Vandals. In 533, claiming that he was protecting orthodox Christians from the
dangers of an Arian usurper, the emperor sent Belisarius and his small army of
about 18,000 men to North Africa. ibid
It wouldn’t be however until 554 that all of Italy was reconquered.
For contemporaries, it may have looked as though Justinian had succeeded in
restoring the Western half of the Roman Empire. In retrospect, however, the
“reconquest” was the last gasp of the ancient Roman Empire. The victories in
the West had come at a steep price. The vicious wars had devastated Italy, and
many Italians began to perceive the Eastern Romans as foreign invaders. … in
568 the Lombards overran Northern and Central Italy. Although the Eastern
Romans managed to maintain a political presence in Italy until the eleventh
century, they no longer treated it as if it were their ancient home, but simply as a
frontier military Province. ibid

Putin—a new Justinian?
Sounds familiar? In a similar manner to how and why the Byzantine Empire was
forced through impotence to recognise Theoderic’s Italy, Russia has in the past
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twenty years outwardly grudgingly accepted Ukrainian independence. But one
suspects that they have been always waiting for the right opportunity to pounce.
With a United States of America under Obama not likely to make more than
ominous threats, Putin realizes that the perfect combination of the afterglow of a
successful Olympics and the political turmoil in Ukraine had presented an
unique opportunity. Similar stars aligning for Justinian, led to the idea of the
reconquest of North Africa and Italy. Moreover, just as the coup in Vandalia
Africa presented Justinian with the opportunity to present himself as the
protector of Orthodox Christians, so too do the foolish opening acts of the new
Ukrainian government to curtail the rights of “Russians” within Ukraine offer
Putin an opportunity to be seen as the mighty protector of Orthodoxy.
Justinian sought to present himself as a “true” Roman emperor protecting “true”
Romans in recently conquered lands. So too has Putin cast himself as an ideal
“new” Russian leader of both church and state.
Putin has skilfully crafted a sense of Russian identity in the post-communist
world by adeptly appealing to a sense of nationhood based upon orthodoxy,
autocracy and good old Czarist, and indeed Roman Imperial masculine
ideals. Many within the west lampoon Putin for his outwardly and somewhat
embarrassing attempts to look like a ‘real man’, whether this entails hunting
without his shirt or taking a hard line on intellectuals and homosexuals. This
propaganda, however, is not aimed at us in the West. Another Byzantinist, Peter
Frankopan, has recently commented on the ways Putin has copied imperial
ideals from the Byzantine Empire.
The Russian president and the Byzantine emperor had both begun their careers
in the shadow military organizations that protected their respective regimes. As
a result of this background, these rulers seem to share a trait of observing
caution and depending on detailed and careful planning when they decide to act.
They also know how attract the audience’s attention, whilst marginalising their
potential rivals. While I do not know how events will unfold, Putin, much like
Justinian, will probably play upon any perceived weakness on the part of the
Ukrainians or the West and probe for further opportunities to expand his dreams
of “reconquest”. Following the policies of Justinian, Putin appears to
recognize the importance of appealing to the past to create a state for the
future. It is also important to recognise that, just like the sixth-century ItaloRomans, many Ukrainians are probably torn on just where their loyalty should
lie. In the end Justinian’s reconquest led for disaster for many Italians. Let us
hope the same does not hold true for modern day Ukrainians. ibid

Putin and the third Rome
Putin sees himself as the champion of the Russian Orthodox Church. Under the
headline: Why Putin Believes He Is Resurrecting The Third Holy Roman Empire
the westernjournalism.com 29-Apr-14 commented:
As Putin slowly expands the borders of the Russian Federation and recovers
ancient territory of imperial Russia, he believes he is expanding the Third
Holy Roman Empire. He frequently talks of his faith.
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In a recent state of the nation address, Putin railed against the “genderless and
infertile” immorality of the West. He believes Russia now has the moral
authority that the West claimed during the Cold War. He also recently pushed a
law through the Duma, or parliament, which required all immigrants seeking to
reside or work in Russia to learn Russian and be well-versed in Russian
Christian history and values. He sees Russia as the new home of “family
values.”
Whether or not you believe Putin is sincere, the end result is the same. He
has successfully harnessed the motivations of the vast Russian populace
who are believers. He is using this newfound moral authority to expand
Russian influence around the world. The West is struggling to find a way to
contain this religious imperialism.
In other words under Putin, Russia has achieved a recreation of the imperial
Roman Empire, Byzantine style, with church and state working together. At
political meetings there will be religious leaders and at religious ceremonies the
political leaders will be there. The Pope must feel that the East is a long way ahead
of the West!

Patriarch thanks Putin for his care for people’s spiritual wellbeing
The Head of the Russian Orthodox Church is Patriarch Kirill who sent the
following message to Mr Putin on the occasion of his 62 nd birthday
“For decades now, you have been working selflessly and productively in highranking posts, including the post of head of state, and your work has already
become an integral part of our country’s history. I would like to express my
special appreciation to you for taking care of the spiritual wellbeing of our
people, as well as for your constant attention to the activities of the Russian
Orthodox Church.”
“The moral foundations of social life continue to grow stronger today” with the
support of the Russian leadership, he said. “Previously destroyed sanctuaries are
being restored and new churches are being built,” he added.
“We are living in a difficult time now, and attempts are being made to put
pressure on Russia. I am convinced that in these conditions, it is highly
important to stay loyal to the traditional spiritual and moral ideals that lie at
the core of our Fatherland, our great history and culture,” he said.
Hopefully, this constructive cooperation between the church and the state “will
continue to contribute to the wellbeing of our country and the patriotic and
spiritual education of the youth, as well as will help bolster peace and civil
accord,” Patriarch Kirill said.
“May God help you in your service to Russia and our people,” Patriarch Kirill
said in his message to the Russian president. Interfax 07-Oct-14
The Russian government supports the Church with grants of around $20m each
year for “the creation of spiritual enlightenment centres”.
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The funding is part of a federal program aimed at “strengthening the unity of the
Russian nation” that has a total 2015 budget of 1.4 billion rubles.
After decades of repression and persecution under the officially atheist Soviet
regime, the resurgent Orthodox Church has developed an increasingly cozy
relationship with the Kremlin in recent years. Shortly before the presidential
election in 2012 that saw Putin return to the country’s helm, Patriarch Kirill, the
head of the Orthodox Church—and an alleged former KGB agent, like the
president himself—described Putin as a “miracle from God.”
The Russian Orthodox Church’s revenue last year was 4.6 billion rubles, the
Izvestia Daily reported in July, citing tax data. Moscow Times 01-Nov-14

Kirill: Ukraine is part of “the historical territory of Russia”
The Russian Church is fully behind Putin’s steps to rebuild her former Empire.
“In principle, Ukraine does not independently exist,” said Russian Orthodox
Church leader Kirill during a June 18 address. Ukraine is instead part of “the
historical territory of Russia,” according to a report by the Kiev-based Espreso.
Such a stance on Ukraine mirrors that of Russian President Vladimir Putin. In
2005, Mr. Putin said the demise of the Soviet Union was “the greatest
geopolitical catastrophe of the [20th] century.” Ever since, his prime objective
has been the rebuilding of Russia’s influence in its former Soviet
periphery—especially in Ukraine.
Although Putin never tried to hide what he calls “his deep Christian faith,” he
did avoid overtly religious displays and rhetoric up until around 2012. That
year, after tens of thousands of mostly-liberal Russians protested his return to
the presidency, Putin responded by leaning on the Russian Orthodox Church’s
conservative appeal.
With more than 160 million followers worldwide—including 70 percent of
Russian citizens—the Russian Orthodox Church has proven a powerful
comrade for Putin. Since then, he has forged a close alliance with the church.
It has helped him paint his opponents as lawless liberals. And—as demonstrated
by Kirill’s June 18 statement—the church has given Putin’s expansionist foreign
policy a stamp of divine approval.
The Kremlin and church have also walked in lockstep on such issues as the
independence of Georgia’s pro-Russia breakaway states and the Syrian crisis.
The Trumpet 25-Jun-14

Putin: the historical reunification of Crimea with Russia
In his “State of the Union” speech in December, Vladimir Putin was keen to
emphasise the strong links to Ukraine and Crimea especially, as it was, according
to the version supported by Putin, the place of Prince Vladimir’s “baptism” (other
accounts place it in Kiev).
Of course, we will talk about this year’s landmark events. You know that a
referendum was held in Crimea in March, at which its residents clearly
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expressed their desire to join Russia. After that, the Crimean parliament—it
should be stressed that it was a legitimate parliament that was elected back in
2010—adopted a resolution on sovereignty. And then we saw the historical
reunification of Crimea and Sevastopol with Russia.
It was an event of special significance for the country and the people,
because Crimea is where our people live, and the peninsula is of strategic
importance for Russia as the spiritual source of the Russian nation and a
centralised Russian state. It was in Crimea, in the ancient city of
Chersonesus or Korsun, as ancient Russian chroniclers called it, that
Grand Prince Vladimir was baptised before bringing Christianity to Rus.
In addition to ethnic similarity, a common language, common elements of their
material culture, a common territory, even though its borders were not marked
then, and a nascent common economy and government, Christianity was a
powerful spiritual unifying force that helped involve various tribes and
tribal unions of the vast Eastern Slavic world in the creation of a Russian
nation and Russian state. It was thanks to this spiritual unity that our
forefathers for the first time and forevermore saw themselves as a united
nation. All of this allows us to say that Crimea, the ancient Korsun or
Chersonesus, and Sevastopol have invaluable civilisational and even sacral
[sacred] importance for Russia, like the Temple Mount in Jerusalem for the
followers of Islam and Judaism. The Kremlin 04-Dec-14
Chersonesus or Korsun was an ancient Greek city established in the 6 th century BC
and its ruins lie close to modern Sevastopol and before the troubles this year it was
a popular tourist attraction.

It was the EU that provoked the Ukrainian shambles, not Putin
The West rarely grasps the passion that Russia has for its past. However, under this
heading, a Sunday Telegraph article 21-Dec-14 by Christopher Booker, whose
anti-EU weekly column exposes many of the EU’s shortcomings, had this to say.
Quite one of the oddest and most frightening stories of the year has been the
ludicrous and persistent misrepresentation in the West of the reason for the
tragic shambles unfolding over Russia and Ukraine.
It was entirely predictable that Russia and the ethnic Russians of eastern
Ukraine would respond as they have done. So, too, was the wish of the vast
majority of Crimeans, 82 per cent of them Russian speakers, to re-join the
country of which they were part for most of two centuries—let alone Russia’s
reaction to the prospect of seeing their warm-water ports taken over by NATO.
The real significance of this unholy mess is that it marks the moment when the
remorseless expansionism of the EU, founded to eradicate nationalism, finally
ran into that implacable sense of national identity personified, for all his
failings, by President Putin.
Russia may now be paying a terrible price. But there was no way that poking the
Russian bear like this, would not arouse just such a reaction. As I wrote last
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March, the EU’s reckless bid to absorb Ukraine will eventually be seen as much
an act of fateful self-delusion as its equally reckless launch of the euro.
We remarked in an earlier chapter at the amount of money that the EU poured into
Ukraine to pull it westwards. The EU and NATO have been applying pressure on
many of the countries formerly within the Soviet orbit. Putin has been doing his
best to counter these pressures, especially as the EU has demonstrated many times
that when it comes to financial support, she is not so keen to pay! At the year-end it
was announced that the President of Georgia was keen to resume talks with Russia
and Putin responded with an invitation to come to Moscow.

US and EU sanctions on Russia are biting
A number of sanctions were imposed upon Russia as a consequence of the West’s
displeasure at Russia’s taking of Crimea and parts of Ukraine. They had little effect
on America because it does little trade with Russia, but have had a considerable
effect on Europe who trades extensively with Russia. With financial restrictions
imposed on Russia and the blacklisting of trade with several important Russia
businesses, not only has it had a major effect on Russia’s economy, it is having a
knock-on effect on the already shaky economy of the EU. As the value of the
rouble fell sharply—hastened downward by the plunging price of oil (which we
will consider next)—the cost for Europe to export her goods became more and
more expensive. Imports from Russia became cheaper; neither situation was
helpful to Europe’s manufacturing businesses!
The Russian economy is so weak that there are fears of contagion into Europe at
a time when the European Union is still mired in its own financial crisis. For
example, the managing director of the Association of German Chambers of
Industry and Commerce stated that one in three German companies doing
business with Russia will have to fire employees or cancel projects. Many
officials from EU countries, including France, Austria and Bulgaria, have called
for the bloc to ease its sanctions against Russia. Stratfor 23-Dec-14
Putin chaffs that their efforts are designed to break Russia:
“Sometimes I think, maybe it would be better for our bear to sit quiet, rather
than chasing around the forest after piglets. To sit eating berries and honey
instead. Maybe they will leave it in peace,” said Putin. “They will not. Because
they will always try to put him on a chain and as soon as they succeed in doing
so they tear out his fangs and his claws.”
He said by fangs and claws he meant Russia’s nuclear weapons. And the West
wants to weaken Russia, he said, to win control over its rich natural resources.
“Once they’ve taken out his claws and his fangs, then the bear is no longer
necessary. He’ll become a stuffed animal,” he said. “The issue is not Crimea,
the issue is that we are protecting our sovereignty and our right to exist.”
Washington Times 18-Dec-14.

Plunging rouble follows the plunging price of oil
Increasingly Russia has been dependant on its energy revenues.
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Over the years, the share of hydrocarbons
in the country’s exports has in fact steadily
grown. Deliveries of crude oil, oil products
and natural gas accounted for just over
half of all exports by value in 2000, in
2005 the share had increased to 62%, in
2010 to 65% and during the first nine
months of 2014 the share rose to over twothirds. Export duties and various taxes on
the oil and gas industries account for half
of federal budget revenues. Russian
Analytical Digest 22-Dec-14
Although we read much of the gas pipelines
radiating out from Russia, oil is her biggest market. Of Russia’s gross export sales
in 2013, gas accounted for 14% and oil 54%. The price of gas has remained fairly
stable, whereas the collapse in the price of oil has been spectacular, affecting
Russia’s dollar income. However by a fascinating twist, because of the falling
value of the rouble, she is getting more and more roubles from her dollar sales. So
that at the end of December the rouble had fallen 45%, from 32 roubles per $ at the
start of the year to just under 60. At its lowest point, it slumped to 74! The Russian
Central Bank jumped interest rates from 10.5 to 17%. Initially this didn’t stop the
free-fall, but over the next few days the rate rallied. At the same time Bent crude
oil prices fell from $115 per barrel on Jan 1st 2014 to close the year at just under
$57, a 50% fall! With the rouble’s rally at the year-end it means that although
Russia’s dollar income fell 50%, because they were now getting far more rubles
per $, in rouble terms their income fell only 10%. As their budget is in roubles this
has been a cushioning effect for Russia. This devaluation of the rouble means its $
imports are more expensive, but its exports cheaper. The longer-term effect on the
Russian economy remains to be seen, but there is a clear economic instability.
Why has the price of oil dropped so much? Demand is falling as the economies of
many countries struggle and at the same time US shale oil production is increasing
rapidly. Normally the OPEC countries cut their production to stop prices falling,
but not this time. The finger of suspicion has pointed to Saudi Arabia wishing to
harm Iran’s economy and punish America. Iran is an energy superpower and oil
and gas exports contribute some $60bn a year to her budget. Saudi is alarmed at the
failure of the US brokered talks on curbing Iran nuclear intentions. It has also the
potential to affect the US shale industry, whose extraction costs are far higher than
Saudi’s costs. It is a ripe area for conspiracy theories!
Many Israeli growers had been exporting their produce to Russia following EU
sanctions, but at the year-end found that with the plunging rouble, Russia can no
longer afford their produce. Many growers are facing having to dump their crops.

Putin takes the longer view
It would seem that Mr Putin has decided to let the rouble find its own level, after
the Russian Central Bank spent some $90 billion in vain to support the currency.
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Because of Russia’s reliance on oil revenue, tumbling world prices are bound to
affect the strength of the rouble. Russia’s GDP is shrinking; however, as we saw,
in rouble terms the government’s income should be protected.
The one compensating factor is that the weak rouble, in the absence of higher oil
revenues, continues to protect the budget. It will also help boost local demand
and growth in the manufacturing sectors. Russian-sourced goods will be cheaper
than the increasingly expensive foreign imports. We have already seen that
demand shift in the food sector over the past four months. Import substitution
has boosted growth in the manufacturing sector to 3.5% this year, and that
partially offsets the destruction elsewhere.
The government is able to raise payments to pensioners and to most workers
paid out of the public purse. That is over 20% of the national workforce, and
that expands to a much larger share of the population with dependents and
extended families. Pensions will rise in line with the headline rate of inflation in
2015, and I expect the majority of public sector workers will get the same. Chris
Weafer, ex-Chief Strategist at Sberbank CIB openDemocracy.com 22-Dec-14

As Good as Gold!
Russia has been buying gold for the past eight months, Bloomberg 23-Dec-14
reported. She is now No.5 in the world for reserves of gold and now holds 1,187
tonnes of the metal—the highest level since the collapse of the Soviet—and has
overtaken China’s holdings. Gold makes up 10.6% of her reserves. The other two
countries in the Eurasian Customs Union, Kazakhstan and Belarus have also been
on a gold buying spree this year. On the other hand Ukraine has been selling her
gold. Why is Russia stocking up on gold?
“Russia has been the largest official buyer for years,” Weinberg told
Bloomberg. “It’s part of a long-term strategy of amassing gold reserves and
diversifying its foreign-exchange reserves.”
Given the geopolitical climate between Russia and the West, analysts believe it
is likely that Moscow will cut reserves of euros and dollars, while seeking to
boost its yuan currency and gold holdings. Int. Business Times 22-Oct-14
Many in the market think that gold is undervalued. So while the price is
comparatively “cheap” she has been converting her dollar income from oil into
gold. Traditionally gold is seen as a hedge in a time of trouble, increasing in value
in time of war. Does Putin know that he is expecting more conflicts in the near
future, when the low priced gold will dramatically increase in value? This would fit
with his grand plan of action on the chessboard of Europe and the Middle East.

The Eurasian Union is born
On December 23rd the leaders of Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus, Armenia and
Kyrgyzstan met in Moscow to sign the final papers that will set up The Eurasian
Economic Union on January 1st. Kyrgyzstan, the poorest of these, won’t join until
later in the year. This sets up a market of 182 million people; in comparison the EU
which has expanded over many years and now has a population of 507 million.
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RUSSIA, TURKEY AND THE MIDDLE EAST
Like a good chess player, Mr Putin has his eyes several steps ahead on the
chessboard! Having built up his forces in Crimea he is eyeing Turkey and the
Middle East. Relations between Russia and Turkey have been mixed. Turkey is a
Muslim country and Russia is a Christian one with experience of troublesome
Muslims in Afghanistan and Chechnya. Turkey, although a NATO member, is
turning her back on Europe; a situation that Russia is keen to exploit.

Turkey, NATO and the EU
Turkey has had an uneasy relationship with the EU. She applied to join in 1987!
She has seen many, much later applicants, become members, but her application
has constantly been rebuffed. Being a Muslim country, the prospect of a tide of
Muslims able to move freely around the EU is a step too far for a nominally
Christian Europe! Turkey on the other hand has been a valued member of NATO.
In 1952, Turkey and Greece were the first countries to join the original 12
members who established NATO in 1949. It became an important link in NATO’s
defences because of its strategic positioning and its large army. However there has
been considerable dissatisfaction with the direction that Turkey is taking under
President Erdoğan. Muslim ways are increasingly dominating Turkey’s politics.
Her row with Israel and her refusal to work with America against ISIS have led to
calls for her expulsion from NATO. Turkey is increasingly looking to the east.
In a TV interview last year, Erdoğan stated that the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, a security partnership between Russia, China, and several postSoviet states, is “better and more powerful than the EU.” ForeignPolicy.com 04Dec-14
Last year a Chinese company won a $4bn contract to help Turkey with developing
an advanced long-range air and missile defence system. NATO fears that this will
lead to incompatibility. It would not be too difficult to visualise Turkey being
expelled from NATO—one nation being put forward as her substitute is Israel! If
Turkey ceased to be a NATO member, this would make Russia’s seizure of it
easier. Such a move probably lies as Russia’s final step before setting out with
many ships to take Israel and Egypt and Asshur (Num. 24:24, Dan. 11:40,42). This
could well be after Christ’s return to his household.
Erdoğan has been Turkey’s Prime Minister from 2003 to 2014. In elections in
August he became President and the previous President, Ahmet Davutoğlu, became
Prime Minister. There are many parallels between Putin and Erdoğan, which is not
surprising as he models himself on Putin. Both see themselves as great leaders,
both hark back to former times and both are ruthless in their ambitions and desires.

The Tsar Meets the Sultan
Now that is a title to catch the Bible student’s eye! It appeared in the
ForeignPolicy.com site on 04-Dec-14, on the occasion of a visit to Turkey by Mr
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Putin. It was to attend the fifth meeting of the Turkish-Russian High-Level
Cooperation Council, but at the last moment it had been upgraded to a State visit.
This visit had been preceded by a very fiery phone conversation between Putin and
Erdoğan. It had been initiated by Erdoğan who was wishing to discuss the situation
in Syria—an area they sharply disagree over. Russia—and Iran—have given every
support they can to keep Assad in power, and at the moment they are largely
succeeding. Assad is far from finished. Erdoğan on the other hand is anxious to see
Assad’s demise. This led to Putin threatening Erdoğan!
The pugnacious Turkish President made a rare telephone call to his Russian
counterpart to discuss the latest regional developments, particularly Syria’s
raging conflict.
According to Moscow Times, he told his Russian counterpart that Turkey has
allegedly reached a threshold where it cannot remain indifferent toward the
“human carnage” in the Arab war-torn country, but to Erdoğan’s surprise, Putin
was infuriated and vehemently warned the Turkish President from further
interfering in Syrian internal affairs otherwise Russia is ready to thwart Turkey
from triggering a catastrophic war in the region.
The Turkish flabbergasted president then asked Putin whether his fiery remarks
meant a direct threat against Turkey and Putin replied: “Mr. President, you
may construe whatever interpretations you wish from my words.”
The two Black Sea neighboring countries differ extremely in regard to their
approach to the Syrian conflict. Turkey is keen for a regime change in Syria,
while Russia remains one of the staunchest supporters of the Bashar al-Assad
regime. AWD News 09-Nov-14
However these differences were put behind them. Putin was anxious to exploit the
growing dissatisfaction between Turkey and NATO—an organisation that Putin
distrusts. NATO had been pressuring Turkey to follow the EU’s example and put
sanctions on Russia for the Ukraine situation. Although he disagreed with Putin’s
actions there, Erdoğan was not willing to heed the call from NATO, so Putin was
ready to reward him. As a result of the visit, they signed trade agreements destined
to triple the volume of trade between the two countries by the end of the decade.
Russia was keen to build Turkey’s first nuclear power plant.
The total volume of Russian direct investment in Turkey has now reached $1.7
billion, with Turkish direct investment in Russia nearing $1 billion. Russian
tourism to Turkey has totalled five million tourists in 2014. The bilateral
Cooperation Council session also agreed to consider further discussions on
using the Russian ruble and Turkish lira in bilateral trade, as well as a potential
future free trade agreement between Turkey and the Eurasian Customs Union
(Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus). The Jamestown Foundation 21-Dec-14
Turkey imports a considerable amount of gas from Russia via the Blue Stream
pipeline; she is Russia’s second largest market outside the former Soviet countries.
Putin’s ace was not only to say that he would reduce the price of gas by 6% on Jan
1st 2015 and increase the flow though the Blue Stream from 16 to 19 billion M3 a
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year, but that he intended to make Turkey an important hub for gas distribution,
through killing off the South Stream project and diverting that supply to Turkey!

South Stream is dead. Long live Turkish Stream!
This
announcement
caught the EU on the
The now defunct South
hop. Ukraine is a natural
Stream gas pipe line project
transit country for many
of the Russian pipelines
that link Russia with
Europe. Unfortunately
the Ukrainians have
angered the Russians by
syphoning off their gas
in transit, as well as
their reluctance to pay
their bills for what has
been
lawfully
purchased. The problem
for Russia is that by turning off the taps to punish Ukraine, it also affects countries
downstream. As part of binding Russia and Germany together, the two countries
built the North (or Nord) Stream gas pipelines. These twin pipelines run offshore
from Russia down the Baltic Sea and straight into Germany, circumventing other
countries. South Stream was planned to also circumvent Ukraine and bring gas to
Serbia, Hungary and Austria with a branch to Greece and Italy. It would connect
via an underwater pipeline from Russia to Bulgaria, crossing the Black Sea outside
Ukraine’s claimed territorial waters. With Crimea being seized by Russia, the
maritime zone around Crimea was now claimed by Russia and so the route could
be shortened. Russian, German, French and Italian firms were involved in this joint
effort, and as far as Russia was concerned it was in an advanced stage in its
construction. Russia had installed the necessary pipework to the edge of the Black
Sea and the majority of the pipes to cross the Black Sea were stacked at the port
ready to be laid.
The delay was in the section across Bulgaria into Europe. The EU, wishing to
reduce their dependence on Russia had passed a law so that the pipeline operator
could not be involved in the distribution of the gas. The idea was to increase
competition. Its main effect would be that Gazprom could no longer produce, ship
and distribute the gas. Russia has protested at this ruling. Further problems came
when Europe, wishing to punish Russia for the events in Ukraine, sought to
encourage alternative sources of gas outside Russia. The EU put pressure on
Bulgaria to stop any construction of the pipeline across her territory. Although
Bulgaria stood to gain $750m a year in transit rights, which would have been a
welcome boost to this very poor country, she could not stand against the EU
pressure. There were also problems over financing the vast costs of this project.
The eurozone was suffering economically and Russia too was experiencing a
plummeting rouble.
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Putin’s announcement
that the scheme was
dead
was
totally
unexpected by Europe.
They had thought that
by spinning things out
they
could
wring
concessions
from
Russia. Putin’s take was,
“you obviously don’t
want our gas so I have
made alternative plans”.
Russia has more than
enough pipes ready to be able to cross the Black Sea from the original Russkaya
compressor station on the Russian coast across to Turkey, more-or-less in parallel
with the Blue Stream pipeline. Turkey is very keen to run this new pipeline,
temporarily named Turkish Stream, across Turkey and the provisional plan is to
run it to the border of Greece. If the EU wants to connect up and purchase gas from
Turkey then that is fine. It has put Turkey in a favourable position but it also makes
her more dependent on Russia! Many European companies stand to lose the large
sums of money that they have already invested in the project. Bulgaria is
threatening to sue the EU for its loss of income from the transit fees. It would
appear that Putin has won that round against the EU!

Russia-Turkey Axis Could Ruin EU Pipeline Plans
This was the headline of an article in the Jamestown Foundation 21-Dec-14
showing the profound implications for the EU if the Turkish Stream is built.
Europe is very dependent on gas from Russia. The gas being transmitted through
Ukraine is subject to contracts and by 2019 the existing ones will have run out.
With Russia unlikely to wish to renew these contracts, the EU is faced with finding
supplies from other routes or sources. The South Stream was supposed to have
been the answer, but as we have seen the EU wrangling has stopped that. America
backed the EU plans to have a pipeline built from the Caspian Sea reserves across
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey and into southern Europe—an expensive
alternative. This Trans-Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) has been long talked about
with a possible starting date of 2015, but much of the route has not even been
worked out and it would need Turkey’s agreement. Now, Turkish Stream would
provide much cheaper gas with a shorter construction timescale. But the EU would
again be dependent on Russia and Turkey.

Building bridges to Greece
Erdoğan has since Putin’s visit been to Greece to put forward his proposals for
making Greece the hub for the supply of gas to the EU. Relations between the two
countries have been very poor since the Turkish invasion of Northern Cyprus. Only
the Greek, southern part of Cyprus is in the EU. In spite of talks recently to heal
the breach in a divided Cyprus (which would enable both sides to develop the
energy resources off her coasts), so far this has met with stalemate. This new
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Russian proposal may be the means of bringing stability to the region. We know
that eventually Greece, Cyprus and Turkey have to be aligned with the Russian
foot of the Image.

The strategic need for control over Turkey
Russia’s problem for a long time is that in spite of the attractiveness of Sevastopol
as a centre for her Black Sea Fleet,
it only works if they can freely sail
through the narrow passageways
that lead into the Mediterranean
Sea. For it is here that Russia
really is anticipating using her
ships. Britain, France and the US
already have a strong naval
presence in the Mediterranean.
Putin seeks to likewise have ships
positioned
in
the
Eastern
Choke points Black
Mediterranean. She has a port at
Sea to Mediterranean
Tartus in Syria, but the fighting
has rendered this of little value. She has enquired of Cyprus, Egypt and Israel about
using their port facilities, but an occasional use is one thing, a semi-permanent base
has considerable ramifications.
Russia’s real problem is the chokepoint at the exit of the Black Sea. In
The Bosporus from space
order for her ships to enter the
Mediterranean they have to sail
through the Bosporus, a narrow strip
of waterway, 2.2 miles (3.5 km) wide
and 19 miles (31 km) long which
separates Asia and Europe. Turkey
spans either side of it. Under the
Montreux Convention of 1936,
commercial shipping has the right of
free passage through the Straits in
peacetime, although Turkey claims
the right to impose regulations for
safety and environmental purposes.
There is also another narrow
waterway to traverse—the Dardanelles. In time of war, Turkey would have little
difficulty in preventing the free movement of ships through these waterways which
have been declared international waterways. For Russia this is a risk too far. Her
Middle East ambitions depend on her movement of ships through this choke point.
Would Russia dare to seize Turkey? The Scriptures say Yes! The drying up of the
River Euphrates (Rev. 16:12) is not yet complete. The city on either side of the
Bosporus is Istanbul, the modern name for Constantinople! The possessor of this
city has control of the seaways to the Mediterranean.
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Erdoğan is not naive; he must realize that his alliance with Russia is not a
strategic partnership, but a pragmatic one. But while Turkey may enjoy shortterm benefits with this new agreement, he has to ask how it will affect the
country’s long-term interests. Developing strong relations with Putin may make
life more difficult for the EU and the United States, but neither Ankara nor
Moscow would be thrilled if Europe pushes for alternative underwater pipelines,
such as one that would connect Italy-Greece-Cyprus-Israel. ForeignPolicy.com
04-Dec-14
We will look at this possible pipeline in chapter 11. The article did not mention
that Erdoğan needs to watch his back! Long-term Putin has his eyes on his country!

Russia Refocuses on the Middle East
Even in Soviet days, Russia wanted to be a major player in the Middle East. In
recent years under Putin, Russia has returned to a desire to play this leading role
here. These are a few of the headlines this year.
Handing the Middle East to Russia 16-Feb-14
Russia Inches Toward Permanent Naval Presence in Mediterranean 17-Oct-14
Russia Making Major Push Into Mideast Market 18-Oct-14
The Middle East Is Full of Opportunities for Russia 06-Dec-14
Russia Refocuses on the Middle East 11-Dec-14
We take a few extracts from the last headline which was a Stratfor article 11-Dec14. They will give us a flavour of Russia tactics in the Middle East which are to
stymie America and divert her away from areas Russia has her eyes on!
Russia’s primary goals in its Middle East strategy are not necessarily better
bilateral relations with individual states such as Iran, Egypt or Syria. Rather,
Russian activities in the Middle East are meant to augment its global
strategies, especially with regard to directing U.S. attention away from
areas that the Kremlin considers threatened by Washington’s actions, such
as Ukraine. Russia has been successful in its Middle East activities, most
notably in negotiating a chemical weapons destruction plan that deterred direct
U.S. military strikes against Syria in 2013.
Russia also aims to limit U.S. opportunities for building more stable
relationships in the Middle East. Moscow has been successful in this regard,
as illustrated most recently by Turkey and Russia’s plans to transit natural gas to
Europe, circumventing Ukraine, and in a more limited sense with Moscow’s
relationship with Tehran. A meeting between the United States and al Assad
also risks alienating the United States from regional allies Turkey and Saudi
Arabia, which strongly oppose any policy that could result in the al Assad
government staying in place as part of a negotiated settlement.
Russia’s intentions in the Middle East are hardly altruistic. If Russia wants to
mediate for the motley crew of combatants and foreign nations playing
supporting roles in the Syrian conflict, the primary goal is unlikely to be
peace. However, by refusing to be side-lined in global discussions and by
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continuing to draw U.S. attention and effort into the traditional quagmire of
Middle Eastern conflict, Russia hopes to better secure its own interests in its
strategic periphery. Moscow has faced a strong challenge to its position in
Ukraine, and its energy-dependent economy will struggle to adjust to the current
downturn in global oil prices. Russia is far from down for the count, however,
and recent diplomatic moves in the Middle East show that Moscow is still a
formidable geopolitical player.

Russia sends West warning by signing nuclear deal with Iran
Iran, the Biblical Persia, is always of interest to Bible students because of the
reference in Ezekiel 38:5 of Persia being at the top of the list of Gog’s companions
when he invades Israel. Russia has long been involved here and exploits her
friendship to the chagrin of America. In November, when the talks appeared to be
stalemated on Iran giving up her drive towards being able to produce a nuclear
bomb, Putin fired this shot at the West.
In a development that stunned many observers in Israel and the West, Russia
signed an agreement with Iran on Tuesday which could possibly see the Islamic
Republic enriching domestically produced fuel for its own nuclear reactors,
undercutting Western efforts to discourage the practice. The deal would see
Rosatom, the Russian state nuclear company, constructing two more reactor
units at the Russian-built nuclear power plant at Bushehr, with options to build
up to six more. Although Rosatom would supply the fuel for the new units, it
added in an official statement that it was open to discuss “the feasibility of
fabricating fuel rods in Iran, which will be used at these power units.” Analysts
speculated that the announcement was a warning to Western powers to show
greater flexibility with Iran in on-going negotiations over its renegade nuclear
program. Israel Christian Embassy Jerusalem 12-Nov-14
In September, the Russian Energy Minister attended the 11th round of the IranRussia trade cooperation commission in Tehran.
Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak says Tehran and Moscow have
signed projects worth seventy billion euros to develop their trade and economic
ties.
He said that 40 Russian companies took part in the joint economic meeting.
Russia is ready to export products and services to Iran while it is keen to import
required services and products from the Islamic Republic, he said.
Novak also said that Russia takes an interest in Iran’s oil and gas market after
US-led sanctions imposed on Iran over the country’s civilian nuclear program
led to restrictions on the activities of foreign companies in Iran’s oil sector.
Russia can initiate a big movement in Iran’s oil industry if certain rules and
regulations on trade cooperation are improved in Iran. Press-TV 10-Sep-14

A Russia-Iran Axis Is Emerging
Russia and Iran share a number of grievances against the United States and its
allies in Europe and the Middle East. Both have been subjected to sanctions that
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have already hit their economies, compounding the effects of global recession.
Both claim that the current fall in oil prices represents a conspiracy by
Washington and its oil-rich Arab allies to push Russia and Iran, both heavily
dependent on export revenues, to the wall.
More important, perhaps, both are persuaded that the United States has long
been targeting them for regime change via economic pressure combined with
“velvet revolution” dissent.
Analysts and policymakers in Moscow believe that Russia and Iran could use
the remainder of Barack Obama’s presidency to create “irreversible realities” in
Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia.
The phrase “fortochka Obama,” meaning “the Obama window of opportunity,”
indicates the belief that America’s next president might not be as pliable as the
current one.
First among these is to drag out talks on Tehran’s nuclear program long enough
for Iran to reach the so-called “breakthrough” stage, which some experts believe
might take another two years.
The next goal is to prop up what’s left of Bashar al-Assad’s regime in Syria to
ensure that no alternative government structure can emerge there. Even if Assad
controls what is known as “useful Syria,” that is to say 40 percent of territory
with half the population, that would be enough.
The next goal is to reduce the effect of sanctions. Russia has already agreed to
market $20 billion worth of crude oil on behalf of Iran, circumventing the USled scheme to freeze a good part of Iranian oil revenues.
More important, Russia has agreed to help speed up Iran’s nuclear program.
Last month an agreement to build two more reactors in Bushehr was signed in
Moscow as part of an accord to double bilateral trade within the next five years.
The New York Post 07-Dec-14
Russia is planning to use local currencies in trade with Iran, undermining support
for the American dollar.
“Replacing (the US) dollar with ruble in bilateral and multilateral transactions
between Iran and Russia tops the agenda of the upcoming visit of an Iranian
delegation to Russia,” a member of Iran-Russia Parliamentary Friendship
Group, Hadi Qavami, said on Saturday.
“The Russia-Iran parliamentary friendship group has recently visited Iran and
now the visit of the Iranian delegation will take place at the invitation of the
Russian side.”
He noted that the Iranian delegation will discuss setting up banks along IranOman border in a bid to facilitate changing Iran’s oil payments to ruble and rial
and to reduce the pressure of sanctions.
In the last several years, Iran and Russia have had vast cooperation in different
fields, especially in political and economic spheres. FarsNews 25-Oct-14
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Russia and Iran Lock NATO Out of Caspian Sea
Iran and Russia have built unanimous consensus among the Caspian states,
which also feature Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, over the
inadmissibility of a foreign military presence in the Caspian Sea, ruling out any
future possible deployment of NATO forces in the basin.
A political declaration signed by the presidents of the five Caspian states at the
4th Caspian Summit held in Astrakhan, Russia, on September 29, “sets out a
fundamental principle for guaranteeing stability and security, namely, that only
the Caspian littoral states have the right to have their armed forces present on
the Caspian,” according to a statement by Russian President Vladimir Putin in
the wake of the summit. The Diplomat.com 01-Oct-14

Russia and Syria
As we saw earlier in this chapter, Putin’s support for the beleaguered ruler—
President Assad—has been unflinching. In spite of Turkey and the West seeking to
oust Assad, Russia and Iran have been taking every step possible to retain him. In
the New York Post 07-Dec-14 article in the previous section, it mentioned:
Moscow and Tehran are also developing joint plans to modernize facilities in
the Syrian port of Tartus used by both Russian and Iranian navies.
Why this support of Assad? Looking at the Middle East chessboard, the coastal
plain of Western Syria is a strategic piece to control in any onward move to Egypt
and Israel! If Assad fell, the various opposition groups who would fill the space
would be far from being at Russia’s or Iran’s bidding.

Russia and Egypt
Russia too has been making overtures to Egypt and there are talks of supplying an
advanced anti-missile system as she seeks to rebuild the ties that she had before
they were broken by American influence in the 1970’s. Mr Obama’s distancing
American policy towards the Far East has presented an opportunity for Russia. Mr
Putin is scheduled for a State visit early in 2015.

Is there a future for the Jews in Turkey?
Like the Jews of France, the Turkish Jews are facing daily threats. President
Erdoğan is not noted for his love of Jews. As Turkey increasingly is led down a
more radical Muslim path, the Jewish community is feeling the pressure. 100 years
ago there were around 200,000 Jews at a time when Turkey’s population was
around 10 million. It now stands at around 77 million, but its Jewish population has
shrunk to fewer than 17,000. Many Jews are changing their names and adopting
Turkish ones to avoid drawing attention to themselves. More and more young
Turkish Jews are travelling abroad to complete their education and few intend to
return.
It is hard to remember the very good relations that used to exist between Turkey
and Israel, with Turkey being the favourite holiday destination for many Israelis.
The Mavi Marmara incident in 2010 brought this to a rapid end. Despite this, trade
between the two countries is flourishing!
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THE MIDDLE EAST: TWO THIGHS OF BRASS
In the forming of the four Image Empires, King Nebuchadnezzar saw the silver
chest replaced by the thighs of brass. We saw in Milestones last year the
development of the two thighs in the conquest of the Medo-Persian Empire by
Alexander the Great, a Greek. His early demise led to the breaking up of the Greek
Empire among five generals, one of whom was soon amalgamated leaving 4
divisions—the 4 wings seen on the back of the leopard, the third beast of Daniel 7.
It was clear from the added details given in Daniel 8 and 11 that scripture is only
concerned with two of these divisions, in as much that only two had jurisdiction
over Israel. These are termed in ch 11 The King of the North and The King of the
South because of their geographical relationship with regards to Israel. The
Ptolemy power was centred in Egypt and the Seleucids capital was at Seleucia on
the Tigris some 18 miles south of Bagdad. Later another capital would be built for
the eastern area of the Seleucid Empire at Antioch on the Orontes—the Antioch of
the New Testament—now in Southern Turkey. In chapter 3 we referred to the fact
that brass was featured in Daniel 4 in the iron-brass bands that held the
Babylonian tree-trunk and in the claws of the fourth Beast of chapter 7. Just as our
era of the feet and toes is connected to two iron legs, which are connected to two
brass thighs, we would expect to see some latter-day manifestation of this brass
aspect. This is confirmed by the use in the final—latter-days—verses of Daniel
11of a King of the North and a King of the South at the time of the end (v. 40)!

The N-S split in the Middle East
In the time of the Greek Kingdoms, the Ptolemaic power centred in Egypt was
opposed to the Seleucid power to the North, resulting in several battles as each
ruler marched against the other. After initially controlling Israel the Ptolemies lost
control of Israel to the Seleucid power which, under Antiochus Epiphanes, sought
to destroy the Jewish religion, forbidding the worship of Israel’s God, dedicating
the Temple to Jupiter and
Possible alignments
placing its statue there.
prior to Armageddon
These are matters spoken
of in Daniel 8 and
extensively in the history
of the Greeks in chapter
11.
This history of conflict
was a shadow of that
greater conflict to come
when the King of the
North will come into
Egypt and take it; as well
as taking Israel and
supressing
the
Jews’
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religion—only to experience the wrath of the One destined to be Israel’s King.
So it is thrilling to see running in parallel with an E-W division way to the north of
Israel as the Feet form, we also clearly see a N-S division in the Middle East as two
power centres emerge to the North and the South of Israel. Now the Northern
power is destined to be swallowed up and incorporated in the Eastern Foot; whilst
the Southern power described in Ezekiel 38:13, is to remain friendly to Israel at the
time of Israel’s invasion. 2014 saw an increase in the antagonism between the N-S
powers in the Middle East and an increase in the southern Arab states willingness
to work with Israel. The scene is being set for the coming invasion of Israel and
Egypt by Gog and his companions.

Iran—increasing her power
In the previous chapter we considered the growing axis between Iran and Russia
and their support for President Assad of Syria. Iran has overcome many pressures
to buckle under Western sanctions, but with Russia’s help she has survived. Her
navy is active in the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean. She
is supporting rebel forces in Yemen and working in the countries of Africa that
border the Red Sea. She finances many terrorist organisations around the region:
Hamas, Muslim Brotherhood and Hezbollah to name a few.
She is also active in Pakistan and Afghanistan. With the West’s withdrawal she can
again seek to influence her eastern neighbours. Iran is building roads, hospitals and
investing in agriculture in Afghanistan. She supplies about 50% of their oil needs
and takes around 45% of their exports and around 2,000 Iranian firms operate
there. Under construction is a new railway line to link Herat in Eastern Afghanistan
with Mashhad in NE Iran. Afghanistan was part of the Persian Empire.
Pakistan has had a long trading relationship with Iran and is classed as the most
pro-Iranian country in the world! Iran was the first country to recognise Pakistan
when it proclaimed independence in 1947.

How Iraq Became a Proxy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
American led bombings alone are not capable of defeating IS—it needs feet on the
ground, something the West is loathe to do, insisting that the Iraqi Army and the
Iraqi Shia militants take this role. Now there are reports of Iran’s involvement. The
Islamic State had its origins in its support for Saddam Hussein, an enemy of Iran
and responsible for much bloodshed over the years between Iraq and Iran. IS is
Sunni Muslim whereas Iran is Shiite and Iran, as well as wishing to control Iraq,
regards IS as a great enemy. There were reports in mid-December of Iranian
aircraft working with American planes attacking IS targets.
What has been very little discussed in the West, however, is that it is the Shia
militias who are quickly eclipsing the Iraqi government forces in importance in
Iraq; and that these militias are largely dominated by the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Indeed, many are Iranian proxies.
In other words, the U.S. and its allies have launched an air campaign whose
most important effect, if successful, would be to advance Iran’s agenda of
dominating Iraq, eventually becoming the hegemonic power in the region.
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The growing importance of the Shia militias’ resistance to the IS in Iraq is not
simply the result of their own combat skills. It is very much a product of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), the Iranian regime’s elite
paramilitary force, whose role in regional conflicts—and, it should be noted,
terrorism—is large and expanding. The Shia’s success in Iraq reflects the
effectiveness of IRGC doctrine regarding the construction, support, and use of
sectarian political and military proxies as a central tool—sometimes the central
tool—of Iranian policy in the region.
Iran has displayed a peerless ability to harness and utilize forces of this kind in
the Middle East. It is a major factor in Iran’s ongoing success in building
political influence in surrounding countries.
Due to the security situation in Iraq, the Shia militias will be necessary for the
foreseeable future in the fight against the Islamic State. It is also highly
unlikely that these militias will simply disband even if told to do so. Thus, it
is worth assessing the implications of their rise to prominence and power.
First, it demonstrates the extent to which Iran considers the government of
Iraq a client or proxy regime; one that Tehran will not allow to develop its
own powerful, independent institutions and military. The government in
Baghdad is to be saved from those who would destroy it, but only in such a
way that its future is to be an instrument of Iran’s will. The Iranians’
innovative use of sectarian militia power and the cultivation of a variety of
paramilitary clients ensures that, if they get their way, no Iraqi government will
be in a position to disobey them. The Tower 23-Dec-14.

Iran’s support for Syria “will continue incessantly”
These were the words of reassurance by the Iranian Vice President to the Syrian
Prime Minister on his visit to Iran in the middle of December. Falling oil prices
have hit Iran’s economy very hard and Syria was looking for reassurance that Iran
would continue to prop up Syria—he was reassured. Syria is dependent on supplies
of oil from Iran and transport links are being disrupted by IS fighters who control
many of the border crossings. Iran now has to ship the oil via the Suez Canal, but
not in great enough quantities to prevent shortages at the onset of winter.
Iranians have delivered turbines for power plants and have been promised
contracts to rebuild housing, roads and other infrastructure destroyed by the war
on the understanding that Tehran would finance them in return for equity shares.
Shiite Iran has deep ties with Syria. Assad is an Alawite, an offshoot of Shiite
Islam, and Tehran sees him as a bulwark against Saudi Arabia’s Sunni Muslim
influence in the region. Israel Hayom 21-Dec-14
Iran used to support Hezbollah through Assad, but now funds them directly.
So we see Iran carving out its Empire but with IS being an unwelcome intrusion.

The Islamic State—its origins and destiny
Its ultimate destiny is to be destroyed—whether at the hands of America and her
allies or Gog on his march southward, remains to be seen. It is a new phenomenon
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of 2014, my spell check search in last year’s Milestones for ISIS, as it was
formerly called, came up with no hits except for the word crisis! Following the
West’s invasion of Iraq in 2003, ISIS was set up in 2004 to support al-Qaeda in
defence of Saddam Hussein; they are a Sunni group as was Saddam. However in
recent times there had been a falling out and Adman al-Zawahiri, the current leader
of al-Qaeda, outlawed them in 2013, but in 2014 the rift was healed. ISIS stands
for “The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria”. Sometimes the old name for Syria is used
and it is shown as “The Islamic State in Iraq and al-Sham”. Yet another variant is
to not use the word Syria, or al-Sham, but the wider term Levant. So it becomes
ISIL “The Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant”. The Levant is the name given to
the countries bordering the eastern Mediterranean—Syria down to Israel, Jordan
and generally including Iraq. This year they wished people to call them IS or
Islamic State. This is what
they claim to be, a State run on
Muslim lines. Their barbarity
is well documented, reminding
one of the cruel Assyrians in
Israel’s day. Although Sunni,
they have no love for their
fellow Sunni peoples, they too
are to be butchered to death if
they do not convert. Their
wrath is also poured out on the
Christians in the region. They
look to the day when they can
march on Rome and take over
and destroy the Vatican! One
of their propaganda magazines
carried a picture of the Islamic
flag fluttering from the dome
of St Peter’s!

ISIS “the most cash-rich and capable terror group in the world”
According to an article in the Guardian 15-Jun- 14, over a short period of time they
have come from poverty to being very wealthy. In capturing Mosul they were able
to plunder the banks of an estimated $1.5bn! They have taken possession of
modern military equipment, much supplied by the Americans for Iraqi use, but
now in IS hands. They also have access to oil field wealth when they took control
of the major oilfields of eastern Syria in 2012. They have also sold looted
archaeological treasures worth huge sums.
They instil fear into their enemies by their brutal treatment of prisoners. Mass
executions, beheadings, hangings, all reminiscent of the ancient Assyrians, bring
fear to all. Captive girls are sold as sex-slaves, women are treated as chattels.
Their Headquarters are in Raqqa, but Mosul—the site of Nineveh the ancient
capital of Assur, or Assyria—is a very important town. The area they occupy lies
between the River Tigris on the east and the Euphrates to the SW; very much the
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Assyria of old. Their initial
spectacular advances have now
been halted and the tide turned
back with the intervention of
America and her allies. Britain,
Australia and Canada have
assisted in the bombing of IS.
Many foreign fighters were
feeling the pressure, what at
the start appeared an exciting
adventure was turning sour
with many casualties from the
bombs. Towards the year-end
there were reports of 100
foreign
deserters
being
executed as traitors in an effort
to stem the flow of deserters.
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IS—the Islamic State

Does Balaam’s prophecy shed light on today’s situation?
What light does scripture throw? The 3,400 year-old, obscure prophecy of Balaam
has a clearly latter-day fulfilment when Balak was told:
And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, and said, Amalek was
the first of the nations; but his latter end shall be that he perish for ever.
And he looked on the Kenites, and took up his parable, and said, Strong is thy
dwellingplace, and thou puttest thy nest in a rock.
Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted, until Asshur shall carry thee away
captive.
And he took up his parable, and said, Alas, who shall live when God doeth this!
And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict Asshur, and
shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish for ever. Num. 24:20-24
This is a prophecy about Amalek. Earlier the prophecy had spoken of the power of
Israel’s King as greater than that of Agag—the title of the Amalekite kings (Num.
24:7; 1 Sam. 15:8). Agag means ‘I shall be head’—the role of Gog as the head of
the nations who come against Israel. The Septuagint actually translates Agag as
Gog! This final prophecy of Balaam looks into the future and sees the ultimate
triumph of Israel’s King over Israel’s enemies. Ezekiel 38 and 39 give more detail
of this triumph. What is so fascinating are the three places mentioned by Balaam:
Chittim, Assur and Eber. Chittim or Kittim is Cyprus. This seems to be describing
the latter-day Amalekite, coming forth with many ships to take Israel and Egypt as
foretold in Daniel 11:40. He needs to secure Cyprus—where the British have their
naval bases. His next steps involve action against Assur. Assur was the name of the
Assyrian Empire and the ruins of its capital city Nineveh lie just across the River
Tigris from Mosul, Iraq’s second biggest city and now in the hands of IS.
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When Gog—Russia, assisted by Europe—comes down into Egypt and Israel (Dan.
11:42-45) there is evidently a need to secure Assur. Now we know Iran (Persia)
comes as the chief companion of Gog (Eze. 38:5), so it would appear that there is
in Assur a power that is not favourable to Gog’s plans and that needs taking. If
Northern Iraq and Syria were still in IS hands, then we can see good cause for Gog
to seek to secure this northern flank, as well as Egypt, the southern flank to Israel.
So who is Eber of Balaam’s prophecy? This is Israel! Eber = the region across
(usually of a river) according to Brown, Briggs, Driver. Hebrew = the descendant
of Eber, Abraham’s great, great, great, great grandfather. Abraham crossed over
the Euphrates on leaving Haran to go to the land “across the river”.
Does Balaam’s parable indicate that Assur, like Eber, will be in the hands of those
not with Gog? We watch events in Iraq with interest to see how they unfold.

Assad far from defeated
Admittedly a year ago it
Occupied areas in Syria
seemed that there was little
prospect of his survival.
Thanks to Russian and Iran
help that is now far from the
case. The latest map showing
the position of the combatants
in Syria show that he is in
control of the important
coastal regions and close to
retaking Aleppo. Damascus is
safely in government forces
hands too. The programme of
destroying Assad’s chemical
weapons has now been
completed, though it is not
known if there are undeclared
caches of chemical weapons
left. Assad’s main weapon of destruction has been to use barrel bombs filled with
metal scraps and explosives, which brings horrendous injuries from the flying
metal, resulting in many deaths.
There were reports on the Debka website 14-Dec-14 that President Obama was
considering reversing America’s policy of seeking Assad’s ouster and instead
planning to recognise his legitimacy and seek his aid in the battle against IS. We
wait to see if this is confirmed. It would put Israel in a difficult situation. Already,
according to another Debka article 17-Dec-14, IS troops were on Israel’s northern
borders with Syria, on the Golan. According to the report Syrian “rebel” forces
operating in the region and who had been trained by the US and Jordan to fight
against Assad’s forces had now joined the IS forces. Although still fighting against
Assad, this would not be a step that would bring comfort to Israel. IS flags are
being displayed in Sinai and in parts of the West Bank and so another flank being
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opened only increases pressure on Israel. A London-based source (claiming to be
the leading Arabic international newspaper) indicated why this might be.
Syrian moderate fighters earn around 140 US dollars per month while reports
indicate that ISIS fighters are paid much higher salaries, with some media
outlets reporting that ISIS pays its members as much as 150 US dollars per day.
Asharq Al-Awsat 25-Dec-14
Having looked at the situation to the North of Israel we turn to the situation to the
south and east of Israel in a consideration of the territory of the King of the South.

Sheba, Dedan, the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions
For Bible students Britain’s re-entry into the Middle East is very important. After
being there for a century she left with ignominy in the 70’s when she turned her
back on the region to trade with Europe. Both steps brought trouble for Britain and
she was humbled by the events of the past 40 years. She now sees the folly of
losing her independence by being shackled to Europe and sees the potential trade
in the Middle East Region. Just as in the past, Britain takes actions, not because she
understands her role in God’s Plan, but through the influence of increased
international trade and profits. We would refer readers to Milestones 2010 ch 9 for
scriptural evidence of our historical view that Britain alone fits the role of the
merchants of Tarshish spoken of through Ezekiel 2,600 years ago. We have
previously remarked on the unerring accuracy of the word of God, in the very
order listed of those who will be in opposition to Gog’s invasion of Israel, but let’s
see it again.
Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions
thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered
thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle
and goods, to take a great spoil? Ezek. 38:13
So top-of-the-list are Sheba and Dedan—Arab countries! How remarkable—that
which seemed almost an impossibility a few years ago, we can now see to be
happening. The Southern Arab nations recognise that they share common enemies
with Israel—Iran and IS. Now they feel they can’t rely on America, Israel is their
only dependable friend. Yes, they have made the Palestinian-Israeli conflict a
matter to use against Israel—it is a matter that pleases the ordinary people, yet in
their hearts the leaders despise what Hamas and Fatah are doing. They pay lip
service to the rebuilding of Gaza, and pledged big sums of money, but there is very
little cash actually paid up. In 2014 as we shall see when looking at the latest
conflict against Gaza, what was notable was the lack of condemnation by fellow
Arabs! The situation over a nuclear Iran and IS have bound these southern Arab
nations to consulting with Israel for help.
The next nation listed are the merchants of Tarshish—Britain. Would we a few
years ago put Britain number 2 on the list? It would have been America and in fact
we would have put the US at the top of the list. But no more; under President
Obama there has been a real shift in emphasis in America’s foreign policies;
centred on Asia rather than the Middle East. True at the moment America plays an
important role here, but it is so interesting to see the situation is reversing. When
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Britain pulled out, America stepped in. Now it is America’s turn to shift focus and
we find Britain, because of her trading nature, wishing to rebuild where the money
is. America’s fracking revolution, as she seeks to be energy independent, has
hardly endeared her to the Middle East oil nations!
Last in the list are the [her RV] young lions. Again historically we have seen these
to be America and the Commonwealth Countries. Again we marvel that not only
does Mr Cameron speak of the ties to Israel which he will never break, we have
similar language from Canada, Australia and even more remarkably from India,
where although friendly trade-wise with Israel, they have traditionally supported
the Palestinians in the UN. As the year ends there are reports that they are seriously
considering “a seismic shift” of no longer supporting the Palestinian cause! Put all
these aspects together and one can only marvel at the foreknowledge of God who
could cause the prophets to record matters which at the time made little sense, but
today make perfect sense—a trading power with her offspring together with local
nations standing in support of a recently returned nation of Israel in her hour of
trial.

Britain in the Middle East. We’re back
We reported in Milestones 2012 the important speech made by the British Chief of
Staff, General Sir David Richards, concerning the UK government’s desire to put
troops back into the Middle East to look after security matters there, and the
recognition that British commercial interests lay in this region. That speech was
followed in March 2013 by a 16 page briefing paper by the Royal United Services
Institute—the think tank that advises the UK government, entitled A Return to
East of Suez? UK Deployment to the Gulf. We quoted extensively from it in last
year’s Milestones. Now in December 2014 we have the above headline, telling of
Britain’s plans to build a new naval base in Bahrain.
In reality, Britain never left the Gulf. It has long-standing security ties with
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (where the Royal Air
Force operates a Typhoon fighter-jet squadron from Al-Minhad, a base in Dubai
that has also acted as a logistical bridge for operations in Afghanistan). But that
is not to deny the significance of the plan to develop part of Mina Salman
(which is also home to America’s Fifth Fleet) into a facility able to
accommodate the latest Type 45 destroyers and two new aircraft carriers when
they enter service towards the end of the decade.
The move is a reflection of the present government’s desire to demonstrate
Britain’s revived commitment to the Gulf monarchies, with whom it maintains
substantial trading and investment relationships, at a time of increasing
turbulence in the region.
Signing the agreement to establish the base on December 5th with his Bahraini
counterpart, Sheikh Khalid bin Ahmed al-Khalifa, Britain’s foreign secretary,
Philip Hammond, declared: “Your security is our security.” Under the terms of
the deal, Bahrain will meet most of the £15m price tag for building the facility,
while Britain will be responsible for its operating costs. As well as being able to
take bigger ships which pack more punch than the four Royal Navy
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minesweepers that currently sail from Mina Salman, Britain will be able to
make its shrinking fleet go further by not having to rotate vessels back and forth
to home ports.
Another explicit reason for re-establishing a permanent naval presence in the
Gulf is to show the Americans that, in the aftermath of Afghanistan, Britain
(with France) remains a useful and reliable ally. Mr Hammond said: “As the
United States focuses more of its effort on the Asia-Pacific region, we and our
European partners will be expected to take a greater share of the burden in the
Gulf, the Near East and North Africa.” British military advisers still see those
territories as the ones where the country’s armed forces are most likely to be
called upon to fight. Having bases where British forces can train in hot and dry
conditions will remain important. The Economist 12-Dec-14
Earlier, in May, Britain had announced that she was enlarging and updating her
existing facilities, spending $6m in improvements which will be ready in 2016.

Bahrain was ancient Dedan
What is particularly thrilling is that this is taking place in Bahrain, an island in the
Persian Gulf which we identify as the probable home of Dedan There were at least
two separate sets of Shebas and Dedans in scripture. One pair were grandsons of
Cush (Gen. 10:7), the other, grandsons of Abraham through Keturah. (Gen. 25:1-3)
The Dedan from Cush is linked with the Persian Gulf area.
Dedan, the place where they resided, is believed to be identical with the Daden
of the Middle Ages, now called Bahrein, in Arabia Deserts, an island on the
western shores of the Persian Gulf. Castell’s Illustrated Bible Dict.
This would also fit with the description of the Dedan traders described in Ezekiel
27:15 who seemed to have traded with India—the source of ebony and elephants.
The men of Dedan were thy merchants; many isles were the merchandise of
thine hand: they brought thee for a present horns of ivory and ebony.

Britain in the Gulf
As well as concentrating her navy in ancient Dedan, the British government is
using Bahrain as her hub for the lucrative arms trade in the Gulf region.
“We will continue to encourage UK companies to network and to identify
suitable business opportunities and prospects for joint industrial and
technological cooperation across the region, and with Bahrain in particular, as
we enter the third century of our deep and enduring relationship,” Richard
Paniguian, head of the UK Trade and Investment Defence and Security
Organisation, said. GeoStrategy direct w/e 12-Feb-14

Britain and Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia, where the Semitic Dedan was situated is also a target for Britain’s
arms sales. The Prince of Wales paid his 10th official visit since 1986, visiting here
and Qatar in February, underpinning the close ties between the Royal families.
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Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Sir John Jenkins said: “Our two
Kingdoms share a long friendship, going back to the foundation of the modern
Saudi state. Continuity of personal relationships, essential if we are to
understand each other better, have been central to this. His Royal Highness’s
second visit to the Kingdom in my time here as Ambassador exemplifies our
wish to engage at the most senior levels and our determination to sustain the
personal touch. Saudi-British Relations 17-Feb-14
The trade potential is vast.
Setting the scene, the report notes that Saudi Arabia is already the UK’s largest
market in the Middle East, comprising 20% of our exports in goods and services
to the region in 2011, and it is our 18th largest market globally, with $12.5bn in
exports of goods and services in 2012. In addition, the UK is also the second
largest cumulative investor in Saudi Arabia after the US, according to UKTI,
with a total of approximately 200 UK/Saudi joint ventures, representing a total
investment of more than $18bn.
Huge sales of defence equipment, including those of Tornado and Typhoon
fighter jets, have represented massive opportunities for UK defence equipment
manufacturers. “The UK provides training alongside its sales programmes,
which enhances the UK-Saudi defence relationship and benefits the Saudi
forces’ training”, says the Foreign Affairs Committee Report.
Transport and healthcare are major infrastructure priorities, and therefore
immediate opportunities for British and international businesses. More than
US$100bn worth of rail schemes are currently planned, or under construction,
including the North-South line, an E-W route from Riyadh to Jeddah and metro
schemes in Riyadh and Jeddah. Saudi-British Relations 02-Nov-14

The young lions working in the region
President Obama eventually agreed that the US in cooperation with local Arab
States and coalition partners would commence bombing of IS positions in Iraq and
Syria. This began in August. Arab nations willing to participate were led by Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Britain operated from her bases in
Cyprus, Australia and France from the UAE, Canada from Kuwait.
“According to CENTCOM officials, the name INHERENT RESOLVE is
intended to reflect the unwavering resolve and deep commitment of the U.S. and
partner nations in the region and around the globe to eliminate the terrorist
group ISIL and the threat they pose to Iraq, the region and the wider
international community. It also symbolizes the willingness and dedication of
coalition members to work closely with our friends in the region and apply
all available dimensions of national power necessary—diplomatic,
informational, military, economic—to degrade and ultimately destroy ISIL.”
U.S. Central Command 15-Oct-14
Once again we can see how the young lions work with the merchants of Tarshish
in the Sheba Dedan region, a foretaste of the situation given in Ezekiel 38:13.
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ISRAEL FACES HAMAS YET AGAIN
Since Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005 under Ariel Sharon, this narrow strip of
land with one of the most densely populated areas in the world has been a source
of trouble to Israel. Hamas won control in the elections in 2007 and have devoted
their efforts to the elimination of the State of Israel. In Dec. 2008 to Jan. 2009 was
Operation Cast Lead; in 2012 Operation Pillar of Cloud (Defense) lasted 8 days
during November and this year Operation Protective Edge (Strong Cliff) lasted 7
weeks and commenced in 8th July. As on previous occasions, civilian casualties
were highlighted around the world to show Israel in a poor light, together with
extensive disinformation put out by Hamas and carried uncritically in the Western
press. Anti-Semitic incidents rose sharply during and after this conflict. We will
look briefly at the background and details, but our main interest is to see how it
changed the moderate Arab nations’ perception of Israel as well as bringing us
closer to the day when all nations will come against Jerusalem.

Operation Strong Cliff
In Jan 2014 Ariel Sharon died after being in a vegetative state since his major stoke
in January 2006. It is said that on the day of his stroke he was following up his
withdrawal from Gaza in August 2005, by examining West Bank maps and
planning closures of settlements there. The prophets speak of Israel being on the
mountains of Israel at the time of the end so it would appear that he was removed
from the political scene to prevent such a withdrawal. Scriptures indicate that “the
Philistines” would be an enemy to Israel at this time. So whilst the settlements
remain in the West Bank, the subsequent take-over of the Gaza Strip has
demonstrated to Israel the folly of withdrawal—it does not lead to peace with her
Arab neighbours but the opposite—a desire to claw back more land from Israel,
piece-by-piece!
Hamas had
been firing
rockets onto
the
Israeli
settlements
close to the
border
of
Gaza.
In
2013 a total
of 44 rockets
and mortars
were fired at
Israel,
in
2014
that
“rocketed” to
4,500! In the

Rocket
2014

attacks

on

Israel
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early part of the year they were fired by Hamas’ associates, the first blamed on
Hamas itself were fired in June. It was in mid-June that 3 Israeli teenagers were
abducted on their way home from school. It led to a massive hunt for them, codenamed Brother’s Keeper. During the searches, the IDF uncovered large caches of
weapons hidden in the West Bank, pointing to preparations of a large scale
operation against Israel and many Hamas operatives were rounded up. The boys’
bodies were discovered 3 weeks later. Following their burial, an Arab youth was
murdered in revenge. In spite of the rapid Israeli arrest of the perpetrator, a barrage
of rockets was fired into Israel. Israel struck back at Gaza targets and Operation
Protective Edge was launched at the end of July. In Hebrew this is Mivtza Tzok
Eitan which is translated Operation Strong Cliff or Debka uses the phrase “solid
rock”. The IDF however uses “Protective Edge” in their English bulletins.
A “tzok” is a precipice and “eytan” means strong. It is a literary term which
means having the strength not to go over the edge.
The operation’s name says it all. The objective of the operation is to carry out a
controlled mission—not to go impulsively or impetuously over the edge and
into Gaza. themicahreport 02-Jul-14
This Operation lasted 50 days with several ceasefires, broken each time by Hamas.
The Israeli government knew that there would be outrage at civilian deaths in
Gaza, based on their experience during the 2012 Operation Pillar of Cloud when
Israel rather belatedly was able to show how Hamas had deliberately allowed
civilians to be killed in order to shock the world over Israel’s actions. This time
Israeli PR was better prepared, and constantly showed how Hamas fired from the
vicinity of schools, mosques and hospitals and indeed stored their weapons in these
places. Unlike the Western Press reporting from Israel, those in Gaza were not free
to wander to find their own stories. Everything was controlled by Hamas and they
were only able to report on what Hamas wanted. There have emerged many stories
of how the Press were intimidated by Hamas, so that the real situation was not
revealed. The news was always of civilian casualties, I don’t recall seeing any
pictures of Hamas fighters; it was as if there was a vacuum in Gaza, with only
civilian casualties to be seen. Many of the Press instructions, it later emerged, came
from Gaza hospitals where Hamas had taken over sections to run their affairs, safe
in the knowledge that Israel would not bomb them.
This didn’t prevent a steady stream of anti-Israel reporting; attacks on Jews around
the world intensified as crowds protested at Israel’s alleged inhumanity against the
Gaza population. The striking thing this time, however, was the muted protest from
neighbouring Arab countries. Egypt and Saudi Arabia were looking to Israel to
hammer Hamas, as both countries regard them with distain and their linkage with
the Muslim Brotherhood means that their former supporters now wish their demise.

Israel’s disproportionate response?
The frequent accusation against Israel was that the deaths in Gaza were so much
higher than in Israel and so, they reasoned, Israel is using disproportionate means.
Obviously we have to take a slightly detached point of view. The Israel
Government were using their own might to overcome their sworn enemies. They
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were not trusting in their God to deliver them. We can however point out the great
lengths that the Israelis went to in order to minimise civilian casualties, far beyond
any other nation. Using text messages, direct phone calls and using special bombs
which “tapped” on the roof of a potential target, Israel warned people to get out of
buildings before they were bombed. Many missions were aborted to avoid civilian
casualties.
The
problem they faced
is that Hamas loved
death as much as
the Israelis loved
life. For Hamas the
greatest
sacrifice
that they can make
is to be a martyr! It
emerged that many
times
Hamas
refused
to
let
civilians flee from
an area. Civilian casualties were the oxygen of their campaign, knowing how the
press would give publicity to every death.
Of course, Israeli deaths would have been much higher if Israel hadn’t used its Iron
Dome to destroy the rockets which they calculated would fall in residential areas.
Also Israel provided bomb shelters—Hamas provided none for its civilian
population.
The numbers of civilian deaths were put out daily by Hamas, which the Western
Press at first largely accepted at face value. There were no corresponding lists of
Hamas deaths. It appeared that only civilians died! The Israeli military and others
examined these lists, finding duplicated names and names of those who were
known to be militants. Quite a different picture emerged. It seems that 79% of the
alleged civilian deaths were male and in the age range 16-35. If this was
indiscriminate killing of civilians why were they not 50-50 male-female? And
because of the bulge of children in the population, why weren’t the majority teens
and under? Clearly there were many Hamas fighters in these figures. Latest
analysis by Israel indicates that of the names they could identify, 52% of those
killed were terrorists. Incidentally Hamas classes their fighters as civilians, even
the “Jihad fighters”, because, they claim they have no regular army; whereas all
Israelis are soldiers and so legitimate targets! Al-Aqsa TV (Hamas) 10-Aug-14
What Hamas’s figures failed to differentiate were the people killed by the Hamas
rockets which failed to reach into Israel and by falling into Gaza did much damage.
Many hundreds of these crude rockets failed to cross the border. One day it was
estimated that 25% failed to make it. Later, when journalists were safely out of
Gaza, they confirmed that Hamas busily removed evidence when it was their
rocket that had caused the casualties, before the Press were ushered along to see
the latest victims of Israel’s aggression! Neither did the figures differentiate
between those shot in cold blood by Hamas, many of whom had taken part in
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building the tunnels and who were silenced to avoid betrayal of their location.
Others were Fatah members, taken out of prison and shot. A total of 150 were
known to have been liquidated. The other strange thing is that it appeared there
were no natural deaths during this period. All were lumped into civilian casualties.
It is thought that Israel achieved the remarkably low figure of around 1.1/1
civilian/militant deaths. Every civilian death is a sorrow, but compared to any other
warfare taking place, Israel went the extra mile to save lives. The fact that Hamas
was embedded in civilian areas was a cynical abuse of power by Hamas. The
damage to property in Gaza is extensive, but the majority was pinpointed and
deadly accurate.

Hamas planned Rosh Hashanah massacres
For the past 5 years it had been an open secret in Gaza that Hamas was spending
millions of dollars in constructing a vast underground tunnel system. This was not
for the benefit of the people of Gaza, safe refuges when under attack; no, these
tunnels were designed solely for the use of Hamas fighters to get from A to B
rapidly. To enable them to fire a rocket and then disappear quickly. It would appear
that the Israeli military hadn’t appreciated how far these tunnels penetrated across
the border into Israel. Some 32 or more tunnels were uncovered during Operation
Protective Edge, some of which penetrated 3km/2mls into Israel! Israeli military
found these tunnels, deep underground, were well constructed, using tonnes of
concrete. Some were wide enough for two abreast. From captured militants, Israel
soon learned of the intention of this terrorist network. What was being planned was
to flood the area of Israel opposite the Gaza Strip with militants who would emerge
from the tunnel exits deep inside Israel and wait until the Jewish New Year
celebrations began on Sep. 24th and then detonate explosives stored in tunnels
terminating underneath Jewish Kindergartens. Then the terrorists planned to shoot
as many Jews as they could, seize hostages and disappear underground! What was
planned was a disaster on the scale of several 9/11’s.
If Hamas had not abducted the 3 Yeshiva students, this network of tunnels would
not have been revealed and there would have been little possibility of Israel
preventing this audacious attack.
An Israeli writer, Alan Dershowitz, has just published a book on these tunnels,
Terror Tunnels. The Case for Israel’s Just War against Hamas. He describes being
taken on a tour of one of the tunnels that was discovered by an IDF Bedouin
tracker, just prior to Operation Protective Edge.
I was taken into the tunnel and saw the technological innovations: tracks on
which small trains could transport kidnapped Israelis back to Gaza; telephone
and electrical lines; crevices beneath schools and other civilian targets that could
hold explosives; and smaller offshoot tunnels leading from the main tube to
numerous exit points from which fighters could simultaneously emerge from
different places.

Gaza rebuilding—fine promises—little action
Following the final ceasefire that was negotiated by Egypt, a donors’ meeting was
called, where the world promised to help rebuild Gaza by pledging $5.4bn. Since
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that October gathering little of the pledged money has been received. Ynet News
23-Dec-14 said that ‘not even one penny’ had been received of the pledges by the
major donors such as Qatar, UAE and Turkey.
Israel was insistent that Gaza should be de-militarised and that the promised aid
should not be diverted by Hamas to continue its deadly tunnel system. The problem
is that the UNRWA (Relief and Works Agency) who would normally be the
channel for distributing the aid was deeply implicated in providing cover for
Hamas—UN schools were used as weapons dumps and Hamas operated out of UN
property, as well as hospitals and mosques. Israel did accept a coupon system,
whereby a householder needing to rebuild would be issued with a coupon to allow
them to buy cement at £51 a tonne. The UN run scheme was open to fraud and a
Guardian reporter witnessed the cement being sold on outside the warehouse for
up to 4 times what had been paid! (The Guardian 26-Dec-14) The fact that Fatah
and Hamas were at loggerheads did not improve the situation. Little seems to have
been done to help the homeless, due to Hamas’ unwillingness to cooperate with
Israel.

Israel, President Abbas and Fatah
PM Netanyahu summed up the effects of Operation Protective Edge like this:
There is a realignment of forces in the Middle East based on the common
concern with the dangers posed by radical Islamic terrorists. I’d like to translate
this understanding into cooperation and peace between Israel and our
Palestinian neighbors. Israeli Min of Foreign Affairs 27-Aug-14
Her relations with Fatah and the West Bank are at a low ebb, with the Palestinians
withdrawing intelligence cooperation. President Abbas is determined to press
ahead with creating a Palestinian State, without agreeing to recognise Israel’s right
to peaceful and secure borders. The State he has in mind would be Jew-free and
would be the first step in a continuing war of attrition until Israel ceases as a state.
The President is receiving widespread support for this in the wake of the situation
in Gaza; many European countries including the Vatican support Abbas’s attempts
at statehood. Israel is trying to point out that this is not the basis for a settlement of
the differences between Israel and the Palestinians. Abbas is proposing to go to the
UN to get them to mandate that Israel withdraws to 1967 lines within 2 years and
remove any Jew living there. For Israel this would be suicide. If Hamas were
allowed to develop the West Bank as it did Gaza, then it would be almost
impossible for Israel to defend such a narrow strip of territory. All of Israel would
be within range of Hamas rockets. The US has promised Israel that they will veto
any UN vote to set up a Palestinian State.

Israel and her other neighbours
One of the remarkable outcomes of the Gaza conflict was the lack of support from
many Arab countries, which in the past has shown solidarity with Hamas. With the
overthrow of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, Hamas has few supporters. Many
Arab countries despise Hamas and were hoping that Israel would be able to destroy
this hated organisation. The Hamas political leader, Khaled Meshaak, was hosted
by Qatar when he was expelled from Damascus, but is now on the move to Iran
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after Egypt put pressure on Qatar to break their support of Hamas. (Debka 27-Dec14). Other Gulf Arab States now see Israel as their support in the battle against Iran
gaining nuclear weapon capabilities. They fear America, under Obama, is less
interested in preventing Iran going ahead with her development of nuclear bombs.
These are some of the headlines I have gathered during 2014.
Netanyahu: Many Arab Countries Now See Israel as a Friend 17-Jan
Israel open to joint missile defence with Jordan, Egypt 10-Mar
Converging Interests May Lead to Cooperation Between Israel and Gulf
States 31-Mar
The Triangle: Israel, Iran and the Arabs 03-Apr
Truck by truck, Israel builds trade gateway to Arab world 01-Jul
Israel, Jordan share intelligence on mutual ISIL infiltration threat 08-Jul
Saudi Regime Alarmed over Disclosure of Close Ties with Israel 04-Oct
Israelis, Jordanians, Palestinians advancing on trilateral water swapping
arrangements 10-Oct
Nuanced relations emerging between Israel and Arab/Muslim world 19-Nov
Israel’s Gas Offers Lifeline for Peace 14-Dec
Israel and Gulf states: Secret cooperation to lead to reconciliation? 30-Dec
This last one was a most interesting article in an Israeli newspaper. It indicated the
extensive cooperation behind the scenes—to make it too public would prove
counter-productive.
Israeli companies are assisting states in the Gulf through security consulting,
training of local military forces and the sale of weapons and sophisticated
systems and technologies.
At the same time, senior officials from both sides are conducting ongoing
meetings in and outside the region.
The reports also indicate that Israel has softened its policy on weapons exports
to states in the Gulf as well as its attempts to restrict sales by the United States
of advanced weapons to the Gulf countries, in part as a signal that it sees a
potential for partnership more than it sees a possible threat. In addition, Israel is
enjoying a certain amount of access to markets in the Gulf, as long as the
products do not have Israeli labels.
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states recognize Israel’s military power as well as its
close ties with the United States (and its sway in Congress), and they see value
in maintaining some level of coordination with Jerusalem. Ynet 30-Dec-14
There are an increasing number of reports concerning intelligence sharing with
Israel in the battle against the encroachment of the Islamic State.

Netanyahu calls new elections
Following disagreements within the coalition over the 2015 budget and also for Mr
Netanyahu’s plans to redefine the Jewish State, he decided to sack Tzipi Livni, his
Justice Minister and Yait Lapid his Finance Minister, thus effectively ending the
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coalition government. Elections have been called for March 17 th. At the year-end
Mr Netanyahu is set to be returned to the Knesset, but much can happen over the
next few months. There are accusations of a financial scandal involving members
of the Knesset swirling around.

Israel a state for Jews
Israel’s creation has always been for a home for Jews, right from “the
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people” in the Balfour
declaration onwards. Churchill used interchangeably the phrase “Jewish State” and
“Jewish National Home”. With President Abbas’ refusal to acknowledge Israel as a
Jewish State, Prime Minister Netanyahu is keen to pass a “Basic Law” which
defines the State of Israel. Various versions were proposed, but Netanyahu stripped
them down to the minimum.
Basic Law: Israel—The National State of the Jewish People.
I. Objective
Defining the State of Israel as the national state of the Jewish people, and
anchoring the values of the State of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state in
the spirit of the principles of the Declaration of Independence.
II. Basic principles
The Land of Israel is the historic homeland of the Jewish people and the place of
the establishment of the State of Israel.
The State of Israel is the national home of the Jewish people in which the Jewish
People realizes its right to self-determination in accordance with its cultural and
historic heritage.
The right to realize national self-determination in the State of Israel is unique to
the Jewish people.
The State of Israel is democratic, based on the foundations of freedom, justice
and peace in light of the visions of the prophets of Israel, and upholds the
individual rights of all its citizens according to law.
III. Symbols of the State
The national anthem is Hatikvah.
The national flag is white with two sky-blue stripes close to the margins and a
sky-blue Star of David in the center.
The national emblem is a seven-branched menorah with two olive branches at
its sides and the word ‘Israel’ below.
IV. Return
All Jews are eligible to immigrate to the country and receive citizenship of the
state according to law.
It continues in this vein, the official calendar is the Hebrew calendar; it will operate
under Jewish Law; it will uphold the historic and cultural heritage and tradition of
the Jews. It does protect non-Jews—“The State will act to enable all residents of

78—Israel faces Hamas yet again

Chapter 11

Israel, regardless of religion, race or nationality, to preserve their culture, heritage,
language and identity”.
After all, states like Saudi Arabia and Iran make it clear that they exist for their
own people, operating under their religious laws; yet Israel received claims that it
was racist, even though this is the only democratic country in the region. Abbas
wants any Palestinian State to be closed to Jews! One assumes the next
government will take up the reins of passing this into State Law.

Israel’s economy
Israel remains a desirable prey and spoil to her future attackers. Gog comes to take
silver and gold and cattle and goods. Israel has swung from an agricultural
producing country to a high tech country, largely because of the scarcity of land
and water and its high levels of education especially that provided by the IDF
during military conscription. However, agricultural research and innovation is a
strong industry, Israel has the seeds and techniques to help virtually any country to
feed its people. The strong links to India in are part to gain help in this field.
Israel’s economy has performed strongly over the past few years and weathered the
financial global crisis extremely well. However it has recently been hit by the lack
of growth in many of her export markets, together with the effects of Operation
Protective Edge.
She continues to seek markets for the surplus gas coming from the Tamar field.
Gas prices have not plunged in the same way as oil prices. Nobel has signed an
agreement to supply $500 million worth of gas over a 15-year period commencing
in 2016, to the Jordanian Potash company. This is situated on the other side of the
boundary to Israel’s own chemical works at Sedom. All that is required is a short
extension pipeline to be built to link the two plants. Nobel has signed tentative
agreements to supply Jordan with gas to
replace dependence on imported oil for
electricity production. There is opposition to
this from pro-Palestinian factions in Jordan.
Nobel is also in advanced talks to supply gas
to Egypt, especially to the LNG terminal
which is idle due to the Egyptian government
diverting gas from export to home
consumption. Egypt is unable to fulfil her
contractual agreements; gas from Israel
would be used to fulfil these exports.
Another new well has been discovered with
potentially large reserves—estimated reserves
of 90bn M3 would make it the 3rd largest behind Leviathan (upped this year to
620bn M3) and Tamar (307bn M3). The new well, Royee, is owned by two Israeli
companies and an Italian company. With the drop in oil prices there has been a
dramatic drop in the cost of hiring drilling rigs as demand slackens. Prices are
virtually 50% cheaper than a year ago.
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However, the development of the Leviathan field has been thrown into confusion.
The Israeli Anti-Trust Authority has ruled that Nobel-Delek is a cartel and has
revoked permission for them to proceed! (Journal of Energy Security 23-Dec-14).
Considering other firms were too afraid to take the risk of exploring off Israel, it
does seem a strange ruling, which will doubtless be resolved in the courts. Earlier
in the year the Australian firm Woodside, pulled out of a partnership deal. The
previous year Gazprom had submitted the highest partnership bid, but the
American firm was wary and chose Woodside instead. An Indian firm has
expressed an interest in a partnership deal.
There is considerable talk of asking the EU to help fund a gas pipeline connecting
Egyptian, Israeli and Cypriot gas fields to Europe—a handy link avoiding Russia.

Israel’s latest export success is British
This seemed a strange headline! The article in Haaretz 13-Dec-14, explains.
Israeli technology is great. Israeli marketing sucks. That’s why the latest big
thing emerging from the country’s tech sector isn’t Israeli at all—it’s British. It
could be Israel’s most influential export yet. You only have to look at Israel’s
plummeting popularity in world diplomacy to see just how bad the country is at
promoting itself.
The same goes for high tech. Israeli engineers, many of them fresh-minted army
intelligence graduates, create world-beating, out-of-the-box technology
solutions but when it comes to selling them they can fall flat on their faces.
To turn great technology into a great company that can compete internationally,
you need more than an original solution to a pressing problem. You need
investment, a business strategy, visionary leadership, great marketing and a
huge dollop of luck.
Enter Matthew Gould, the British Ambassador in Tel Aviv and his revolutionary
British Embassy Tech Hub, the first of its kind anywhere in the world.
Using the connections that only government can deploy, the Hub links Israeli
technology companies to British firms that can help them develop their business
and penetrate new markets. The Israelis get access to top-class advice and
business partners. The Brits get new clients and access to Israeli technology.
The Hub has been so successful that it is now being replicated at other British
embassies in countries with similarly bubbling tech sectors. And other
ambassadors in Tel Aviv are beating a path to Gould’s door to ask how they can
copy the model.
In the past four years, bilateral trade between Israel and the UK has more than
tripled—even though Israel’s diplomatic reputation has sunk.
How encouraging to see Britain determined through thick and thin to work with
Israel and tap the lure of trade, as befits a merchant power.
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THE POPE FRANCIS EFFECT
Since his election as Pope in March 2013, Francis has continued to put his stamp
on the papacy like no one before him. Gone are the symbols of power and prestige,
walking, driving old cars, shunning the bullet-proof Popemobile, he comes across
as a humble person, with a razor sharp mind and warm smile welcoming old and
young. He still resides in the guest house that he was staying in when elected Pope,
rather than in the palace, sharing his meals in the general dining room. Photos of
him kissing the young and hugging the destitute appear all over the world.

The Jesuit Pope
It is clear that his fellow cardinals saw in this man the charismatic person that they
needed to retake the lost ground in Europe and South America, where Church
attendances have been falling. There was little to connect a 21st century European
could connect to a Church rooted in the past and riddled with corruption and
paedophilia. Reform was beyond Pope Benedict and he stood down to make way
for somebody who could push through changes.
The Jesuit training is all about serving the church’s interests with what-ever selfsacrifice might be required. Europe is the main target and this man from the other
side of the world was seen to have the potential to reconnect people with the
Church. His disregard for tradition and his ability to reach out has made him
hugely popular. He was voted by Time and The Advocate magazines as their
Person of the Year in Dec 2013 and Fortune put him No.1 in their list of 50 great
leaders. In November 2014 Forbes ranked him the world’s 4th most powerful
person, the highest non-political figure. At the year-end he was widely credited for
bringing Cuba’s isolation to an end. The filming of a movie of his life is expected
to commence in January 2015. We mentioned in last year’s Milestones that he
attracts larger crowds than his predecessor. This year it is claimed that nearly 6
million people attended gatherings led by the Pope at Vatican. An Italian TV show
auctioned one of his white skull caps for €105,000 on eBay for charity.
He has achieved a great deal in his reforms. The Vatican Bank and the Curia have
been greatly shaken up. His Christmas talk listing 15 ‘ailments’ that plague the
Vatican’s power-hungry bureaucrats was greeted with silence, then tepid applause!
He has purged out many priests and others who have misused their office.
It is clear from scripture that the False Prophet power must be strong in these last
days; its role is to weld the nations together to destroy Israel as a nation and regain
control over Jerusalem. They will feel the wrath of the Lamb as he comes to save
his people! There can be no place in God’s Kingdom for this false system of
worship which has deceived the nations for centuries.

Pope Francis visits Israel
The long-heralded visit of Pope Francis to Jordan, the West Bank and Israel took
place in May. It was speculated that Israel might announce the handing over of the
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control of the Cenacle—the alleged spot where the Upper Room was, as well as the
alleged tomb of King David. However nothing was announced, although there are
reports that instead of weekly masses being held there by the Roman Catholic
Church, these are being held daily and Jews are barred from entering during these
times. If so, then this marks an escalation in the influence of the Vatican in
Jerusalem.
The Pope’s visit gave many opportunities for Palestinian propaganda. There was
no reported protest by Pope Francis of the Palestinianisation of the Bible story of
Jesus birth. The Pope was strategically placed in front of a huge mural when he
gave his talk in Bethlehem. The distinctive Arab keffiyeh, so beloved of Yasser
Arafat, on Joseph’s head and wrapped around the baby Jesus was evidence that
these were Palestinians and not Jews! The three wise men were the current Pope
and his 2 predecessors. Other visitors depicted were wearing crosses and dressed in
a monk’s and nun’s habit. There was not an inkling of Jewishness about the scene!
The Pope made an impromptu stop at the “Separation Wall”—that section of
concrete barrier that Israel erected where the worst of the violence took place,
elsewhere it has fencing where the danger of being shot at is less. Again a gift to
Palestinian publicists as the Pope stood beside graffiti comparing the conditions for
the inhabitants of Bethlehem to that of the Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto in WWII. A
photo shows a rather bewildered young Palestinian girl bearing a Palestinian flag
being pushed into position beside the Pope!
The summary of the visit by the Jerusalem Post 27-May-14 was:
The Golden Age of Catholic-Jewish relations seems to have come to an end
during Francis’s visit to the Promised Land this week.
The article concluded:
Francis is leading the Catholic Church in a distressingly anti-Jewish direction.
We examined in last year’s Milestones the inherent opposition to the State of Israel
by the Churches.

Jesus “the first Palestinian Martyr”
At the year end the Palestinian leaders made their now normal claims that Jesus
was a Palestinian, thereby hijacking the Jewish claim to nationhood there two
millennia ago! Here are some statements uttered in December and gathered by the
Palestine Media Watch 28-Dec-14
Abbas: “Jesus, a Palestinian messenger of love, justice and peace”
PA official: “Jesus the Messiah is Palestinian”
Fatah official: “Jesus, the first Palestinian”
Supreme Sharia Judge: “Jesus was Palestinian. He was born in Palestine; lived
and was sent [as prophet] to Palestine. Therefore, Christmas has a special
Palestinian flavor.”
Fatah official: “the first Martyr, the first Palestinian, Jesus.”
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Francis addresses the MEP’s
Pope Francis also made visits to South Korea, Albania, France and Turkey as well
as a flying visit to the EU Parliament in Strasbourg.
Francis’s speech was quite unlike his predecessor, John Paul II, who some 26 years
earlier, had exhorted them to render to Caesar that which is Caesar’s and to God
that which is God’s. Yet in their different ways they said the same thing. Europe
needs God in its life, which was the message of the founding fathers of the EU;
Church and State working together. Francis’ speech went down well, being
interrupted on 14 occasions by applause. [His translated words in italics.] His
message was that Europe has grown elderly and haggard; a “grandmother”, no
longer fertile and vibrant. It needs reinvigorating by going back to its roots, to the
firm conviction of the founders of the European Union! They saw the role of its
citizens as shaped by its many distinct sources and by Christianity which
profoundly shaped them. Taking his cue from Raphael’s fresco in the Vatican
where Plato’s finger points upward to heaven and Aristotle holds out his hand to
the viewer, this showed people and Church working together. The Pope exhorted:
I wish, then, to reiterate the readiness of the Holy See and the Catholic
Church, through the Commission of the Bishops’ Conferences of Europe
(COMECE), to engage in meaningful, open and transparent dialogue with
the institutions of the European Union. I am likewise convinced that a Europe
which is capable of appreciating its religious roots and of grasping their
fruitfulness and potential, will be all the more immune to the many forms of
extremism spreading in the world today, not least as a result of the great vacuum
of ideals which we are currently witnessing in the West, since “it is precisely
man’s forgetfulness of God, and his failure to give him glory, which gives rise
to violence”.
I consider Europe as a family of peoples who will sense the closeness of the
institutions of the Union when these latter are able wisely to combine the
desired ideal of unity with the diversity proper to each people, cherishing
particular traditions, acknowledging its past history and its roots, liberated from
so many manipulations and phobias. Affirming the centrality of the human
person means, above all, allowing all to express freely their individuality and
their creativity, both as individuals and as peoples.
An anonymous second-century author wrote that “Christians are to the world
what the soul is to the body”. The function of the soul is to support the body, to
be its conscience and its historical memory. A two-thousand-year-old history
links Europe and Christianity. It is a history not free of conflicts and errors,
and sins, but one constantly driven by the desire to work for the good of all.
Dear Members of the European Parliament, the time has come to work together
in building a Europe which revolves not around the economy, but around the
sacredness of the human person, around inalienable values. In building a Europe
which courageously embraces its past and confidently looks to its future in order
fully to experience the hope of its present.
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The EU founded as a Jesuit institution
Prominent Roman Catholic politicians were involved in the foundation of what is
now the EU. Among them the French pro-European strategist Jean Monnet, the
French Minister of Foreign Affairs Robert Schumann, the German Chancellor
Konrad Adenauer, the Italian President of Ministers Alcide de Gasperi. The project
was given the full support of the Vatican. Even today there are many ardent Roman
Catholics promoting ever closer union in order to rebuild the situation as in the
time of Charlemagne onwards of a German Emperor working with the Papacy. The
Charlemagne Prize is still awarded annually to the person (one year it was awarded
to the euro!) who in the judges’ eyes has advanced the cause of European
unification. In 2014 it was awarded to Herman van Rompuy. In 2015 it will be
awarded to Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament, again an ardent
Roman Catholic who arranged for the Pope’s visit to the European Parliament.
In 2012, Herman van Rompuy, the President of the European Council until this
November, drafted a report entitled Toward a genuine Economic and Monetary
Union, fleshing out plans for a two-tier Europe with the eurozone at its core. He
made this comment about the others who were closely involved in its drafting. He
said “We are all Jesuits”! He and Barroso and Juncker form an inner circle of EU
officials. Draghi on the other hand is President of the European Central Bank; this
will help you understand what he went on to say!
“Jesuits International”
I put together my report in very close cooperation with José Manuel [Barroso],
Jean-Claude [Juncker] and Mario Draghi. I don’t want to mention him [just] by
his first name: that would give the impression that he belongs to our group,
which is not the case. Our only connection is that he and I both attended Jesuit
schools. That is already great progress, I find. It creates unbreakable ties.
Mario Monti also studied with the Jesuits and Mariano Rajoy as well. So there is
a ‘Jesuits International’. Europolitics 07-Sep-12
José Barroso was until this October the President of the European Commission and
was trained at a Jesuit School and Roman Catholic university. Jean-Claude
Juncker, another ardent Roman Catholic has now taken over from Barroso. Mario
Draghi is the President of the European Central Bank. Mariano Rajoy is the
Spanish Prime Minister.
Another prominent Jesuit educated leader is Donald Tusk who has taken over from
Rompuy as President of the European Council. The new EU “Foreign Minister”
who has succeeded Baroness Ashton is Italy’s Federica Mogherini who is a Roman
Catholic convert.
Listening to Van Rompuy, you will instantly notice the similarities of the Jesuits
with Europe. Jesuits formed the vanguard of the Catholic Church, like the
European elite is the vanguard of the European integration. Both portray
themselves as ‘the elite’, elevated above the ordinary people. Their methods are
very similar. A sophisticated lie or purposeful deception is allowed when
framed in the interest of the greater goal. A barely contained cynicism typifies
the attitude toward the normal citizen, the ignorant fool, who within a
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democracy needs to be protected from himself. The Catholic and European
elites work through inner circles. The rest is prose. Van Rompuy, Barroso,
Monti and Rajoy are frequent visitors at papal audiences. Derk Jan Eppink MEP
01-May-14

Francis a worshipper of Mary
Right from the start of his pontificate, Francis has entrusted his mission to Mary.
Before every major step he visits her shrine in the St Mary Major Basilica. Here at
the shrine of Our Lady Salus Populi Romani or Protectress of the Roman People
he prays for her guidance! Mary has been elevated to the role of Queen of Europe!
How deceiving this system of false religion is. Because they refuse to understand
the Truth, God has fulfilled the warning He gave through the Apostle Paul:
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe
a lie: 2 Thes. 2:11

The God of Guardians
One of the characteristics revealed to Daniel of this false religious system was that
it would be associated with Guardian gods.
Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor
regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.
But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces {Heb. mahuzzim]: and a god
whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with
precious stones, and pleasant things.
Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall
acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over
many, and shall divide the land for gain. Dan. 11:37-39
The God of mahuzzim, (Strong’s 4581 “place or means of safety” according to
Brown, Driver, Gesenius) or “protectors” or “guardians” This is a characteristic of
the mainstream churches, they have their churches dedicated to fictitious saints
whom they claim are in heaven and will protect them! The latest in this alleged line
of saints in heaven are the former Popes, John XXIII and John Paul II. Pope
Francis canonised these two men in April, the final step to “sainthood” and that
allows prayers to be asked of them in heaven, the latest “guardians”. Never before
have two Popes been elevated at the same time. A crowd of 800,000 gathered to
watch in Rome and the events were beamed around the world.
The twin canonizations of popes John Paul II and John XXIII on Sunday saw
the most extensive coverage of an event in the history of the Catholic Church—
a very conservative institution known for its secrecy.
The coverage was in 3D and HDTV. ABS-CBN Europe News Bureau 30-Apr-14

Catholic and Orthodox together
We can expect the clock to be turned back and the influence of this corrupt system
to increase its power in Europe. We have seen the remarkable growth of the
Russian Church in just 23 years. And it is interesting to see the assistance that the
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Russian Orthodox leaders are willing to give to their Roman Catholic colleagues to
achieve this end. They like what they see in Francis, his humility strikes a chord.
Like Putin, the Orthodox leaders despise the lax morals and corruption in the West
and are willing to work with Rome to re-instate moral standards. To mark Francis’
1st year, Patriarch Kirill, the head of the Russian Orthodox Church wrote to him.
“I am pleased to note the high degree of mutual understanding and efforts by
both sides to strengthen cooperation between the Russian Orthodoxy and
Catholicism for the purpose of strengthening Christian moral values in the
modern world,” Patriarch Kirill said. RIA Novosti 14-Mar-14
They both promote the adoration of Mary.
In October, the Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Hilarion who is the chairman of
the Department for External Church Relations—their “Foreign Minister”—was in
Rome. His meeting with the Pope lasted longer than usual; they discussed the
situation in Ukraine, the persecution of Christians in the Middle East and aspects of
cooperation between the Churches. The previous day Hilarion had given a
remarkable talk in Naples at the start of the academic year at the Pontifical
Theological Faculty of Southern Italy. He spoke of the success that they had had in
Russia in bringing people back to the Church and encouraged them to repeat the
same spiritual conversion in Europe.
Francis is keen to build ties with the Greek Orthodox Churches too, where relations
recently have been far less frosty than in the past. Part of his reason for visiting
Israel was to re-create the occasion when 50 years earlier, Pope Paul VI had met
and embraced Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople in Jerusalem. Francis met
with Bartholomew I in Jerusalem and they signed “a Common Declaration in
which they pledged to continue on the path towards unity between the Catholic and
Orthodox Churches”. (Vatican Radio 25-May-14)
The two men met again on Francis’ trip to Turkey in November, where the two
men embraced and the Pope asked for Bartholomew’s blessing.
The Catholic and Orthodox churches split in 1054 over differences on the
primacy of the papacy, and there was a time when patriarchs had to kiss popes’
feet. At the end of a joint prayer service Saturday evening, Francis bowed to
Bartholomew and asked for his blessing “for me and the Church of Rome,” a
remarkable display of papal deference to an Orthodox patriarch that underscored
Francis’ hope to end the schism. Huffington Post 30-Nov-14

Francis seeks to promote Europe
His first visit to Europe was to one of its poorest countries, Albania. This is a
NATO member but a non-EU country in the Balkans. It has a large Muslim
population which live side-by-side with their minority Christian neighbours.
Chancellor Merkel of Germany has worked hard for accession talks to give it EU
candidate status which was granted in June 2014.
In WWII many Albanians took part in the persecution of the Orthodox Serbs in
Yugoslavia, many died or were forced to become Roman Catholic. Like his

86—The Pope Francis effect

Chapter 12

predecessors, Pope Francis seeks to help in the work of enlarging the EU.
Currently he is supporting Serbia’s bid for membership.

The Russo-Papal Alliance in the Mideast
What has brought Russia’s Putin and Pope Francis together?
The Vatican has no troops. This explains why in truly troubled times, the Pope
badly needs a world power that can be a defender of Christians.
Russia, for its part, is active in the Middle East and has influence and hard
power, while the West is not really there anymore – at least, not anywhere near
as much as in the past.
Putin, never a man to miss a ready opportunity for a power play, decided to
protect not just Orthodox Christians, but also Catholics in the Arab world. The
Globalist 02-Mar-14
This could well be the issue that causes the current divisions in Europe and Russia
to be put aside. There is a real feeling from the churches that they must unite to
withstand the decimation of Christianity in the Middle East. It is a matter that is
also supported by the political leaders. Under the headline New Kremlin-Vatican
axis emerges as Europe falters, an Arab newspaper The National 27-Nov-14
published in the UAE observed:
According to Vatican observers, his chosen ally is Russia’s Vladimir Putin,
whose country is home to the world’s largest Christian Orthodox population
and, just as important, a generally well-integrated Muslim minority estimated at
up to 14 per cent of the population.
Massimo Franco, the political columnist for Corriere della Sera newspaper who
has written about the Francis-Putin alliance, says it is not a vote of confidence
in Mr Putin or a desire to distance the Vatican from western values. Rather
it is a recognition of the “contradictions, divisions and lack of strategic vision
of the West” in the Middle East.
As part of his confrontation with the West, Mr Putin is now presenting himself
as the guardian of religious family values in contrast to western Europe,
which he caricatures as having abandoned its Christian heritage in favour of
promoting gay rights. The Russian Orthodox Church has repeatedly
suggested that Orthodox and Roman Catholics should make common cause
as social conservatives.
The reasons for a Vatican-Kremlin alliance are compelling, particularly with
the western powers distracted and impotent. Orthodox Christianity has long
served as a bridge between religions in the Middle East. If the countries of the
region become single-religion nations, or are divided into single-religion
cantons, it will be a disaster. Historically, Russia has been the defender of
Orthodox Christians in the Middle East, and more recently the supporter of
secular regimes such as Syria’s.
What a remarkable picture is emerging, the Pope wanting to work with Putin!
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GERMANY LEADS THE EU
Germany’s capital Berlin is like a huge building site in a drive to rebuild the
glories of its imperial past. However, 2014 was the year when with the eurozone
grinding to a halt, even Germany, Europe’s powerhouse, found herself mired in
stagnation. There was a general feeling that the steam had gone out of the EU
juggernaut. The European elections in May marked a low point for the European
dream and the prospect of an anti-EU party emerging in Greece increases the
gloom.

The European elections 2014
With record lows in voter turnout, the 28 member states voted for their
representatives at the European Parliament. It brought many far-right parties to the
fore. In the UK the Ukip party won the most seats. In Greece the neo-Nazi Golden
Dawn party made substantial gains; in Germany the neo-Nazi National Democratic
Party gained its first seat; in Hungary the anti-Semitic Jobbik held onto their 3
seats. In France, Marine Le Pen’s far-right, eurosceptic National front jumped from
3 seats in the 2009 elections to 24. The move in the balance of parliament towards
more extremist parties does not bode well for an easy passage for the elite who are
seeking ever closer union. Israel expressed her concern at the way Europe was
going.
The reappointment of Martin Schulz as President of the European Parliament was
seen as a “stitch-up” to ease the appointment of Jean-Claude Juncker. He is the
replacement for José Barroso who had completed his two terms as President of the
European Commission, the most powerful EU position. There was strong
disagreement that such an arch-federalist should be appointed at a time when so
many were seeking reforms. David Cameron was passionately opposed to this
appointment, but found himself almost a lone voice as the 28 leaders were
pressured, following Angela Merkel’s withdrawal of her opposition, to vote for
Juncker.
There is no doubt that Germany has done well out of the allocations of prime jobs
in the new EU, with many Germans in prominent positions, Angela Merkel overrode French candidates in favour of her own, it was clear who was in control of the
EU’s future—Germany.
The EU’s designated Juncker/Tusk/Mogherini triumvirate “undoubtedly” carries
the German signature, according to a long time renowned EU political observer.
… Berlin has now actually taken over the designation of EU leadership
personnel. … An unrivalled number of top posts in Brussels’ institutions are
held by Germans, including the posts of President of the European Investment
Bank and that of the Managing Director of the European Stability Mechanism
(ESM). Germans also hold top posts in the European Parliament. Berlin is
particularly using its influence for the posts important for its austerity dictate. …

88—Germany leads Europe

Chapter 13

The new composition of the EU top personnel seems intended to consolidate
German predominance over the EU. German Foreign Policy 31-Oct-14

Europe’s economic woes
It must have been galling as the US economy powered ahead, after having been
written off by so many economists, for Europe to grind to a halt. Even Britain was
showing falling unemployment, growing investment and a growing economy. The
EU’s own forecast (europa.eu) for 2015 shows the eurozone growing by 1.8% and
the EU as a whole at 2%, with the UK at 2.4%. The terrible price for the recent
crisis in the eurozone is shown in the projected unemployment figures. The
eurozone averaging 11.7%, the EU as a whole 10.4%, the UK 6.5%. In Greece and
Spain unemployment is forecast to be 24%. Many young people there have no
prospect of working, unless they move to another country.
Greece is the focus of attention at the year-end. It has already received European
largess to bail it out in 2010 and 2012. The Greek government was struggling to
meet the terms for further bailouts, although its economy was showing growth in
2014. With a failure to elect a new President, the Prime Minister Antonis Samaras,
has called a snap election, to be held on January 25 th 2015. The fear is that it will
bring to power the current opposition party, Syriza, which has vowed to renegotiate
the country’s eurozone bailout. The bookmakers have shortened the odds of Greece
quitting the euro from 2:1 to evens, according to The Guardian 29-Dec-14. This
could have a knock-on effect on the many other weak economies in the eurozone.
Both Spain and Portugal are holding elections in 2015 and anti-euro parties are set
to make significant gains.
In a 2012 report entitled Toward a genuine Economic and Monetary Union,
referred to in the previous chapter, Herman van Rompuy proposed a 2-speed
Europe with those in the eurozone at its core and having its own budget and those
outside being excluded from certain decision making processes. The pressure for
the eurozone to proceed rapidly towards political union is growing as the only way
to ensure stability.

The eurozone is 15
On January 1st 2014 the eurozone celebrated its 15th birthday with Latvia joining,
bringing the total membership to 18. Estonia joined in 2011 and Lithuania is due to
join January 1st 2015, locking these 3 former Soviet, Baltic States firmly into the
EU.

Germany holds the key
With the French economy in the doldrums—as of December the UK’s economy
has now overtaken that of France—Germany can act without having to consider
her neighbour. The sanctions against Russia have been the final economic straw for
many of the EU’s members. Although Angela Merkel was prepared to make
sacrifices to uphold the sanctions, it would seem that more moderate feelings are
emerging and the German Foreign Minister, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, warned
against new sanctions against Russia by European countries, saying it will only
create more political and economic uncertainty in the area.
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“It cannot be in our interests that this runs out of control.” Reuters 22-Dec-14
The events this year in Ukraine have caused Germany to re-think her foreign
policy. Since WWII Germany has been content to tread a rather quiet path as far as
foreign policy was concerned.
Since the end of World War II, Germany has pursued a relatively tame foreign
policy. But over the past week, Berlin appeared to have acknowledged the need
for a fairly dramatic change. German leaders, including the chancellor, the
president, the foreign minister and the defense minister, have called for a new
framework that contravenes the restraint Germany has practiced for so long.
They want Germany to assume a greater international role by becoming
more involved outside its borders politically and militarily. Stratfor 04-Feb14
This has not been an easy path for cautious Ms Merkel, but circumstances are
forcing her hand.
As Stratfor commented 09-Dec-14
Germany, as the most populous country in the EU and the bloc’s largest
economy, has long played a dominant role in determining the bloc’s political
and economic direction. Over the past year, Berlin has also emerged as an active
player when it comes to EU foreign policy in the former Soviet periphery.
However, because of its political and economic leadership of the European
Union and its robust ties with Russia, Germany continues to be in a unique
position to guide the West’s standoff with Moscow. Indeed, there have been
some positive signs despite the criticism from both sides, such as Russia’s
resumption of natural gas supplies to Ukraine on Dec. 9 and Lavrov’s reference
to Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko as a “main partner” in looking for a
solution to the conflict in eastern Ukraine. Regardless, whether Germany
decides to coordinate an increase of pressure on Russia or dial it down, it is and
will continue to be a critical player in the evolution of the crisis.

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of fall of Berlin Wall
Thousands of helium balloons were released to mark this anniversary on 9th
November. Breaching the Wall marked the end of the Cold War and Angela
Merkel was one of those that crossed into West Berlin that night to experience this
new freedom, describing it as an incredible feeling of happiness. She was joined by
the former Polish trade union leader, Lech Walesa and Mikhail Gorbachev, the
Soviet President at the time, in celebrations at the Brandenburg Gate.
Its fall led directly to the unification of Germany, making her the biggest country
by population and GDP in the EU.
Once again we see another key player—Germany—beginning to take her role as
the leader of Western Europe, the Beast of Revelation 16 and 17. How soon
Europe will, under Germany’s guidance, work with the Papacy, remains to be seen.
This could be something that emerges after the Master’s return to his household.
Our part is hold on, keeping our garments unspotted by the world.
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BRITAIN—ON HER WAY OUT?
Out of Europe that is! Increasingly the UK is a source of irritation to her fellow
EU members. She doesn’t conform, is always trying to get things changed, and
is opposed to the ideals behind the EU of working towards political union. The
thought of a Brexit, Britain leaving the EU, is a matter that is discussed by the
media on an almost daily basis. Bible students from John Thomas’ time have
seen that Britain’s destiny has been marked out by God on an independent
course from Europe. She is not part of the Beast which, as part of the Image,
comes against Israel. Britain will be opposing such a move.

Scotland pulls back from independence
Although the Queen is scrupulous in being a-political, it may be that a private
remark she made as she left Morning Service at a church, to a well-wisher in
Scotland, four days before Scotland voted on the referendum on independence,
may have tipped the balance. She warned the Scots to think “very carefully about
the future” before casting their votes. Her words were overheard by the Press, who
are normally kept at a distance, but an exception was made on this occasion.
When polls indicated two weeks before hand that the vote was now set to be YES
for independence, the political parties leapt into action, swamping the country with
Westminster politicians.
In the end Scotland voted 55-45% to retain their historic link with the rest of the
UK. David Cameron made a series of offers for more powers, subject to a NO vote.
Shortly after the vote there was an outcry at the amount of powers Mr Cameron
had promised to give away, and an insistence that the English should be given
greater powers in Westminster. At the moment Scottish MP’s can vote in
Westminster about matters which only concern the English, whereas the English
MP’s have no say in Scottish matters within Holyrood, the Scottish parliamentary
building. There is also disquiet over the level of funding that is allocated to
Scotland. The Barnet System is out-dated and was never intended to be a
permanent formula for the level of funding Scotland receives.
The support for Labour has collapsed in Scotland. At present, Scotland provides 41
of the current 258 Labour MP’s at Westminster. With UK elections due in May,
there is a real prospect of the Labour vote collapsing in Scotland and votes going to
the SNP. Polls indicate they would only keep 3 seats! This has the interesting
prospect of reducing Labour’s chance of winning the next election. In any coalition
the SNP have said they would not be part of a Labour government.
The independence issue has been lost, but it is unlikely to go away. The Roman
Catholic Church supports independence—it is part of Rome’s divide-and-rule
policy, about 16% of Scots are Roman Catholic. It has however an interesting
aspect in regards to the UK’s own moves to independence from the EU. Labour are
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more strongly in favour of remaining in the EU than are the Conservatives. If the
Scottish Labour vote does collapse, this would weaken opposition to such a move.

The Merchants of Tarshish
This table shows the relative
Population
Area
relationships between the
millions
kilometres
UK members. It is obvious
England
53.5 (84%) 130,427 (53%)
that England is by far the
5.3
(8%) 78,772 (32%)
biggest member, both in Scotland
population
and
area. Wales
3.1 (5%)
20,778 (9%)
Scotland with 32% of the Northern Ireland
1.8 (3%)
13,843 (6%)
landmass has only 8% of the
United
Kingdom
63.7
(100%)
243,820
(100%)
population. One of the
interesting sidelights of the Scottish vote, was its highlighting that the description
in Ezekiel 38:13 which we considered in chapter 10 uses the plural—merchants—
which is an accurate description of a United Kingdom, comprising of England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, four nations working as a team. Each has
been involved in “merchanting” and so is another wonderful pointer to the
accuracy of scripture.

Britain’s exit from the EU
It would seem that Britain is no longer wanted in the EU.
‘UK should get out of the EU,’ says former French PM 30-Apr-14
A French message to Britain: get out of Europe before you wreck it 05-Jun-14
Is the EU trying to push Britain towards leaving? 25-Oct-14
One could be forgiven for thinking that they were intent on taking actions which
they know will inflame the British. The sudden demand for an extra £1.7bn budget
top-up “owing to the good health of the British economy” which landed in
Whitehall in October with a demand that it needed paying by December, was
bound to inflame feelings. Especially when it turned out that France and Germany
would be getting substantial rebates! That punch was followed up by the European
Parliament rejecting Mr Cameron’s hard-fought budget cuts agreed at the
December 2013 EU meeting. This will add another £680 million to Britain’s
contributions. Then came the revelation from the publication of the British
governments “Pink Book” at the end of October, that in fact Britain’s contributions
had already contributed a whopping £11.2bn last year instead of the forecast by the
Treasury of £8.6bn; the increase due in part to Britain’s better year, economically.
The final knock-out blow fell in November with the news that Britain would in
addition have to make a £34bn contribution to another budgeting black hole that
had appeared, but to ease matters payments would be spread over the next 6 years!
The waste and corruption in the EU is staggering.
Following the unexpected resignation of William Hague, the appointment of Philip
Hammond as Foreign Secretary in July, marked a determination by David
Cameron to stand up to the EU; Hammond is classed as very euro sceptical.
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Hammond’s appointment sends a clear message—reform is not just desirable
but fundamental to the UK’s EU membership. Open Europe 15-Jul-14
He is also very much in favour of Britain developing trade in the Middle East as
we saw in ch. 10 and has defended Israel’s right to defend herself against Hamas.

UK elections
Like several other European countries, 2015 is a critical year for the present
government. When the coalition was formed, few thought that it would run to full
term. Barring unexpected happenings, the UK elections are due to be held in May
2015. We saw earlier in this chapter that the outcome of the political situation in
Scotland may have a strong influence on what happens.
David Cameron has promised that if his party is elected that they will hold a
referendum on Britain’s continued membership of the EU. We have seen the
financial costs of remaining members, to this must be added the debilitating effect
of the EU’s interference in the running of Britain’s banking and financial systems.
Her banks, insurance and commodity exchanges play key roles in the trading
success of Britain and the EU is determined to cripple Britain’s success in this
field. The costs of EU legislation are greatly eroding the UK’s competitive edge,
and the cap on banker’s bonuses threatens to cause the brightest to go to the US.
The city of London used to be very pro Europe, because of the trade that was to be
had. Now with so many EU strings to curb her, she has woken up to the true cost of
Europe’s bureaucracy and many are now calling for Britain to cast off these
shackles and be free once again.

UK now the ‘lowest-cost manufacturing economy of Western Europe’
As part of Britain’s “merchant” role, it is good to see that her manufacturing skills
are returning to these shores, contributing to Britain’s export drive. For years,
manufacturing companies outsourced labour intensive manufacturing to the lowcost Far East. Things have changed. The Far East’s labour costs have risen
appreciably. The long distances for goods to travel mean slow responses to
changes in demand. It is
Manufacturing costs in Europe and Russia
also more difficult to
control quality when it is
C
thousands of miles away.
os
With wages in the UK
ts
having been reined in for
in
the past 5 years or so in
20
response to economic
14
pressures driving financial
ba
savings, Britain’s wages
se
have increased very little.
d
Many firms are bringing
on
their manufacturing back
U
home, and saving money.
S
This chart of labour costs
=
shows how competitive Britain is compared with continental Europe.
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0
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The Boston Consulting Group classes the UK along with the Netherlands,
Indonesia and India as “regional rising stars” and says that it has emerged as
“the lowest-cost manufacturing economy of Western Europe”. As well as low
labour costs, BCG cites the UK’s low corporate tax rates and flexible labour
market as major competitive advantages. Daily Telegraph 19-Aug-14
Car production in Britain is booming and most (around 80%) are exported. Britain
is currently the 11th largest manufacturing nation in the world. Only two nations
ranked higher—Italy and South Korea—have smaller populations. Britain ranks
22nd in Wikipedia’s ranking of countries by population.

British-Israeli trade booming
As part of this booming Britain, we saw in chapter 11 the remarkable success in the
UK’s efforts to boost trade with Israel, considered the bright star in Britain’s
economic future. The trade figures released at the year-end show the growth at a
difficult economic time. According to the UK Ambassador to Israel, Matthew
Gould:
The truth is, the economic relationship between Britain and Israel has never
been better. Investment flows in both directions are fantastic.
The latest figures from Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics—covering the first
10 months of 2014—show bilateral trade at a record £3.16 billion, with exports
from Israel to the UK up 14 per cent on the same period last year. Israeli imports
from Britain rose 13 per cent. Jewish Chronicle 25-Dec-14
In spite of many calls by the boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) movement
to boycott Israel, it has had little hard economic effect.

Tough New Measures to Combat Anti-Semitism
The rise in anti-Semitism here during the Hamas conflict was quite marked, and
many Jews were threatened, At the year-end it was announced that the UK
Government was about to launch a raft of measures to counter what the
government warned was a shocking rise in anti-Semitism which it branded as being
“like a cancer”. At a time when Jews in many other countries fear for their lives, it
is good that this country is prepared to take action in support of the Jews.

The Queen’s speech
Every year the Queen sends out her Christmas Day message which is broadcast
around the world. At the wonderful age of 88, her dignity and sincerity mark out
her words. It beat the ratings figures of anything else shown on UK television that
day. Many had thought she would announce her standing down and handing on to
the next generation. There was not the slightest hint, she had promised to be Queen
to the end of her life at her coronation, and she has no intention of changing. May
there be an Elisabeth (Hebrew Eli-Sheba) as a Queen of Sheba on the throne to
hand control to Israel’s King.
As we stand at the threshold of our Master’s return, we surely cannot fail to be
amazed at how so many strands of prophecy are coming alive before our eyes. Let
us watch and pray for we know not the day nor the hour, but it is surely very close.

94—Foundation problems shake the Brotherhood

Chapter 15:

Chapter 15

back to contents

FOUNDATION PROBLEMS SHAKE THE
BROTHERHOOD
Since the beginning of Creation, God’s truth has over time been corrupted.
Incredibly, only 1,600 years after creation, mankind was so far astray that God
destroyed the world of Noah’s day, saving but 8 people. The prophets and later the
Lord Jesus and the apostles warned of the dangers of wrong ideas which would
corrode the purity of the Truth. It is not to be wondered at that in these last,
godless days, the faith of many would be undermined. We recognise that we must
have faith in God in order to please Him (Heb. 11:6). Faith withers without the
food of God’s Word. Our trust in that Word is dependent upon our belief in its
Truth. Undermine that belief and faith wavers and as James warns that is a
dangerous situation, driven by the winds of change (Jam. 1:5). One of the biggest
pressures on our faith today is the undermining of our understanding of the early
pages of the Bible by trying to adapt the Bible to fit evolutionary ideas and
timescales. It can’t be done, they are irreconcilable!

Undermine the foundation and the house of faith falls
The Creation account forms the foundation of the Bible record. Subsidence in this
foundation leads to walls being cracked! Extensive removal and the whole house of
faith collapses in a heap, often at dramatic speed. It has long been a phenomenon
of the churches that their leaders have sought to reconcile the irreconcilable. It
changes the whole dynamic of faith, leading to a weak flock without a firm guide.
Where a stand is taken to uphold the clear understanding of scripture, this leads to
stronger communities as can be seen in America where there is a strong conviction
in many regions for Biblical Creation. Our community is no different. The faith of
our young people is being undermined because the ecclesia is unwilling to stand
firm on these vital matters, and show the folly of evolutionary ideas. Unless we
through talks and Creation Days, show the evidence to support the Bible account,
our young people will be overwhelmed by the continual outpouring from school,
university and the media, teaching that it took millions of years to get to where the
earth is today. This is so obviously diametrically opposed to the simple teaching of
Genesis that if we don’t instruct them in its follies, their faith will tend to crumble
and be weakened so the foundation will not be firm to withstand the storms of life.
The early pages of Genesis truly are the foundations of what the rest of scripture
amplifies. If God didn’t speak and it happened, creating at a stroke mature trees
bearing fruit, birds able to lay eggs; then why should we believe in the miracles
performed by His Son? If sin and death were not introduced through Adam’s
transgression then the very basis of Christ’s work of redemption is destroyed. If the
covering for sin by the skin of a lamb is but a metaphor, what faith can we have in
the Master’s sacrifice for sin? If creation came about by slow changes over
millions of years, even if we suppose that somehow it was directed by God, what
kind of a God does it make Him? He could have told us this, in simple language, if
this really was the case. One can read His Word from cover to cover and there is

not the slightest hint of this. In fact the opposite, it speaks of a God deeply
involved with His creation and working to a plan. Who says to man Where wast
thou when I made the earth and everything in it? (Job 38:4). When I gave the
goodly wings to the peacock (Job 39:13). We weren’t there; God was, so He has
told us what he did and given ample evidence to confirm that life is the result of
ordered design. We can believe it or reject it—that is man’s choice—but there are
consequences; life or death consequences.
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Heb. 11:6
The only way we can diligently seek God is via His Word. Either we believe that
this is His Word and we can trust implicitly in what He says in it, and can therefore
seek Him through its study, or we reject it. Perhaps not totally, but by only reading
parts of it—the bits we trust. But that’s not what pleases God. God provides His
own evidence for the trustworthiness of His Word. What we consider in Milestones
is just one example of the incredible foreknowledge of God to be able to describe
the events of today in such detail and accuracy. The book of Genesis and the book
of Revelation are like the two faces of the Bible coin. One face reveals the extreme
power and incredible mind of God to be able to plan and create this wonderful
earth. The other face reveals the extreme power and incredible mind of God who is
able to foretell what will happen and ensure that His Purpose is fulfilled.
Why should our trust in God’s Word be undermined by putting our trust in Man’s
reasoning? The Scriptures make it clear the reasoning of man is foolishness before
God. God has set in motion the natural laws of science, they are His Laws. Yet
man thinks that his study of the earth’s origins is science, it is not, it is a faithbased false religion. This would be strongly denied but it happens to be true. Man
does of course use God’s laws of nature to study his subject—without recognising
that such Laws of nature require an originator. The conclusions he draws are based
on his world view—that there is no God. Because the study of origins is a study of
that which isn’t happening today, it can’t be tested scientifically. It has to be based
on faith in the conclusions drawn from the evidence uncovered. There are equally
highly qualified scientists who will look at the same evidence and see the evidence
for a recently created earth as those who will see evidence for evolution. One
maintains a consistent belief in a Creation account given once for all time, the
other is constantly having to change the conclusions put forward as brick after
brick of their beliefs has to be replaced as further evidence comes along. This false
religion permeates the education system, the media and much of “science”.
There is ample evidence for faith if we are prepared to trust God rather than man as
Jesus clearly did. Like the Truth, it has to be sought out, it won’t be proclaimed on
every street corner, but it is there. There are many DVDs—Evolution’s Achilles’
heel is one of the latest—Creation magazines and websites. The latest Bible
Magazine is devoted to this issue. The ecclesial elders have a duty of care to ensure
that their young people are given the support they need to trust the Biblical
Creation account in spite of the pressures from its detractors to say otherwise.
God’s Word really is true from the beginning (Psa. 119:160).
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Returning to their land
As 2014 closed, Israel’s government issued their end-of-year statistics on Israel’s
population. It now stands at close to 8.3 million, an increase of 1.4 million in the
past decade. Of today’s population, some 6.2 million are Jews. How wonderful to
see the ingathering on such a wide-spread scale. What was significant with the
figures for this year was the big increase in Jews making Aliyah—choosing to
leave their home country and set up a new life in Israel. It was described as “an
historic shift”, as for the first time in the State’s history, “the number of immigrants
who came to Israel from the free world is greater than that of immigrants fleeing
countries in distress”. 26,500 came in 2014, a 10-year high and 32% higher than
last year, with over 30,000 expected in 2015. IMRA 31-Dec-14
God said He would draw His people back to their land, and we have witnessed this
ingathering from around the world. Among these are God’s children that will form
the nucleus of God’s Kingdom, in the day when a remnant of them will be saved
out of their enemies’ hands by their Messiah and King. As part of events of that
day of battle against their enemies, there will take place great topographical
changes. The site of the future Temple will be elevated, the Mount of Olives split
and abundant waters will flow from Jerusalem. (Zec. 14:4:10) Having their eyes
opened to their folly in rejecting their Messiah when he first came, the repentant
Jews will go into these waters to have their sins washed away (Zec. 13:1) as they
enter into the same New Covenant as we have (Jer. 31:31-34). Under the wise
guidance of the twelve apostles (Mat. 19:28) and their King, they will never more
go astray and they will reflect praise and honour to their God (Isa. 60:21).
We see the steps that God is taking to prepare His People. In the West Bank
settlements are many communities whose study of the Word of God has led them
to be aware that the Hand of God is working in Israel and their Messiah is at hand.
Their eyes are veiled to the fact the Messiah has already trodden these hills. In
God’s good time the veil will be removed (2 Cor. 3:14-16); and the call will go to
the ends of the earth for God’s scattered people to return to their homeland.
What is important for us who were Gentiles, but now grafted into the Israelitish
rootstock, is our attitude to the nation of Israel. Few in the Churches around have
any idea of God’s real Plan and Purpose—for them everything centres on “the
Church”. God Plan centres on His Son and the nation of Israel whom the Lord
Jesus gave his life to save. (Mat. 1:21). In God’s Mercy, brought within that New
Covenant, we have the hope of sharing the Blessings promised to Abraham and
David; earnestly desiring an inheritance in the soon approaching Kingdom Age.
Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the L ORD bringeth
back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.
Psa. 14:7
How often do we in our public and private prayers remember the salvation of
Israel that comes out of Zion? We must in thankfulness always remember that our
privileged position of Israelites “after the spirit”, has its basis in God’s Purpose
with our nation of Israel.
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World events are fast moving and to supplement the yearly Milestones review, one
can keep up-to-date on a quarterly or a weekly basis.

The Bible Magazine
Each issue of the quarterly Bible
Magazine carries a Milestones Update,
which looks at different topical areas of
fulfilling prophecy. This lively full-colour
magazine is of interest to brethren and
sisters and is ideal to give to our young
people and interested friends.
Contact your local Bible Magazine
representative for subscription details.
They are listed at:
www.biblemagazine.com/agents.php

Milestones Snippets (free)
This is an 8-page newsletter of interesting
articles that I glean off the web and email
2 or 3 times a week. In Word or PDF
versions. Each article is indexed and
cumulative
indexes
are
e-mailed
quarterly. Just email me your name and
ecclesia and/or country to: snippets@MilestonesUK.org

Milestones Website
The Milestones web site www.MilestonesUK.org carries details of back issues of
Milestones and a wide range of books expounding prophecy and a section on books
and DVD’s against evolution, defending the Creation account. These can be ordered
from the website or write for booklist.

MP3, Kindle and iPad versions of Milestones 2014
Electronic versions of Milestones are now available for reading on Kindle, iPads and
similar. There will also be an audio version of Milestones 2014 in MP3 format.
Invaluable to visually handicapped, or those who want to listen on the move!
For details contact me at: don@MilestonesUK.org

Prophecy Days
Both the Bible Magazine and the Milestones websites carry details of known
Prophecy Days around the world that uphold our traditional understanding of the
fulfilment of prophecy. For latest details of the Rugby Prophecy Day go to:
www.MilestonesUK.org and click on links or
http://goo.gl/Zpc5pA At the
Christadelphian Bible Prophecy Channel you can watch many Prophecy Day talks
from the UK and around the world.
Don Pearce Milestones, 76 High St, Hillmorton, Rugby, CV21 4EE, UK

